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To the Reader, 


Courteous Reader, 

O diſcourſe largely of rhe nectſſity and: uſt of this 
piece of (pirituall armour, ftey ſo many lear- 
nel and wſtful Treatiſes wyon this ſubjeft, 
may ſeeme ſuperfiveus, eſpecially confidering thas 
there is much ſpoken ro this purpoſe, for thy ſa- 
tisfallien, in the enſuing Treatiſe ; wherein be- 

fides the unfolding of the nature of this dutie ( nhich The 

Saints daily Excrciſc) and frog 1nforcement to it, there 

i an endeavour to give ſatisfaFion in the moſt incident caſts ant 

cleering whereof is uſually an hindrance to the cheerefull and rea- 


y performance thereof, 1n all which, what hath been done by this | 


reverend and worthy man ne had rather ſboxld appeare in the Trea- 

| m— ſelfe, te thy indifſerent PRINTS tobemmuch in ſetting 
|downe owr owne opinion. This we doubt not of, that, by reaſon of the 
| hirituall, and convincing pranxer of handling this argument,it wil 
vin a:ceptance with wany, eſpetiaByconjdering, that it us of that 
rture, wherein, though much bath been ſpoken, yet much more may 
be ſaidwith good reliſh 20 thoſe that have any ſpirituall ſenſe: for it 
s the moſt ſpirituall aHiion grherein we have neerer communion with 
God, than in any other holy performance,and n hereby it pleaſeth Ged 
to coriceigh all good to ws $0 the performance whereof Chriſtians find 
molt backeardneſe, and indiſpoſedneſſe, and from thence moſt de- 
jefion of ſpirit,wbich alſo in theſe times is moſt neceſſary, wherein 


A 3 waleſſe t 


—— 


—— —_— 


'" Fo the Reader. 


fer ch-helpe from Heaven, thiswaywee ſee rhe Church, and 
mae ble trees rrawpled nader fort. © Onely remember thas 
wee let theſe conatrpaſe foorth as chey were delivered by Soph, 
in publik uithout taking that liberty of adding or _ 
perhaps ſome would have thrughs mere : For wee Pry 
his owne meaning ſbould be expreſſed in his owne wor = manner, 
ecially onfularine thert islitelt, which perhaps may ſeeme ſuper. 
s to foe, but may, 6 Gads bleſſog, pow wſefwl! ro others, tt 
wonld be a good Yager of many incorveniencies in this kind, if 


able men wow'd be 0 theer onne wor bes in their rd 
life tie, molded the TETES 
aefe3 s hp d by giving fore life ts thoſe thikgs 
therwiſe xt Ttly ry; yrodes i The b TX 
RaPears tf Uh anee apameengaees GIEER 
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Ricuand Sizas 


bonn Davesnxront, 
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DAILY 
EXERCISE. 


T he firit Sermon. 


1 Thns 5s. 5.17. 


Pray continually. 

Rr He Apoſtlc here, inthe 
mmm /attcr end of this Epi- 
<WOſ® > tle, hcapes up many 


kN {oo ret om 
\ 


neede to ſceke our the 
of theſe 
words from thoſe that | 
defore,orthoſe that | 
low after. Rejoyree- 
rermore,(ſaith hee; ) Prey continually. In all rhings 


bi ; B give 


EO TIT 


Th cone 
Lierab a-Þ 
opening ofthe, 
words, 
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give thenkes : for this i the willof Godin Chrift leſw 


fo 


We are now fallen upon this Text, wherethis 
duty of is commended tous, _and it & x 
comm om God himſelfe delivered ſhortly, 
as lawes are wont to bee, without ary great pre. 
miſes and reaſons, and indeed, hath therefore the 
more authority in it, 


Pray continual, 


T» the handling of which, wee will doe theſe 


three things. 
Firſt we will ſhew you what Prayer is, 


Secondly, why the Lord requires thisat our 


;: What pray- 
CL.is.! 
11a generall. 


2 In ſpeciall, 


bands; fora man might obje, the Lord knowes 
my wants well "enough , hee knowes my minde 
| and how I amaffeed ? I, but yer the Lord will 
have us to pray,and toaske before he will beſtow 


[it _= us. 
| nd laftly,what it is to pray continually. 

For the firſt, if wee would define prayer in ge- 
nerall co you, I would give you no more but this 
deſcription of it; 444 an expreſſion of the minde ts | 
the Lord : ſometimes by words, ſometimes with- 
out words, but yerthere muſt bee an expreſſion, 
and ſome opening of thewillro him, This is the 
gcnerall, 

But now to knowyliat a right prayer is, what 
fuch a prayer is,as God accepts ; you muſt have an- 
other defwirio nwhich muſt have 'more ingredi- 


ents intoit, and ſo,Prazer #(nothing elſe but) as | 


) 
expreſſion os offering of thoſe holy,aud goed Alpert 


ans ts God, that ariſe from the Spirit, or the r 
nerate part, in the Name of Toſus chi. Where = 
are to obſerve this ; That the proyers which wee 
make, are divided into one of theſe two forts : 

Firſt, ſome are ſuch prayers as are the expreſſi- 
ons of our owne (pirits, the voyce of our owne 
ſpirits, and there is nothing bur fleſh in them; 

uch prayers any naturall man may make to the 

Lord: and theſe the Lord _ not, he knowes 

not the meaning of them, that is, hee doth nor 
them, 

Secondly, there are prayers that are the voyce 
of Gods owne Spirit,that is,ſuch as ariſe from the 
regenerate part that is within us,which is quick- 
ned and enlarged to pray from rhe immediate 
belpe of the Ho! Ghef, theſe prayers are onely 
accepted,and of theſe ir is ſaid, He bnowes che mea- 
| ning of the Spirit : that is, he ſo knowes ir,and ſees 
j2thar alſo he accepts it, Therefore you ſhall ſee 
in 7oſes 7. 14. when they prayed, and prayed 
earneſtly, yea, not only ſer a day aparc for prayer, 
'butalfocalled a folemne Aflembly, and kept a 
faſt, yer, ſaith the Lord plainely, Tee did nor calf 
#704 rwee when you howled upon your beds , for ((aith 
he) you afembled your ſelves for Corne, and for wine 
| which any naturall man may doe:A 


(( faith he) it is but an Howling ; itis as the voyce of 
| beaſts, to ſeeke for wine,and oyle,and corne, but 
00 prayer, for he ſaith plainely, Tow called nor __ 
me,wbten notwirhſtanding,they ſpent a whole day 
in prayer. The meaning Is, that the Lord regards 
this as no prayer at all. 


nd therefore | 


B 2 And | 


+ 


Thetermes of | 
the deſcripti- | 
on opcacd. 


3 Why heu- 
-feth the word 


di/poſtion) 
| > 4.9 de 
fires, 


— ES 


Anſw, 
Thar tempe- 


ra) things may 
be defired in a 
carnall man» 
ner,and car- 
gall things in 
a ſpiritua 
mannReri and 


The Saints daily Bxerciſe. 
And rheretore to opena lirtle this deſcription 
unto you,(forit is one maine buſineſle thar wee 


| havero doe, in handling of this Text, to de. 


ſcribe to you the meaning of this precept, Whar 
the nature of prayer is;) that you may know whar 
kindof prayer it1s,that prevailes with God, 1 (ay, 
It us an expreſſion of holy and good diſpoſitions, 1 uſe 
that expreſhonrather of diſpoficions , than deſires, 
becauſe there is ſome part of prayer that ſtands in 
thankeſgiving , when you deſire nothing at Gods 
hands : bur give thankes for that you haverecei. 
ved ; marke,firſt,that they muſt be holy and good, 
thedefires and diſpoſitions muſt bee : for 
thatisarule, AZthe __ deſires are good, | 
or evill, according as their Objefts sze,; thoſe that 


are fixed upon good things, 4e good _ 
fires. 
You will ſay then, what are thq good things 


that make the deſires and diſpoktions of the 
heart good ? 

They are temporall things,and ſgiritnall both, 
A man may pray for temporall thi gs ina ſpiri- 
tuall manner , and thedeſire may bee good and 
againe, he may pray for ſpirituall things ina car- 
nall manner, and the deſire may bee naught. 
Therefore that muſt bee obſerved withall, that it 


| 


isnot ſimply the obje&, burtthere is a certaine 
manner of -defiring too x for example, if aman 
pray for temporall rhings, for outward comforts, 
ſuch things as belong te the preſent eftate of his 
body here; if he pray for them with theſe con- 
ditions,that hee may havethat which is conveni- 

ent 


—_— 
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eat forhimybe prayes for ſuch a meaſure as G © v 
' ſces to be meer, as Prov. 30, Feed mee with conveni- 
ext food far mee; this praicr is good. But (if any wan 
wil bepich, as 1. Tim. 6.) it is an inordinate defite, 
when men will have exceſle of theſe outward 
things, and taote than is fit for them. And again, 


live more pleaſantly, if you 
wealth,that you may live more deliciouſly; and 
not 6 that which the creature may defire, 
and to the end that you may be the more inabled 
to ſerve the Lord. in theſe things, your defire is 
not good, So Iay,firſtir muſtbe for that which 
is convenient , —_— ou muſtnot ſpend is wp- 
an your lu 1, but in Goas lervice. 
 Andlaſtly, wee muſt pray forthem in ari 
_ Xingdome of (God, and | 
% is, Chiefely , and in the firſt 


| 


may.prey for fpirituall things 

| "x Y for temporallthipgs in « ſpitityall-man- 
1 -— par yarns pray earneſtly for — 
3d {TGC , 181A LEPENTANED,  NOT-OUTs At: ANY 
heauty char her ſens 50 chem," notoaret anytaſte. 
and geliſh that hee harhof them Aur becauſe hee 
Ginkes them-a Bridge t0leadehing to Heaven, 
andthe be capnorcomettaabermihont _ 


if youdeſire thatwhich is covenient, and fpend is | ** 
apo your a if you deſie health, and lng life, | co 
thatyou may 


How a carnall 
mary wey priy 
for grace, 


Tarhe's 


__—— 


Pe er I EI Is 


Theſe defires 
muſt be offe- 


| redroGed. 


Ariſing {com 
the ſpuit,or 
regencrate 
parts 


Expreſiions of 
Prayer i inthe 
Ecriprure. 


3 Sa dn Life, 


Li FOR 


| 


# powring for 


God conſiſts, Thaty 
7 ſerve in wy ſpivieYi+ the ſareword neteorigi- 


nalll: 


#- >= - —- 
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ſaved without theſe things , I'fay, then hee may 
deſire them,and — _ ——_ 
Francis Spire, W © carne grace 
that hee wigit horebet adrop of it, becauſe hee 
could not be ſaved withour-it ;* and hee gives the 
reaſon him ſelfe,when he ſaid withall, bee ſaw no 
oxcel init, beedeſired ir not for ir felfe; and 
therefore hee.thoughrhis prayers ſhould narbee 
heard; Tims lie ſee that prayer is'4p expreſſin of 
ho hy and good, Fes 

| % aine, it — them wp to the Loyd: But 


Iwill nor ſtand upen that (youare well 


infiruced'in it)et/at whatſoeverpetition is 
to the creature, is not a prayery' ionuſt onelyde 
offered up to the Lord, 

Then I adde, itis an'exprefſion of fuchdefires 
as muſt ar5ſe From the vera tthee 1; 13, looke 
trow ntuchthere ts of the regenerate pare ima pri 
er,lovke how mucl the hety Sp ite Naw ro dod in 
it; looke how 'much comes from thar' which is 
called rhe inward wan, ſo fatte it is fandtified; ſo 
far chat praiet is accepteti;andnofutrher, But, 
thatwemayopenthis'a Jjrtte more fatty wewill 
ſhew youTtby ſome other expreſhions of prayer, 
that we fide inthe Scriptures!" 

Prayer is called alifting up of thihdure ro God, 
th 'of the fault to " Lord tS9m. tit 5, 
A ſtreing of him in ſpirin(O>ateatibth' 18, Now 
ifwe ſe phraſes alittle, you ſhaſttnow 
more-fully wherin the tature te of right praying to 


ſdrhe ApoMie wicth (whom 


— —_— — 


a now oo. m. .o. .T_cqM]- = 


— — 


—— oo n-o .©- 


ov - a 


—2 
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is it tO pray to God 
a man cannot make a prayer, but there is ana& 
of bis minde goes to it, and men, what 
ſervice ſocver he performes, his ſpirit muſt needs 
have a hand init,ſo-rhat it cannot bee performed 
without the minde. 

I rake this robe the meaning of it, for the A- 
poſtles ſcope is, to diſtinguiſh the trucand holy 
| ſcrviceof God from thoſe thatare but ſhadowes 
/ and counterfeit, and as it were, but the body and 
carcaſſe of right ſervice, Therefore,when he ſaith, 
1 ſerve the Lord in my ſpirit,or,1 pray in the ſpirit; the 
| meaning is this,the prayerof a man is _nat-onely 
|thatwhich the underſtanding dicars tohim,bur 
when the whole foule,the wil & affeRions go to- 
gether with his petition, and whatſoever 
tition i$,2 mans heart is affeed accordingly. As 
for example , If a man come taconfefſe his ſins, 
& yer lights them inwardly in his heart; if a man 

ay for reconciliation with God, and yet have no 
onging and fighing in his heart after tif he ear- 
neſtly aske grace and the mortjficatiosof Gnfull 
luſt, when ve heart doth not inwardly  ſecke it, 
| ow be prayes not in the ſpirit. Topray in the ſpi- 
| rit isasthatin /+h. 4.24, Heewill beeworſbipped in 
ſpirit and eruth : the meaning is, {0 toiprayas the 
heart go togetherwitbour petiti6, The {amealſo 


is the meaning of thatwhen aman popreth forth 


his foule before the Lord: SO. Hannah ſaith of ber 
ſelfe;1 4» 4 women troubled, 7c. and powreeue wy ſoule 
before the Lord ; which is not when a.tuan deli- 
, B - - vers 


calcheri»uſdd for faſting and prayer, Now-what. 
inthe rigs Gr ws tnay lay, 


wes way 
ja the ſpirit, 
what, 


lobs 4 24+ 


— A” CO 


—— ——— ——— 


| 
| 


—_——— 


efAnfttn. 


Simnle., 


Nat 


will and aFfe@tions be imployed, { forin a natu- 


| woe adde forther 'rhart 


prayer... 


vers © G 6 prthar which rhe underſtanding. and: 
mind bath deviſed only, (for prayer is nora work 
ofwit, or of memory) burwben aman th 
forth his whale foule(chat is) his willand affe& i. 
ons, wherithey goe togerher, apdthere 13 no re. 
ſervation in his-aninde;bur al} within kim is ope.. 
ned and explicate, and expoſedtotheview ofthe; 
Lord, not as Asfin ſaith of-himfelfe, when hee 
came to pray forthe morrit oye his tufts,ſgich 
bee; / had a ſerret inward that it ſbould not bt 
done, Therefore when the Soule ix pared forvh, the 
meaning is, that all muſt bee opened rohim, fo 
thatwhen a manwill make an acceprable prayer, 


———_—_ 


heemuſt makothisaccompr, hee muſt then cal! | 
in all his thoughtsand affte@ions, and recolle& | 
them together as the lines inthe centre, or as the 
Sun-beames in «burning Glafle,and that makes 

yer tobe harand fervent , whereas otherwiſe 
i04s but a coldand difſipared thing, that hathno 

Now this withall yow-maft know, that whew 
weeſay thewhole ſoule muſt goe together with 
the petition, the iheaning; is, tharnor onely the 


rall man, in-his defire of health, when he is ficke, 
orwanteth affiftance & guidance in difficult ca- 

- aelythe aadeeltendingibue the wiltand 
affe& ions ato buſi 


which is called the 
h the whole ſoule, be 
ancoof this holy 


”itand is diffaſed th 
onworkealſo in che 


birts likely): bacalfo | 


beverwe ſocks to him im | 


Fort 


|#hich lyes u 


nn will bee ſooneſt expreſſed”; 
4 ap regards not, |. 


The Saint daily Bxercife 


12 iQ aregencrace man, ( for you maſt rake 
for by - ems thar-no naturell man is 
able tomakes prayer _ ro'G © v,ſeeing. 
[there is no fpirit an kim, but in the:regenerate 
man) there-is,I fay,fleſh and {pirir:now when we | 
cometa poure forth our hearts to the Lord, that 
ppermoſ, will bee ready to be pou- 

red ſort rſt; and charwhicikis (pirituall, iemay 
be lies in the bottame, and is kept in ; ſo that a 
[te 00 gr O Is ra act hebeea 
boly man; that is,ywhen ff hath gotren the 
hand,as in fmebess irmay; wheockl mind 

in blk Woazldly forrow; and Worldlyrme- 
oycing,and Worklly defires, deſires, and theſe (1 ping | 

h a| 


y, from whenceircomes : 
this;when'there 
upand the fleſh ma" 

For you muſt know this, thar ——_—_— there 
is a regenerate part in any man, is a great | 
—_— in that to-call ory andiit niardy 
disjoyned from ic, burthatis notalwayes in a; 
As we ſcea fountaine,it hath alwaiesan aprnes | 
to pow forth water, itis ready co breake into'a 
current,bur if it beftoppedwith (tones and mud 
or other impediments, it cannorbreakeour : (0 
he thar is aregenerate man;rhacharh a holy parr 
inhim, thero 15 andptneſſctoprayer. Which is 
thatwhich our Saviour faith, Afar, 25.47. The 


ocgnngen 7v omber is 
eneratepart is at 


2 a —— there is alwaics awilling- 


neſſe 


-. . 


| For this your muſt knaw, that theto aro two; |I=o wings in 


a man rege 
acrace, 


No naurall 


man can make 


an acceptable 
prayers 


A holy man 


may make a 


carnall praier, 


Right prayers 


Simle. 


Anaprnefſe in 
the regenerate 
| part to prayer, 

Mii. 36. 41, * 


— 


—_ 


Offered up in 
the Name of 
leſus Chrift, 


2 Crs 36, 
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nefſe that followes the fpirit, orthe e 
part ina holy man, bur, ſaith he, the feſb «back. 
werd, that is it that tops this fountain and there. 
fore Rom. 8. 27. Theſpirit is ſaid there to helpe our 
infirmities, and terake pur requeſis for ws, that is, 
even as a man:;removing ſtones from a founraine 
with his hands, makes the Warer a paſſage to 
breake out.into a current, ſothe Holy Gho# re. 
moves this fleſh,which ſtops up the currene, the 
ſpirit rakes away thoſe carnall impediments that 
are in us : and not onely ſo, bur ſtirreth up the re- 
generate part; and when that is done, wee are 
able to make a ſpirituall-prayer unto God in Chr;f 
leſus; So, that is the thing that you arenow to 
obſerve, that the Spiris muſt helpe our infirmi- 
ties, when we come tocall upon G oÞ, and our 
 ptaiers be ſo far acceptable as they bee the fruits 
of the te part; now wee want but one 
chi io thedefinition. 

—_— ſuch Prayers a: are offered to God in 

N ame of Ieſws Chriſt. 

Thisis athing that you all know, that thoſe 
prayers thatate notoffered up in-Chrift, are not 
acceptable, becauſe the is not regarded. 
k was the finne of Fzziahin 2 Chron, 26, Hee 
would goeto the Temple bimſelfe being a King 
on the Throne, .atid hewould offer incenſe with- 
outa Prieſt, VWedoe the very ſelfe-ſame thing, 
whenſoever we gaetoofferup any prayer to God 
without /eſw-Chrif.. Tn the old Law men might 
bripg their ſacrifices,but Kill the Prieſt muſt of. 
;.{o muſt weberc, and the reaſon is gi- 


Fn 
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at 
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| ven, Kevel.B becauſe theprayers chat come for 


us ſavour of the fleſh; from which they come : 
land the Angell of the Covenant ming/erh wuch 
ipcenſe with chemy wad makes them ſweet and ac- 
ceptable to Ged, vickeuanch incenſe ; rhatis,' as the 
fleſh is _ ſorhere needs more _ that 
made acceptable to God the Father. 
pry min une ab nar erapncwedne in One 
is, «ht Spirit that helpes oapiaſirmities,that helps us 
romake our pations, that quickens and inlar- 
geth Qur trearrs to/prayer : The otber is the ſnter- 
cefſor to\make them acceprable to Ged; that Hee 
may receiverhemandnor refuſe and refeAthem; 
So much fhatt frivefotrbe; firſt thing, to ſhaw 
you whar the duty is, what a right} true; and ac- 
ceptable prayer is:-. - | | 
Nay for the ſecond, why muſtmepyay'; For this 
nbjeRtiond marrmay make, the Zordktiowes my 
mihde-weltenough; and what needs ſuch ar ex- 
ofir by prayer > The reaſons briefly why 
the Lerd will have us to pray, are&taken; 
0 Partlyfrom himfelſe,. © © '- 
:i, Andparly fromus; '''* | p 
- \1From bimſelfc, oo to be- 
ſtow mercies upon 1s; yet 
leave before he givesthE. As(you khow)' fathers 
dowithcheir children,choogh rhey intend robe- 
Row ſuch vporthery as are needful}; yet 
they will have their childrenaskethem ; and as 
it is a<Gmion thing among men; though they be 
milling aman ſhbald'paſſt rtorow their ground 
yee they wall. have leave.askeds becauſe by that 


meanes 


ewill haveus aske his 


wvd. & 

Why we cauſt- 
our pray. 

ersin Chriſte 

Name, 


Interceffour 
double. 


will haye us to 
ray,ſecing he 
nowes our 
Wants. 


| 


2 
Why the Lord | 


—_—ſk 


es... Ah — 


——_— 


| meapes the property is acknowledged others ewiſe 
it would be takenas acommon high way, fo 


Lord will have his — 
they may acknowledge the property i 

thoſe gifts hee them Indeed o. 
therwile wee would forget by what-renure wee 
hold thoſe bleflings wee enjoy, and what ſervice | 
weowetothe Lord, av you know there is an ho- 
mage due to \Leard of a' Mannor, that he 
might bee acknow of his Fenants, ſorhe' 
Lordwill bave this dutyof prayer | 
wee may acknowledge that wee hold all ofhim, 
and chat wee might remember the ſervice wee 
ought 10 doe bim, to riſe and goe at his com- 
mand,that is,to doe his ſervice, which we would 


beready to ft if we were not accuſtomed rv 
che duty of calling on him. 
Likewiſe he will baveit done for bizhannun 


ſake, hee will beve meg call upon him, that rhey 
may learne to reverence bim, and likewiſe thar 
others might be ſtirred up to reverence him, and | 
to honour him,and to feare bio. The ſervants of | 
a Prince doing honour and: reverence: to their 
Lord, ftirre up thoſe that areJookers on: Incl as | 
the Schoolmen ſay of glory, Glory is properly 
this, not-when a man, hath an exceſlencie in 
him, ( for that hee may have, nil yerbee wich- 
out glory) but glery is an-oftentation;2 ſhew- 
ing out of that execlletcie, Its the char 
is uſed in the Sacrament; -You ſhall-celebrate 

Sacrament, that:you may, fre farehrbe Lords 


th, fa thebadwillbavens camcamd call ap- 


on | 


rw us ws At DE 


- © — 


- — —_—__ 


——— 


on his name ſhaw forth the dury of pra 
that we may ſhow forch his glory. This is forthe 
| Lord himſclfe. 

Now from our ſelves;we are to doe it,partly that 
the graces of ITY be increaſed in us: 
for prayer exerciſctht our graces,every grace is ex- 
erciſed in prayer,and they being exerciſed are in- 
WR —_—— phe for this ho Tude 
20, That younnay cdjie: your in your moſt hol 
faith, praying in the Holy Ghoſt, as if he ſhould fav. 
the way to edifie your ſelves, and build up your 
ſclves,is to pray inthe Hob Ghoſh, that is,by ſpiri- 
tuall prayer, made the power, aſſi- 
ſtance,and ſtrength of che Holy Ghoſt : Every ſach 
prayer builds us up, ic increaſeth every grace in 
us ; faith,repentance, love, obedience, and feare, 
all are increaſed by prayer. 

Partly becauſe they being exerciſed and ſet on 
worke in prayer, are more ready and apttorhe 
performance of this duty, rhan it they ſhould be 
—_ inured —_— - F; 
| nd partly alſo, yer brings us tO 

Communicmwhh Ged.For if rhe She compa- 

ny of thegodly one with another will incrcaſe 

| grace how much morewill commanioa wich the 
| Lord himſclfe quicken andencrea(e ir > - 

Moreover, 

| beacquainted with G o>, forthere is a firange- 

; nefle betweene the Lord and us, when we doe not 

| call upon his name. It is the command which you 


| ſhall finde in 10b 22. acquaint' thy ſelfe with the) 
Lord, that tho mayeFt have peace with him, and thou! 


ſhals 


PI 


is duty is required, that wee may | 


z In reſped of 
our ſelves. 


[ 
That the gra- 
ces in us may 
be increaſed. 
lude 10, 


2 
Toenxcrciſe 


grace. 


3 
To bringjus to 
communion 
with God. 


To avoyd 
with God. 


lob 32.211 


—_ 


dh 1 
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$1 mile, 


How acquain* 


tance is got 


tea and leſt 


i | him; for if Ged ſhould beſtow mercies upon us 


Nott. 

What we get 
without pray* 
cr,iv» fpent wn 


thaakefully. 


prayer, thatwee wearewith thankefulneſſe , and 
'that which wee get without prayer, wee ſpend, 


ſhalr have proſperitie. Now , you know how ac- 
quainrance growes amongſt men; it is by con-| 
verſing rogerher,by ſpeaking oneto another, On 
the other {tde, wee ſay; when that is broken off, 
when they ſalute not, or ſpedke one to another, 
a ſtrangcneſſegrowes; ſoiris in this: when wee 
come to the Lord, and are frequent, and fervent 
in this duty of callingupon him, wee grow ac- 
quainced with him , but without it wee. grow 
ſtrangers,and the Lorddwels a far off, neither are 
weable to bchold him, except we be accuſtomed 
to it, for the more wecome into his preſence, the 
more wee areacquainted with him. Therefore 
that isanother reaſon why wee ſhould uſe this, 
that we may get acquaintance with the Lord, 
Likewiſe, that we may tearne to be thankefull 

to him, forthoſe mercies we have received from 


unasked,we would forget them, bis hand would 
not be acknowledged in them ; and wee would 
not ſee his providence .indiſpoſing thoſe blef- 
ſings that wee doe enjoy ; but when wee come to 
aske every thing before him, wee are then ready 
to ſee his hand more, and toprize it more, and 
we arc diſpoſed to more thankefulnefſe, So that 
itis a ſurerule commonly, What wee winne with 


and uſe without any lifting up of the heart to 

Ged, in praifing;him, and acknowledging his 

band in beſtowing * hoon us : ſo you ſee what 
» 


[this duty is, 


__—_____ Secondly , 


—— 
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7a doing of. this. Sothe Apoſtles ſcope ” 
| ro 
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Secondly, why the-Zerd will have this duty 
formed, | 
Now thirdly, (inaword) whatisitto pre 

continually # The word in the otiginalh: figntfi- 
th, .ſucha of thisduty,as that you 
doe nor cealeto doe it; at ſuch timesas Gop 
requires it at your hands. - Compare this with 
that in the ſecond-Epiſtle ro Timothy 1.3, The 
Apoſtle ſayth there, that hee hath him in conri- 
nualt remembrance, praying for himnight and day, 
where the ſameword is uſed that is here. Now 
wee cannotthinke that the Apoſtle had Timothy 
in continual] remembrance ,, that bee was never 
outof his thought , bur tbe-meaning is, when 
heedidcall upon Go> , from day to day, hee: 
| till remembred. him, So to proy- continually 
| is tO pray-very much, topray atthoſe times 
| when Ged requires us to pray, Foritisghedefi- 
| nition that P ae gp ive of id!enefle, a man 
isthen ſaid tobce idle, when bee doth not thar 
which hee ought, in the time when it-is required- 
of. him. He is an idle man thatworkes not when! 
hee ought to worke , ſo bee-is ſayd not ropray 
cominually , that prayes nor when hec onghr to 
prey. Ina like manner I conceive this to be the 
meaningof the Apoſtle, Rejoyce evermore, Phil, 
4-4. ſo here when bee comes to this exhortation 
ofprayer , heecontentsnot him{elfe toſay,pray 
very often, but prey comtinually., av wee uſe 
freny rom our ſelves when wee-would have a- 
thing frequently done,wee ſay, ſee that you bee 


| 


Idlenes, what. 
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Obſey. 
A conſtant 
courſe of pray- 
| er,at lcaft 


| ewice a day 1s 


our duty. 
Queſt. 
Anſ[\v. 

The grounds 

of it. 

1 From the 

Text. 

» From cx» 

amplcs, 


Dan 6 3. 


4 From rea- 
for.s. 


| 

| 

| x That God 
; might be wor+ 
| $:pped, 
| 
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to ſhemrrhar it ſhoald bee exceeding often, and 
that it ſhould be very much done. Hence wee ga- 
ther this by rhe way. 

That wee are bound to k 


eepe our conſtant courſe of 


| calling upon God, at the leaft twice a dayywhat ſever wee 


: 


doe more, 
But yoo will ſay, 'what ground have you for 
that,why doe you inftance in that twice a day > 
Theg of iris this,, in that the Apoſtle 

bids us preycominually, that is, doe it exceeding 
m oe it very often, rhe leaſt we can doe iris 
twice a day we may doe it oftener,bur that, I ſay, 
is the leaft. - When wee have ſuch a command as 
this , when wee haveſuch a precept as this , Pray 
cantinually , and this rule illuftrated by ſuch ex-' 
amples as we have inthe Scripture, why is itre- 
corded,if it be not true of every example in thar 
| kind that is fayd of- rhe generall example, r.Cor. 
10. They are written for our learning # When ir is 
ſayd that Devidprayed oft , and Daniel expreſly 
in Dan, 6. 3. Heeprayed three times 8 daythat was 
his conſtant courſe,l ſay,wee may thinke wee are 
[ boand todoe it at the leaſt twice aday. 
| Capfider alſo a little the reaſon of it, why 
wee are bound to doe it ; In the Temple, you 
know the” Lord was worſhipped twice a F pay 
there was 'the - Morning and (Evening Sacrifice. 
; What was the ground of that commandement ? 
| Therewss no reaſorrof it; but thattheLoazy 
might bee worſhipped , and that was the time 
that he wonld haveit done,wwiceaday, morning 


—_— FT” IT A. > © ae -. 0. rc. i= = 
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indevening : bur beſides that, it was not onely 
that 
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that rhe Lerdmight be-worthi ({whercinwe 
ſhould follow that example of warthipping/him 
morning and evening. ) But likewiſe our occafi- 
onsare ſuch, thar, thats the leaſt we can doe, ro 
call upon. ham conſtantly morning and evening : 
for there is 20 day bur wee ufe many bleſſings, 
and we take many ofthis creatures. New we may 
cot take any of them without his leave 4 fo char 
thou art bound toaske for them-before chon rake 
them, and pray for a bleſing upon them, or elſe 
thou beſt noright to.rhem, chow baſk noclawyfull 
uſe of chem ; that is plaine, 1 Ties. 1 Ti4. 4. 
Creature of God us pages ought nos whe? we 
if it be received with thank (giving , for it ts ſanilified 
byprayer.}. So that, if you take common bleſſing s 
every day, and doe not ſeeke them at the Lords 
hands before you take rhem, are not ſan&i- 
fied unto you,you have nora lawtull uſe of them, 
you havenoright unto them. 
| Beſides; my beloved, itis thatwhich the Lord 3 
commands in every 'thing, Mate your requeſts | From Gods 
hnowne in every thing , that is,, whenſoever yoa |* 
'nced any thing, make yourrequeſts knowne z ſo 
in everything gree thanks, And therefore the leaſt | 
we can doc, whenwe have received, and doe need | 
fo many meTCies, is ro give thankes, and to feeke 
to him ſo often, fromday today. ' 
Moreover, doe not our hearts need it, are they 4 
not ready to goe Our of order, are they nheady | 7* keepe our 


hearts im 


ta contract handneſle; arexhey not readytogoe | ft 


——— 


2 
That we 
uſe bleflinge 
aright, 


from the Lordh/and 20 bee hardened from :Gads | 
feare > Thereforethis dary 15 needfull, inthar + 
C gard, 


— 
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}-gard rodormpole chemand bring them backe @.. 


'gaineiniop order; ow» Whol 

Laſtly, doc not the finnes wee eommitr daily, 
puta necoffiiry upon us of doipy this, that-rhey! 
may bee forgiven, anc done away, and that wee 
may bcereconciled eG vD againe? Therefore: 
doc notthink that nes-2n ard itrary thing to call! 
upon God, twice a day,'becaulc thore is noparti-| 
<ular exprefle:command ,_ for'if you coalider! 
theſeplaces that have named, and the reaſons,| 
wee-fball fee thore: is @necefſity livs vpon us ts, 


; | doeiit. Sormuch:thall {erve for thar, & come now 


to make ſameuſe of thischat hath beene delive 
red. | | 

Eirft in char ſoeh prayers asthe Letd accepts, 
arean expreflion.of boly deſires, ſuch deſires, l 
meane, as riſe from the-regeheaare part of a-man:: 


Hence chen inec ſec tharallnacurallmenare ins; . 


miſerable condition, whea times of extremity 
come, when the dayvh deathrcomes; whon there! 
isno.otherhelpein theworld; bur ſecking roche] 
Lond,when all the creatores forſake them, andure| 
norabletohelprhem, & there 1s. nowayrogots 
the Lord bur by prayer; if prayer be an effecband 
fruitonly oftbe regetcrate part of aman, wherot | 
acarnall man is not partaker,then be i91namile- 
rable condition. Therefore letfuch mencenſider! 
this aspat all offto times of extremity. Putthe| 
cafe warningenough,-at ſuch a rime,, 
& baſttheuſe of thy underſtanding, yer thou art) 
nodabletb doe doy good withourthis regenera-) 
ticn;(or,if thebe be notgrace inthe bears, thouair) 
ney 


_— 
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not-able tomake-a ſpiritual] prayer to the Lords 
ſuch as hee accepts, Therefore take heed of de- 
ſcrripg and putring off, labour to bee regenerate, 
to have your hearts renowed |, while you.-beve | 
tie, and if thou he notable recall upon God in 
the time of health , how wile! thou doe-at when 
thy wits, and thy ſpirits are ſpent and Joſt, in the 
times of Ghekeneſſe and extreamity > T herefore | 
ktthet be confidered, which wee doe but touch, | 
by the way. brjetlys = mv ofiyuo vitro | | 
Scroedly, ifthe ko np command this, if it 7772 
bce the cammarnid of God, Pray continually > Then | 
take heed of neglecting thisdury, ratherbee ex- | 
| borted to bee frequent, and erent in it,: 19 rm | xpvec * 
tinue qhereir, end natch thera mich ali perſener once. | | 
It is a common fault amongſt us, cither wee are 
teady'ro Omit-it, or cotac to.it' uawHllitgly, or 
elſe wee perfarme it inacarcleffe andiveghigent 
manner, nat. comideringiwhat a commandyerth 
uponthe ſans ofmen to me>it:conſtandy 
/and conſci y.1bcſcecb you'tberefore'cooft> [Morives ta 
der firſt, that it is a-priviledge purchaſed by the |Proxer: 
blood of reſwsChrift; Chriſtdicd for thisend;ircoft |c,a,vq mw; 
him the ſheddipgof his blood; Thap mee through | chis end, 
Frayhawer pwr _—_— 
him, might hove entrance te the Throne of gracts and 
will you fet ſuachaprimledge asthivilie fnlÞ- If 
you doe;fo far as is1n yYou,you cauſe his blaod ro 
bee ſhed in vaine: far jf you negle@the privile- 
| ges gotten by rhar bjood, fo far you negledt- the 
| blood that procuted themy nit ta ndgſect this | 
| duty, ivtonegle that; Beſides; ihwentke you | 1c is Gods 
the reaſon, why you Ro from otherfins by 
2 you 
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3 
The example 
of Saints, 
Dan 6-19, , 
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you tedlennr; whiiyourommit oor adulterie, 


_— CO OI = 


and marther; Thercafoh'thar you give, is, be. 
caufothe Lord hath:commanded you. Hath fot! 
the Lygcommanded you topray conſtantly, at. 
atl:riees > If:you make confcience of onecom:, 
mandement,>hy:dbeyoundar. of another >! -* /| 

Confider Darie/imthis cafe, in the 6.00 Dai. 
el, hee would nor omita conſtanteourſe of pray. 
er, hee did it threetimes a day, and that washis! 
ordinary cuſtome. If hee would nor omir it to, 
ſpare his'life, if tnewonld noromir- it in fuch 2 
caſe of danger as that , why will you omir it for! 
buſineſle,fora lirtle advantage, fora little gaine, 


-| fora lire wealth ; or pelte, or pompe, or pleas, 
 ſare;, or wharfoever may draw you fromthar du. 


rie2 231D | | 
Doe bur conſider, what an unreaſonable,and! 
unequal! ching it is : that when rhe Dord gives us, 
meat anddrinke, andcloches, fromday roday,| 
when hee givesxus flerpe every nighr;) when hee| 
provides forus ſach comforts, aswoe fave neede. 
of, ſo tharthe leaſt creature derhnor us any ſer-) 
vice ; bur as farre as hee {ets it on worke to doe! 
char ſervioe; ſor us to forger him,and not ro give 
bim thankcy,)and not to-aske rheſe things at 
his hands; 'not roſeckeuntobim,, but to live as 
without Go »-in the rorid , as many doe, who\ 
negled chis dury- : Ifay, it is a profeffion of li- 
vingwityour'Q ©» it theworld ; wee are ftran-) 
pers ts: him ; iris open rebeltion agaioft trim. 
Therefore rake heed of omitring ir,rake heed of 
negleQing'ir, 


— 


— 
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5 « to: £. . << em. SS a ons am £A aw £A XXX cas ma o£A oo oo as © 8 _ ee a a Ac\>\] þh } om _ m4. 


The Saints daily Exerciſe. 


——_ adtbetn.. Jas. Ai 4 ——_ —_ my... 4 
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Beſides all this, wee ſhould doe it for our 

if awne ſakes, if wee conſider what uſe we have of | The vSS- 
| this duty for our ſelves, Is it not the key that | it- 
| openeth all Gods treaſures > When Heaven was 


= ſhut up,vas.not this the key that open'd ir >when 
| the wombexwere ſhut up, was not this ir that os | p,,,.. x. hey 
47: B | p<ped them? You know, Eliah projed farreiney ff | to unlocke 
_ wee may ſay forevery other bleſſing, All G ov v == treaſures 
his! treaſures are locked up to thoſe that doe nor call 
_ vpon his name, this opens the doore to them all, 
w» whatſoever they be that we have occaſion to uſe; 
"I this is effeQual. And:this doth it better than any 
boy thing beſides; If a man be ficke, I will be bold to | 
a ſay,a faithful prater is more able to heale his dif- 
"Wl caſe than the beſt medicine; The prater of faith ſhal 


| heale the ſicke, Tam. 5. You know the woman that 
ad! bad the bloody iflue, when ſhe had ſpent all up- 
on Phyſicians, and could doeno good, then ſhee 


” cameto Chriſt, and offered a fairhfull prayer to 
wy bim, that did it, when ſo many yeeres Phy ficke 


mT could nar doe it.Feloved,if there be a Prince, or a 
vr. | [great man, whoſe minde wee would baverurned 

| towards us, a faithfull prayer will doe it ſooner 
| than the beſt friends. & it was with Nehemiah, 
an ou know his &, that the Zord would give 
[im forom inohe t of the man , if wee bee inany 
ho! | | firair,as it was an /oſophs caſe, if we bave any difh- 
ti. cult matrerx are; to paſſe, this praicrand ſeck- 
in-! {| | ing tothe Lord will cxpedite,and fer us at liberty 
ſooner, it will findea way tobgingir abpur more 
than allche wirs.intbe world, becauſe ic ſes” God 


0L nQrke.. Yu lave-n0 payer © dagenything. 
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Ir1s the beſt 
way to hill the 
heart with joy. 


Jobn 16, 24+ 


James 5+ 23+ 
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Certainely a praying Chriſtian thar is prevalent 
and porent with 6G 
able rodo more than all the witches in the world, 
for they ict the Divell a-worke, but prayer ſets 
Ged a-worke, it ſets him a-worke to doe us good, 
to heale us, and rodeliver us out of extremities : 
acd therefore, I ſay, for our owne ſakes, even out 
of ſelfe-love,and for common comforts you have 
necdto uſe this. Certainely, if theſe things were 
beleeved, (for you heare them onely, you give us 
the hearing for the time, but if they were belce- 
ved,) many would be more frequent in this duty, 
they would not be ſo negligent in it, or come 1n 
ſo eareleſſe a manner to ir, 

Furthermore, I beſeech you to conſider this, 
every mandefires joy and comfort,and common- 
ly one thing that keepes us off from this duty, is 
ſports and _—_ ures, one thing or other, that we 
take delight in, which dampe and hinder us in 
theſe things, in ſpirituall performances: Praier is 
the beftway of all other tofill thy heart with erue 
joyas we fec in vb. 16, 24. hee ſaith there, 1» my 
Name ye hate arhed nothing hitherto, but now ache, 
that your joy maybe full. This is one motive that 
Chriſt uſerh ro exhorr us to bee frequent in this 
dory,thac our joy may befull : which I take tobe 
the meaning of that th 7ames 5. If any man be ſad, 
let hizs pray, not onely becauſe prayer is ſutable 
ro ſuch adiſpoſition, bur likewiſe it will cheere 
him up, it is theway to-ger comfort , Ff ay bee 
ſad, let bin pray. Soit is in Phil: g.'8. all things 


male jour requeRs Irowne, and adder — 


(that ſeekes to bim) hee is | 
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keepe you in the communion of Teſus Chriff : That is it 
that brings , and quietneſſe , and therefore 
there is much reaſon why we ſhould be conſtant 
in this duty, it is thatwhich quickens us, ir is 
that which fills us with joy, and comfort, and 
with true peace, which every one deſires. 
Moxeover,conſiderit is thy buckler, prayer is 
the helmet that thee ſafe;when a man neg- 
lets it,when he ceaſeth to goe to God by prayer, 
when he once ſhewes himſelfeto be a erto 
the Lord by ny this duty, then hee 1s out 
of the pales of his proteQis, like the conies that 
goc out of their burrowes, for ſo is the Lord to 
thoſe that pray : the Lord 13 a prote ion tothoſe 
that call upon his Name. The very calling upon 
his name is a runnin —_ 0D "= $, a it 
were, that is, a putting our ſelves under his ſha- 
dow ; wy IE IT gs nn 
dreſt abroad from him. Now doe wee not need 
proteQion from outward dangers, from day to 
day 2 doe we not need to be kept from the inward 
danger of finne and temptation ? Surely praier is 


| one part ofthe ſpirionel/ Armour, as we lee Eph. 6, 
In - 


t Armor of God, prayer is reckoned u 
the laſt,as chat which buckles up all the reſt; fair 
the Apoſtle, Continue inprayer, and watch to it with 


perſeverance, And you have the more reaſon todo | , 


it, becauſe it is not enely a part of this armour, 
but it enables you touſe all che reſt, ro uſe rhe 
Word, and to uſe Faith, for prayer ſtirs them up 
all. Whar is it to have Armor, and not to have tt 
tady 2 now prayer makes 3 ready. Therfore you 
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{ce Chrift preſcribes the ſame-rulcin Afar, 2 6.41, 
Pray, that you enter not into temptation : as if that 
were the way to ſecureus,to ſhelterandt 
us ſafe from falling into.rempration. It is athing 
Ll would adviſe yau to, ta pray,:and' to ſceke to 
the Lordcontinually. There if weehould 
uſe onely this one reaſonto you, ve bee conſtant 
in this dutie, betauſe it +3 for:your ſafery, it 
wcre ſufſlecient, Yourknow, when a maty is ts 4 
Citie whoſe Wally are broken downe, when hee lics 
expoſedto-tempration,betsina Tuners caſe, 
Sol may-nſc this Dilemma to you, it you bavea 
diſpofitionand youthink thus, hope i ammwell 
enough, b hope: my heart's in: a good remper 
enough, I em not now expbſed to- any rempra- 
tion, L fearenothing;make this argument againſt 
thy ſelfe, VWhy doe Enegle& fogood a gale, if 
my heart be{owell diſpoſed 10:pray; why doe 
then omitit> Againe;if therebe any indiſpoſich 
on inme,why doc [ hazard my ſelfe z what if Sa- 
tan ſhould fer thee Þ'whar-if the World 
ſhould ſer uponthee > whatif a-ſutablerempra- 
rion agrecable to thy luſts beoffredeart thou nor 
indanger?and therefore a conflant courſe ſhoald 
| be kept in itye ſhould take heedoof being negli- 
gent init, Andwilla man now profeſle that he 
opcs hee is the ſervant of Ged, and ina-good e- 
ſtate, alchoughhe donot pray.ſo much/asothers, 


: | (we ſpeaknor of frequoney fimphyybiit of ficha 


performance as is required)l ſay;toprofeſierhar 
thouarta ſervantof. Chrift, ant thar- thou Taveſt 
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f [pimInd tharbet is thy hutband cad that ow 
% — | 


—_ 


—_— 


— —— D—— - 


oz 


art his ſervant,and yer calkeft not upon him from 
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| if thou diddeſt love himghogwouldeſt expreſſe 


1 bee ourfriend, and that weeUclight in him,and 


{is goodenough, they ſtand in good tearme 
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day to day, that isan idle thing, it:is impoſſible 
thy felfe in callinguponhbisname. Shalla triend 
thatis an acquaintanceonely to us, in whom wee 
delight, bur come tous, an} wee! are willing to 
_ manyhoures with hinry and (hall we pro- 
c{ſe our ſelyesto bee friends af: Ged, and him to 


yetnegle@ this dutie 2 This is a common thing, 
among you, when you ſee a man that med1. 
rates all bis matters himſelfe, or if hee doe open! 
his minde, and tell chem to. ſome body elſe, 
it muſt bee ſuch a one as profeſleth tobe a friend! 
to him; now if this friend ſhould never heare- 
from bim , nor hee ſhould never ſpeake to him,; 
or if hee doe, it is in ſuch a.negligent manner, as 
it may appeare , hee doth. nor truſt him, hee 
doth not regardAwlige Beecantder for him, and: 
hee doth ir ſo ſhortly ,” that hee can ſcarſely rel! 
what the buſineſſe is, I fay , in ſuch a caſe,] 
would you not reckon his profeſſion of friend- 
ſhipro bee an idle and empty profeſſion > Now' 
apply it-ro thy felfe, hob: that 

communion with Ged,and they hope their eſtate 


with him,bur yer, if they be in any neceſſitie,fors 
all the matrers and occaſions that fall our "from 
day ry dey; either they rhinke of them in them-} 


$j with oar ſtare þ 
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[f wee bee 
friends of Ged 
weermutt ace 
quaint him 


by praycr,.. 


ſelves,or 7 fn aprenough to declare them to 
man, orif theygoetoGov, they doe it neg-) 


ligently, they poaſtoverthe matter, ſo-as they, 
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bave ſcarce leaſure to expreſſe them(clves and 
their doings ; doe you thinke hee will cake ſuch 
yo an wr is true, 
ound, hearty on? Therefore (to end 

this) 1 buſionk you conſider it, na yoo | 
heed of being remiſſe and negligent 
init; 9 TE; 
mand the Loxs, 
Pray continually, 
(*z®) 


SERMON: 


1 Tuls 4. 5.17, 


Pray continually. 


DISSENT OT to repeat what hath beene 
Ag. Jetiveond eaten ceefathie point 
lH 00 us alittle further, ( for, what 


ESSAYS ſhould keepe a conſtant courſe 
o this dune, fince the very life 
| of Religion, cooſifts-init?) I addethis-ro all I 8 

| preſſed mube. morning, that if. you doe-neglect | 1Þ* onion | 
a" this dutie,, it expoſeth you to great didran: | advantage | 
tage; both forthe outward man, and for the in- | =**- 
ward may; and there arc but theſe two that you 
neecdto.carefion,; - :: || 


BY 


Forl 


z2$ 
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In the ont» 
ward Man, 
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| Fortheoutward man, it deprives you of the 
bleſſing : pur the caſe you have never ſo good t 
ſucce © in your enterprizes, put the caſe you f 
yet till c 

bu 

f 


| have outward comforts in a 
the bleffing is wanting ; and not onely fo, but ir 
uncovers the roofo, as it were, and the curſe is 
rained downe upon your tables, upon your meat 
| anddrinke, upon all the endeavours, and all the , 

d 


| enterprizesyourtakein hand; Wee confider not 
what we doe, whenwe ages this duty, rowhat 
| dangerwee expoſe Our ſelves unto from day to 


day; for it is one thing, to bave outward com- U 
forrs,and another thing ro bave the bleſſing with : 
them. : P 
Rq—_ conſider what loſſe you ſuffer in the d 

| inward man, when yee negle& this duty at any y 
time; for that is readyto be diſtempered, and t 
to goc out of order, it is ready to contra hard- s 
{ neſle, to contra ſoile z ſpirituall grace is read t 
todecay.lt fals out with a mans heart, as it dot a 
with a Garden thatiis negle&ed, it will quickly ju 
bee over-runne with weedes, if you looke nor di- c 
ligentlyo ir, and the way t6-looke to it; is con- f 
i 


ſtancie in this dutie, That is a notable place /#6 
obſerved ſome diſtemper in 
[obs affe &ions(as he a nded it)be rels him 
| that the ſpeech hee ultd'was nor-comely, but 
vaincand finfull: andwhatthen >* hb(ſaith 
| hce) chow reflraineft prayer from the Lord + As ifhe 
fhould ſay, It is impoffible, 746, that thou ſhoul- 
| deſt fall into theſe diftempens, if thod diddeſt 

keepe thy courſe conſtantly in this duty; theres 


ſore 


15. 4. when Eliphaz 


RR ————— 
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fore ſurely (faith he) thou reſtraineſt prayer from 
the &ord, Soiti4wichus, ler osreftraine prayers 
from Go», and diſtempers will ariſe quickly in 
our ſpirits, worldly-mindednefſe will beeready 


wee ſhall forget God, and forger our ſelves, and 
forget the good purpoſes, and deſires wee had : 
and therefore that you may keepe your hearts in, 
order, you-muſt keepe a conſtant courſe in this 
dutic:which if you doe,though your peace be in- 
recrupted, this will repaire it againe,it will make 


up the breaches againe, though there bee ſome 
diſtempered affections that grow upon us, yet 
prayerwill compoſe all. As fleepe compoſeth 
drunkenneſfe, fo prayer will compoſe the affei- 
003-2 a-man may pray himſelfe fober againe, no- 
tbing doth it ſooner, nothing doth it more effe- 
Qually,, and this you ſhall finde, that as you ei- 
ther omit ir, or flight ir over, ſo you ſhall frode 
a proportionable weakenefſe growing upon the 
invardman, as the bodie feeles, when it negle- 
Geth either fleepe or dyer, or exerciſe: there- 
fore roend this exbortration, let us bee conſtant 
in it, 

Onely remember this, (when weeexhort you 
thus to keepe a-conſtant courſe, for which you} 
heard fomany reaſons inthe morning, I ſay,re- 
member this caution) that if itbe performed in 
a formall, or ina cuſtomaric and overly manner, 
youwere as good toomit it alrogether: for = 


Inward dif: 


pers ariſe, if 


to grow upon us, wee (hall bee apr to bee carnal, | p"ay<r beneg- 


Simile, 


Wee were 2» 


good oet prey 


verly Manner, 


weight : when ir is a0.cutward picture, ad 


Lard takes nor our Prayers by number, bur eh 
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carcaſſe of prayer, whenthercis no life, no fer-| 
vency4n it,hee regards it nor. ” Bee not deceived! 
inthis;it isa very uſuall deceit ; it may bee a 
mans conſcience would bee upon him , if bee 
ſhould omit it altogether z and therefore when 
| hee doth ſomething, hisbcart is ſatisfied, and" 
fo hee growes worſe and worſe ; therefore con; 
der, I fay, thatthevery doing of this duty, is 
Wi. wr | AX thatwhichthe Lonxp heeds, but hee will 
a pateumed | Dave it ſo performed , that the end may bee ob- 
aright, [tained, and that the thing may be cffeRed; for 
© |which youpray. If a man fend his ſervanttogoe 
SIRE [to ſuch a place, it is not his going to and fro 
| 


that hce regards, but bee would have bim todil- 
' patchthe buſineffe, ſo in all otherworkes, hee 
cares not for the formalitic of performance, bur 
would bavethe thing ſodope, that it may bee 
of ufe to-htm : It you fer a fervantto.make a fire 
Similes | for you, and hegoe, and lay ſome greene wood 
| together, and perhaps put a few coales.under, 
| this is not to take a hire for you, but he muſtei- 
| ther get dry wond;or bee mutt blow'rall it burne, 
and be fit for uſe : ſo when your kearts are unfit, 
when they are like greene wood , when you come 
, to-warme them, and to quicken them by prayer 
Preyerins cus £0 God, it may bee you you overthis durie, and 
ftomery wan». Jcave your hearts as cold, and as diſtempered as 
ner mere... hey were before : My Beleved, this is norto per- 
; forme this dutie. This duty is effetually pertor- 
med , when your hcarts are wrought upon by'4r, 
| and when they are brought toa better tune; and 


| toabetter temper than they were before. = a | 
© 


— 
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fnd fintull luſts there, your buſinefle is to worke) 
| them outby prayer, to rcafon the matter, to ex- | 
poſtulate the thing before the Loo, and not|y,,_ 
to give over, till you have ſer all the whceles of | doein prayer 
your ſoule right, till you-have madeyourhearrs 
pertedt wht Go p ; and if you finde- your hearts | 
roo muck caving to theworld, you muſt weane; 
themand take them off, if you findea deadneſſe, | 
unaptnesand indiſpoſition in you, you. mult lift 
up your foules cothe Lord; and norgive overtith 
yoa beqaitkned'; and this is to performe the 
dutic m'ſuch a.magnner-as-the Lord-accepts, . 0- 
thenviſem is an tiypocriticall performance : for | Hypocrifie, 
this is bypocrifie, whena man is notwillingto \**** 
ler the day: goe-alrogerher, nor- yer is willing 
to pertorme it fervently,and in aquickeand zea- 
lons manner: for hee that omits iraltogetheris | 7a 
a profane perſon, and hee that performes it zea- 
loully, and. to-purpoſe, is an holy man, bur an 
hyporrite goes betweene both, hee would doe | 
ſomerbing at ir; bur he will not doe it throygh-| 
ly. And therefore, if thou findethat thou haſt 
 lubbred. over this dutie, from day to day; "that 
| thou performeſt it-in a vegtigent manner, and 
| perfunAorilie,, know that ir is an On! 
callperformance; and rhereforewhen we ſpend |: 
o-much' rime-in exhorting: you to a conſtant 
courfe in rhis duty; ill remember, chat you | 
muſt perſorme- itin ſuchramanner, thar:ie may 
taverheateand; lite in ir, tharirmay beeaccep- 
table ro'G-0+» , and doe govdrito your-owne | 
hearts, to-bring thento-a more: holy frame of | 


grace, |, 
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Mal. 3.10; 


Similes 


eArſw. 2. 
Ir is greater 
than worldly 
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therefore 
ſhou d be pre- 
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gracc,and toa better temper, than (it may bee) 
you found them in, when you went about the 
duty. | 

And if you obje& now ; I, but it will coſt us 
much time ro doe this, 

Indeed this is one common cauſe, among all 
the reſt, that keepes us off trom the thorow per- 
formance of this duty, but (to ſpeake to that ina 
word) remember this; that the time that is ſpene 
in calling upon Goo, binders you not in your 
bufinefſe, though it feeme to hinder you, and 
though it takes ſo much from the heape, yer in- 
deed it increaſcth the heape,as it is ſaid of rithes 
and offerings, Bring them i», and thinke not, that 
becauſe you leſſen the heape, that you are poorer 
men: no, ſaith the. Lord, it will increaſe your 
ſtore, 7 will open the windowes of Heaven, and you 
(hall have ſo much the more for it; ſo it 1s true in 
this caſe. In other things you ſee it well enough; 
You know, the baiting of the borſe hinders not 
the journey, and the oyling of rhe wheele, and 
the whetting of the ſcith, though there be a ſtop 
in the worke for a time, yet as-our common ſay- 
ing is, A whet 117 let, and thedoing of this is a0 
impediment. | 

Secondly, put the cafe it were, yet is it not the 
greater buſinefle > what is it that you get by all 
your labours, and travailes 2 if it bee riches, it 
comes not into any compariſon-with grace and 
bolineſſe, with that riches wherewith prayer 
wakes you rich, But, ſay it bee ſomewharmore 
noble chan that, as icarnipg, or knowledge : yet 


what 


a 
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what is that to the renewing of Gods Image in 
us ? were ir not berter,to ſpend time to get grace 
to make us rich to God, to make us to get firength 
inthe inward man, to paſſe thorow all varieties 
of afligions, in getting that which is the chie- 
feſt excellency of all others > foris nor that the 


the having of Geds Image , you know it excelled 
all other oxcellencics in the world , and ſoir doth 
ſtill : now the more you pray, the more you ger 
of this p>wege:for a manof much praier is alwaics 
a man of much grace, itmuch increaſeth thoſe 
a oe gifts,which are vac chen _ out- 
wa ou can get by your imploymenr 
anddili _—_ ia them L. ans Log ſay. L h ir 
do ſpend you much time, yet know (as Chrift ſaid 
to Mary) hee that prayes much, though hee be 
a great loſer in other things, yet he chooſerh the bet- 
ter part. 

Laſt of all,confider this, when thou comeſt to 
offer ſacrifice to God, wouldeſt thou offer thar 
' which coſt thee nothing + If thy continuing in 
prayer and ſpending much time in it, ſhould coſt 
thee ſome diſadvantage in thy affaires, & ſhould 
loſe thee that which another gaines, ſorthat thou 

etteſt not ſo much knowledge, as another man 
 doth,thou doeſt not ſo much in thy trade, inthy 
buſineſſe, thoudoeſt notſer things in order, as 
[thou mighreſt have done , yer know this, that ir 
is reat wiſedome to 'make our ſervice to Gov 
| coſtly tous; you know Davids choiſe; 


beſt excelleney > When Adamwas in Paradiſe, 
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hee would necdes iverhe worth to Araunds the 


baſineſſo, and poſt it over , beeauſeof other 


LOR 131 


Anſw. To; 
| Thre beſt &W6 
tingeo it, ro 
; fall gpor PBTr. 
| formance. . 


Tebuſite for tharwhHich he bought; in like mannet 


ſince it is 20a good Maſterthart fecs-whar you | 


doe, that knowes what it coſterhy and whar-loſſd 
youre at, and withall that.is willing and able 
worecompence it, why ſhould you-ſhorren rhis 


; , and other buſineſſe that you have-to 
Qe ? 

Oh;butamanwill ſay farther, I amwillingts 
doe it,bur-I am unfit for it,and it may be the lon 
ger I ſtrivecheunfitter[ grow... | 

Totbis Ianſwer, firſt,io generall; if thow doe 
itas well ax thou caaſt, though rthoudoe irnet (6 
well as thou ſhouldeſt, in this- caſe,. God accepts 
the will for the deedegvhen a man puts his ſtreogth 
to it, when there is no indiligence in him, w 
there.isno lazineſſe , (for in thatcaſe howill/nox | 
accept the will for the deed, but) whena: man! 
doth his utmoſt, as thoſe that. would have given 
mor and could not, their wilt was : ted for 
thedeede,in 2+. Cor. 8. 12.1 ſay,yben thou doeſt 
what thou canſt, when thou ſpareſtno labourto 
get thy heart upon the wing,toraiſe and quicken 
it, and to inlargeittothis duty : then Goo ac 

rs'1Tt,- 

ut againe ,. F adde further,there is awunsil- 
falneſſe in going about this duty : many times 
when weare not 
fiererby ſpending time in thoughes, andmeditz« 
tions before, which I deny not bur theymay bo 


we thinke to-make ourſelves: |. 
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profitable, buryet.this Iwill ny | 
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owne thoughts, now he ou about to overcome 
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thatthe beſt way to fit our ſelves to this dutic, 
when we finde an indiſpofition unto ir, as, not to | 
ſtay tillwee bave ourſelves by medita- | 
tion, but to fall preſently upon this dury; (I will 
give you the realonof it) becauſe though-a pre- | 
paration is required for the performanceof every | 
{piritualldutie, yer, the remote preparation is 
- which is intended,and meant, when wee fi 
we mult prepare : for, if we ſpeake of that which | 
is immediate, the very doing of thedutyis the | 
belt preparation to it. For-example,-it a man | 
were torunne a race, if hee were to doe any bodi- | 
ly exciciſe, there muſt bee trepgth of body, hee | 
muſt be fed well, that he may have ability; bur | 
the uſe of the very exercile it ſelfe, the very par- | 
ticularaQ, which is of the ſame-kinde with the 
exerCile, is the beſt thing to fit him for it: ſo in 
this dutic of prayer, it is true, tobe ſtrong in the 
izzard man, to bave much knowledge, to.have 
much grace, makesaman able and fttorthe du- 
tic, but.if you ſpeake of the immetliare prepara- 
tion for it, 1 ſay,the beſt way to us 13 the 
very duty it ſelfe, asall aQ ions (of the ſame kind) 
increaſe the habits; o prayer makes us fir for 
prayer; andthat i a rule, Thewasy to godiineſſe # in 
the compaſie of gedlineſſe it ſelfe , that 1s, the way to 
grow in any grace is the exerciſe ot that grace. 
ltisa pointthat Luthey preſled, and hee preſ- 
ſed it-outof bis owne 
ſon hee uſcth ; In this c 
gocs aboutto fic himcife, by working-on bis 


his 
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bis unfirneſſe by his owne ſtrength, and to-con. 
tend with Satan alone; butwhen a man feeſerh 
an COIL goes to God by prayer,reft. 
ing on G oÞ to fit him, hee takes Gods ſtrengrh 
to.oppole the indiſpoſition, and deadneſle of his 
fleſh, and the remprations of Satan, that hinder 
him,and reſiſt him. Therefore you (hall find this 


rforme the duty. If you ſecke toex- 
_— and devolve your ſelves out of your un- 

eneſſe, by the working of your owne thoughts, 
commonly you involve your ſelves farther into- 


namely to 


thoſe labyrinrhs, and are caught more and more; 
But this I ſpeake by the way — mattey 
of onfienefſet The maine anſwer to this objeRion 


is,thatwhich I gave you before,that ifa man doe: 
what he can,and doit faithfully,and in fincerity, 
that indiſpoſition ſhall not hinder him :therfore 
ill remember it muſt be done, it 1s Not an ex- 
euſe to us, at anytime, nor ought ro be, that we 
fhould omit the dutic wholly, under pretence of 
an unfitneſſe, 

3 Aman is ready to ſay againe, But I find ma- 
nydiffieulties, how ſhall I doe to remove them ? 

The beſt way hereunto I can take, -is the very 
naming of the difficulties themſelves ro you, that: 
you may know them,and make account of them; 
therefore conſider this in generall, that iris not 
an eaſie thing to call 'upor G: o-» conflatitly: | 
our miſprifion of the dutie, out reckoning of 
it, that it- is a-rmore facile and eafie thing than 


CA EC 
—_— 


us notto gocabout it with that intenſion, which 
otherwiſe wee would, bur conſider a little what 
it is. The dutic is very ſpirituall, and our 
hearts are carnall, and it is no cafe thing to 


ther, 
Then againe,our natures are very backward to 


his greatglory, by reaſonof his Majeſtic , who 
dwells in light inscceſſeble , and our weake eyes are 
aptto bedeneded with it; and partly out of unac- 
cuſtomedneſſe, wee are not uſed toir, and there- 
foreweare ready to fly from him, as beaſts that 
are wilde, and never were tamed to our hands, are 
ready tofly from us,ſo backeward is our nature to 
comeinto his preſence. 


very thing keepes us backe,for if a mans hearrbe 
cheerefull, it is apt tO — in other things, & 
if a mans heart be ſad (on the other fide)ifir bee 
a light ſadnefſe, men are ready todrive it away 
with company,and with ſports, and with doing 
' otherthings: But if the fadneſſe be great,we are 

ſwallowed up with anguiſh of ſpirir, andthena- 
ny thing is caſter than to pray; as you may ſee by 
Indas, it was eafier forhim to diſpatch himſelfe, 
than to goe and call upon God ſoit is with men, 
whenthey have exceffive griefe , when their an- 
guith of heart is _— great : ſo tharwhe- 
thera man hath « cheerefull diſpoſition, or a ſad, 
whether the ſadneſſe bee great or ſmall, till you 
ſhall findeadifficulty, If weebe idle, and have 
D 3 nothing 


bring ſpiricuall duties, and carnall hearts roge- 


come into the Lords preſence, partly by reaſon of 


Apaine, the variety of occaſions hinders us, e-- 


Woe, 


pn _ 


TS 
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pork to doe, our hearts will bee poſſeſt with 

ou gbts,and ifwe be ful of buſineſſe, that 
Liftrads us alfa and Indifpoſeth us on the other 
fide : ſo ſtill there are impediments. 

Bur there is one great impediment,among the 
reſt, and moſt common , which is worldly cares, 
and worldly-mindedneſe ; worldly cares hinder 

ſpiricuall prayer, and ſpiritual conference, and 
x holy performance (almoſt)ofevery duty;and 
thereforeif if you inde a difficulty. in ir, looke nar- 
rowly if that be not the cauſe, 

Againe,another great cauſe of this difficul 
pans of ſuch backwardneſſe to.it, of ſuc 
iſpoſition tet, is, becauſe wee doe not well 
conſider the nature of Ged, wee want faith in bir 
power, and inhis rovidence ; weedoc not conſt. 
der G ov s diſpoſing hand , which harhthe gui- 


dance in overy Ling chatbelongs to us,ig health, 


in ſickeneſſe, in poverty, in riches, in good ſuc- 
ceſſe, and ill cacteſſe: | for ifwee did ſee the pro- 
vidence of Ged.,, and acknowledge itmore , wee 
ſhould be ready i rocall upon bim ; but this wane 
of faith in his providence, that the Lord is not 
ſeene in his greatnefie, and in his mighty power, 

this cauſeth men to bee backeward to ſceke to 
him, but very forward to ſecke tothe. creatures, 

When wee have any thing to doe, of any. conſc- 
quence ,. wee are ready to.poſt from this man to 
that man, and from-this meanes to that meanes, 
bupvery backeward and negligent to go-t0 God in 
prayer, tahave the thing brovght.re-pa Ne that 


wee.deſtre y, cio romeo fs 
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and from ignorance of G oo, and our not right 
conſideration of him. | 
Beſides, Sera» hinders us exceedingly in this 
duty; for he knowes of what momenr ir is, and 
ofwhar conſe , and therefore hce doth as 
| the Aremites did, hee fights not apainft ſmall ner 
|great,but againſt the King, he knowes it is this duty 
which quickens every grace, it is the greateſt e- 
nemy which he hath, and if he can keepe us from 
prayer, hee hath the upper band ofus, hee hath 
wreſted the weapon out of our hands, hee hath 
diſarmed us,as it were,and then he may doe what 
he _ —_—_ . | 
aſtly, the we commit,eſpecially groſſe 
ſinnes, t _ hindeened 23 this Cutie, 


formanceof it : for ſinnewounds the conſcience, 
it disjoynteth and diſmembers the foule, and a 
disjoynted member, = know, is unfit to doe 
any buſinefle , yea, when the finne is healed and 
forgiven, yet there is a ſoreneſle left in the heart, 
though ſome aſſurance of pardon ſhould follow 
| upon) the commiſſion ofa great ſinne,fo that this 
is another impediment. BatTmuftnor ſtand to 
| reckon upany more, for wee ſhall finde cnow by 
' continuall experience. 
The uſe wee muſt make of it is, that if the 
impediments bee ſo many, and the difficulties 
that keepe us from a conſtant courſe in prayer , 


great, then we muſt put on a reſolution to breake 
through all; and lay it,as an inviolablc law upon 


4 our 


and from the performance of it to purpoſe, fo | 


Saran hinde- 
reth, 


timed 


and keepe from the ſpirituall and cheerefull per. | 2 


S1mnle. 
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our (elves, that wee will not alter. Let us thinke 
with our felves that the thing is difficult, and 
will coſt all the care, and all the intenſion that 
may be ; yea,yhen thou haſt overcome the diff. 
culries atone time, it may be, the next day,thou 
ſhalt meet with new conflias, new diſtem 

new affe&tions, new ſtrength of luſts, and anew 
indiſpofition of mind will be on thee, and there- 
fore hee that will be conſtant in this dury, muſt 
put ona ſtrong reſolution;as it was the ſaying of 
a holy man,(ore of the holieſt men that theſe [a- 
ter times had) that hee never went to pray to God, 
but be found ſo many impediments, that except 
he bound himfelfe by an inalterable reſolution, 
which be reſolved not to break upon any occaſi. 
on, he could never have kept a conſtant courſe in 
it, or, if he had, bee ſhould never have kept him- 
ſelfe froma formal, cuſtomary performance of 
it, But I will adde no more, topreſſe this upon 
you, there hath been enough ſaid, I befcech you 
conſider it, 

I come now to that I ifed in the morning 
todoe, which is, that. which doth- exceedingly 
ſtrengthen us ro the performance of this duty of 
calling upen G 0p, of praying continualhy, (which 
we are here commanded todoe)viz. 15 to remove 
certaine objeQions, which are in the mindes of 


truth, and infenſibly, rake vs off, when wee 
marke them not :- for, Beloved, when wee are (o- 
negligent in it, furely there is ſomecrhing that 
is the cauſe of ir, and if wee could _—_— 
cu 
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cauſe , and remove ir, wee could not ſpend an 
houre better. 

The obje&ions, that are commonly in the 
hearts of men, are many, I will nameto you but 
theſe foure briefly. 

Firſt, a man is ready to ſay, what need I ſpend 
ſomuch time, and be fo large in the expreſſion of 
my wants to God, when hee knowes them > I can- 
[not make them better knowne to him, he knowes 
them well enough already, and therefore what 
needeth ir ? 

To this I anfwere ( inaword , becauſe it is an 
objeion that hath not much weight in it) that 
itis true, the Lor#knowes thy wants, but with- 
all, hee will bave thee to know them, becauſe o- 
therwiſe thou wilt not ſeek to him for them,thou 
wiltnort ſeta price upon the things that hee be- 
ſtowes on-thee, thou wile not be thankfull ro him 
when hee hath granted them, and therefore you 
ſhall finde our Saviour Chriſt uſeth chis very ar- 
gument,as a meanes to quicken us to praycr,lay- 
ing, Tour heavenly Fathey knowes what you have need 
of ; what then > Shall we not therefore pray? Yes, 
ſaith hee, therefore pray yee the more carneſtly, 
| and the more importunately to him : for ſince he 
knowes your wants , hce will bee more ready to 
heare your requeſts, 

I but itwill be ſaid againe,that he doth not on- 
ly know them,but he allo meanes, and purpoſerh 
to beſtow them : for he hath made a promile ro 
us, and his promiſe is firme and ſure, and Go» 


is juſt and muſt keepe his promiſe , —_— - 
at 


| 


| 
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hath fully purpoſed ir, what needs ſo much pray. 
ing tO bring itto paſle ? 

I anſwer, the iſcs of Godare tobe under. 
ſtood with this ſecret condition annexed, I will 
doe ſuch and ſuch a thing for you, if you pray; 
though the condition be not alwayes expreſſed : 
and therefore wee ſee when God promiſed things 
in particular, yet fill they prayed, and prayed 
carneſtly, When he promiſed Elijah that it ſhould 
raine, yet, wee ſee, hee prayed, and contended 
much in his prayer; ſowhen hee made a promiſe 


to David,that he would make him an hoſt, yer, you 
know, David went to the houſe of the Lord, & ſate 
before him, and made earneſt prayer, as you may 
ſee in the ſecond book —— :{o Daniel had a 

articular promile,yet he prayed, & prayed long, 
The exam W of >» Saviour Chrift i _— x4 
ception,who had all the promiſes ſure tohim, yer, 
you ſceyhe prayed, yea, he ſpent whole nights in prayer 
and therfore you muſt underftand ir,that though 
you have a promiſe made, though the thing bee 
never ſo ſure to you, yet it is to bee underſtood 
with this condition, it you call upon God, 

Now why the Lord will bave you doe it, I hew- 
cd you many reaſons in the morning,towhich we 
will adde this one 8 What if the Lordwill have 


felt upon their faces and norſbipped, The meaning 
is 


thee cal{ upon him, though he purpoſe to do the 
| thing, even for this end, that thou maiſt worſhip 
him? For,what elſe is it toworſhip the Lord? you 
ſhall finde rhis uſuall in the Old Teſtament, The 
people boned themſelves and worſbipped , or they 
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is this, toworſhip Gedis nothing elſe, but to ac- 
knowledge the. worthinefle that is. in him. As 
when you doe worſhip toa man, youdoe uſe ſo 
much outward demeanor and obſervance to him, 
as may acknowledge a worth in him above ano- 
ther man : and as outward geſture,is the outward 
worſhipping of God, ſo the inward worſhip is in- 
wardly toacknowledge his attributes, Now you 
ſhall ſee, prayer gives.an acknowledgement of 
bis Attributes moſt of any thing : for-hee that 
_ to God, he doth, in ſo doing, acknowledge 
is omnipreſence and his omniſcience;that he hearcs 
that which the Idols of the Gentiles could nor 
doe ; that hee knowes the ſecrets of mens hearts, 
that neither men nor Angels candoe:; 
Againe,. it acknowledgeth his Almighty 
Power, that bee is able to doe-any thing, for 


that is preſuppoſed, when we come and ſeeke. to. 


Thirdly, it acknowledgeth his Afercy and his 
oodneſſs ; that he is not onely able, butexcee- 


aſtly, it acknowledgeth bis Trsth, that as be 
hath promiſed, ſo, Lmake account hee will per- 
forme it,when I goe and ſecketo him ; in a word, 
all che Arrributes of God are acknowledged in 
prayer. Therefore, therein youworſhip him ina 
ſpeciallmanner,ywhen-you goc and ſeeke to-him; 
& pray tohimy for in ſodoing you acknowledge 
( him; yea, you acknowledge him robe a Lord and 
2 Father; aswhen we ſeeachild runne toa man, 
and aske himiblefſing, when we foe him _ _ 
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food, and rayment, wee ſay, ſurely ſuch a man 


is his Father , ſothis very praying to Go v,isa | 


worſhipping of him, becauſe it acknowledgeth 


his Attributes,and his relation tous, and ours to | 


him. 

But againe, thirdly, it will bee objeQed, I but 
alas, what can the endeavours or the prayers 
of a weake mandoe ? can they change the pur- 
poſe of Almighty Ged, if hee doe not intend to 
doe this thing for mee, ſhall I hope to alter 
bim ? 

For anſwere hereto, I ſay this, inbriefe,thar 
when you doe call apon Ged, hee is not changed 
by your prayers, but the change is wrought 
in you, aswee have fayd to you, heretofore, 
when a Phyſician is ſought unto by his Pati- 
ent, the Patient deſtres him earneſtly to give 
him ſuch acordiall, and ſucha reſtorative Phy- 


nies him long, yetin the end, bee yeelds unto it, 
Why > nor becauſe there is any change in the 
Phyſician, but becauſe there is a change in the 
Patient, hee is now fitted for this, before hee was 
not : ſothen the Phyſician yeelds now,whereas 
before herefuſed ; and yer the change is in the 
Patient, and not in the Phyſician : in like manner 
beloved , when you goeabour to ſtrivewith God 


him, (for ſo,we ought ro doe) when you ufe ma- 
ny reaſons to perſwade him, you alter rot, him, 
but your ſelves : | for thoſe arguments that you 
uſe, are notſomuch to perſwade him rohelpe 
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you, as to perfivade' your owne hearrs to more 
faith, romore love, ro more obedience, to more 
bumilitic and thankefulneſſe; and that indeed is 
hrs reaſon, ___ prevailes wirh God, not 
thatrhe very ſending it up is thar that prevailes | 
with him, but becauſea faithfull and ſpiricaall 
prayer puts the heartin a berterdiſpolition, ſo 
thata man is now made readie to receive a bleſ- 
ſingat G 0 vs hands, that before hee was not - 
And therefore; when you thinke you draw God 
toyou, with your arguments, in truth, you draw 
your ſelves neerer tobhim; as when a-man in a 
ſhipphackesarocke, itſcemeth as if he plucked 
the rocke neerer tothe ſhip, whenas indeed the 
(hipispluckedneerertotherocke : (o; I ſay, we 
draw our felves neerer rothe Lord; now when 
wee draw necret tothe L o n=», in pfayer, and- 
there is @ ſpirituall diſpofition wrought in our 
hearts, by the exerciſe of this datic, then in- 
deede the Lord drawes neere to-us, to-ſend us 
helpe, and to grant our requeſts, that wee pur 
uptobimzand rhere fore I ſay(which you ſhould 
marke by the way) thar every prayer, as it hath a 
higherpirch of bolineſfe in affe@ion;” and as ic 
hach ſtronger argaments-in it, ſ©-it is @-berter 
: not becauſe this prayer ſhall' prevaile 
Go more, or, that rhe vanelicncis of 
this prayer ſhould move him; bur becauſe this 
pitch} of holy affe&iony and ſtrength of argu- 
ment workes upon your hearts: for the iſtrengrh | 


of ye 075 thr even ' and 
the' holineſſt of afeQtion puts your will in a 


frame, 


| 


45 


Arguments in 


prayer are at 


to perſwade 


God but our 
ſelves, 


are the beſt 


——— 


—— —— 


—_—Cuw__AHliuPuQQÞ@u vl Sr 


Oljet. 4. 
Two. fold, 


Arſe, 


ebjeion, 
eAnſw. Is; 


(” 


—_ 


Anfwer to the 
feſt part of the 


The Saints daily Exerciſe. 


frame, and {odiſpoſeth your hearts, and firs you, | 
| as the Patient, we ſpake of before, 1s fitted when 
the Phyſician is willing to give the thing he de- 


[But the laſt objeRioo, which indeed is more 
{than all the reſt; is this; 
| Amanis ready tO pray; wee ſee there are ma- 
' ny men that doe nor call upon Ged, and yer enj 
magy Mcrcics :.i& maybe, 4 man-can ſay with 
binſclis, when hee did notyuſe topray, hee bad 
health, and ſleepe, and proteQtion. | 
Againe, on the other ſide, be hath prayed for 
ſuch and ſuch ings,cnd yet they have nor beene 
granted. , Sothis ab jeAtion hath-two, parts, that 
| a man hath-obtained bleſſings, without prayer, ; 
| and againe hee hath prayed, and yet he hath nor 
ws tained the bleſſings be ſought for,at the Lords 
ands, * = 

For-anſwer to the firſt, that men'docobraine 
many bleſſings that. doe nox.pray; (as bow many 
jou men arc there, andold men too, that have 

cakb, and wealth, and peace, .aud liberty, and 
| abundance of all things, and yet either they ſeek 
| not. tO God, ar if they doe, yet not ina holy and 
ſpirizuall manger) and therefore-this obje&ion 
bad need ro bee anſwered ; which Lwill doe with 
as much brevitic as I-can. 

Firſt, though they bave theſe bleſhongs, yet 
they haye them/uncertainly,they haye ino-pro- 
miſe of them, they capnot build uppe-them ; 
; whercas they are ſure mercics to therig 
man, hee can build upon theſe bleflings : _ | 
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bach afatherto poets, whoſe love hee knowes, 


ant re nv Irs $1 on4 the'os 
ther, though hee hath rherm; 'yerhbe is in a (lip- 
pery» place , when he enjoyes them; it is an acci- 
= thing; he hacvthem from the hand ofan 


joy they. 


ſwer to-this objection)thar there is a great deale 
of difference betweene having bleflings throngh 
the providenceof* Goel and berweene having them 
from thewerey of Go v,and by vertue of his pro- 
miſe,-andout 6f his4oveto us in Chrift Teſtu, A 
naturall man may have many bleſſings of *G ov ; 
(6 God (aid: that hee made [er0bowna King, hee 


| we ſhallfihde,when men comeunjuſtly rothem, 
as heedid cothe Kingdome, yee.God ſajeb, hedid 


bath them nor in mercy forif thou haſt theſe 
bleſſings, health, and eees, and ſycceſſe it thy 
enterprizes; from day to 

tels thee within, that thow haſt not ſoughr them 
at the Lords hands,as thou oughreſt, I ſay to ſuch 
2 man, (and mark< ir) it were 


bath them,in this manner,hee hath them withour 
2bleſſing,; yea, lee hath chem with a curſe;and ſo 
had better ro be without thera, avirhad bin bet- 
terfor-14chabt0 have been withour his: vineyard, 
and as iti had brene better for - Geez, to Hive 
'gone withqurthis reward, thad hee had of Naz- 


enemy,and ho knowes novkow lang he- ſhall en: || 


Bur | anfere againe, (which is the ebiefe an- 


gave himaKingdomez-and many ſuch paſſages | 
it,that is,it was by his: providence) and yet hee | 
ard yer thy hearr | 


for tim that | 
hee ſhouldwant them : for certaMnely, when hee þwazrthem. 


—— 
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Men that have 
| blediogs with 


out prayer, 


have them un» 


certaiacly, 


»Anſw, 2. 


Difference be» 
tween having 


ot « bleſſings 


through the 
pr 


the love of 


God, 


To have onts 


ward things -- 
withour prater } 


we were bertcr 


man. 
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Anſw. Js 
Many things 
beſtowed on 
wicked men 


ches good. 


Iſ9 454+ 


for the Chur- 
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mon, the Afyrien , for you know hee had the le. 
profie with it : it bad becne better for the chil. 
dren of 1ſreel ro have gone without their quailes; 
for you know the curſe that followed , death 
went _ _ —_— fowhen a =_ C_ 
peace perity,and abundance $ 
without ſeeking them atthe Lords hands , _ 
day co day, I fay, hee bad much better want 
them : for there goes death together with them, 
Itis ſayd plainely, that eſe 
(that is to ſay) this very proſperity,this thriv 
(notwithſtanding anegleRing of: prayer, and 

_ daties) I ſay, it carries death along with it, 
as the obtaining of the Vineyard,brought dearh 
to Acheb, the gerting of the Kingdome was the 
deſtrution of lereboam, and therefore men have 


they enjoy many bleſſings , and never pray for 
them 


But to anſwere this poipt more fully, I ſay, 
many blefin 
their owne 

man may bave ſt 


es, but for the Churches ſake. A 
thof bodie, hee may have 


uſing thoſe gifts, he may bring great encerprizes 
topaſſe, ſo that you may truly ſay, the hand of 
God is with him , all this may bee done; nor for 
his owne ſake, but for the ſake of the Churchand 
[ory of Ged ſome other way, that hee might 
ſome ſervice ; tothis e you ſec, it 1s 
plainely ſayd of Cy'ws, (-1{4iah 45.4.) fayth the 


the foelifh, | 


| 


little cauſe to comfort themſelves with this,that | 


are beſtowed upon men , not for |: 


great gifts of mind,he may havegreat ſucceſle in| 


Lord there , For 1 4c0b my ſervants ſake, =" 
rae 


y- *—, + 1} 
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racl mine elefis ſake I have called thee by name, and 
have given thee this great power, and all this great 
ſocceſſe, a!rhough thow thy ſelfe have not nowne mee, 
| (Marke) Cyrws was a moſt proſperous man, 
Gods hand was mighty with him, and yer all 
' this was not for his owne ſake, bur for the 
Churches ſake : ſo you may think it is when men 
roſper, many times, it is not for their owne 
kes, but to fulfill ſome other end of Goo s 
rovidence: and therefore,marke this, and keep 
it for a rule, If thou proſpereſt in thy enterprizes, 
if thou cnjoyeſt wealth, and peace, and abun- 
dance of all things, and art conſcious that thou 
doeſt not ſeeke to G oÞ, from day to day, that 
thou keepeſt not thy heart right and ftraight,and 
rfe& before him, neither doeſt call upon him, 
| 1nanholy and ſpirituall manner, (certainely ir 
is for one of thoſe cauſes) rhou haſt it withour a 
 bleſſidg, and witha curſe, rhou baſt ir for other 
| ends, and not for good tothy ſelfe ; and therfore 
| thou haſt it very uncertainely, it may bee tooke 
from thee, thou knoweſt not how ſoone : yea, 
and this thou ſhalr bee ſure of, that it ſhall bee 
taken from thee then, when of all other times it 
' will bee unfirteſt for theeras a Theefe comes at a 
| timewhen men leaſt looke for him, ſo deftruFion 
| comes ſuddenly upon theſe men: God curs ther, 
as a man when hee would have Trees to dye, hee 
loppes them in that ſeaſon, that of all others is 
the unfitteſt , when the ſapis inthe Tree, and 
the lopping wil cauſe them towither, ſo the Lord 


will ſtrike them in a ſeaſon, that ſhall bee moſt 
E unfie 


co 


Anſwer to the | 
ſecond part of | 
the obje ton. 


A nſw. 
Our prayers 
are o'r rimes 
amiſſe in one 
of thele three 
reſpeAs. 


Firſt, in re- 
ſpe of the 
principle 
whence they 
flow, when 
they are but 
naturall de- 
fires. 
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unfit, moſt anlooket for. It is quite contrary with 
the Saints, he cutsrhem in due ſeaſon, bee lops 
them indue time, when it is beſt for them, that 
they may grow the better for it. | 

Bue now fortheother part of the objeQion, it | 
may be, many among you are now ready to ſay, 
| bave prayed for ſuch and fuch things, and I 
have been carneft, and yet the Lord hath denyed j 
me.My Beloved, if we can ſatisfie this objeQtion, 
wee ſhall then take this impediment away, that | 
wee propound in this objeQion, which, as I ſaid, | 
hath thoſe two parts. Therefore to this I an- 
{wer : 

Firſt, if thou baſt not been heard in thy pray- 
er, conſider, whether thou haſt not prayed amiſſe, 
It is acommon fault among ng ws wee have 
ſpent much time ir prayer, and it may bee, wee 
have ſpent time in faſting and prayer, and the 
thing is not granted, wee preſently lay it upon 
the Lord, that hee bath not heard, when-many 
times the cauſe is in our not praying: as wee 
ought : It may bee thou haſt beene very earneſt, 

therefore thou hopeſt thou haſt done very 
well, I cell thee, thou maiſt be very earneſt, and 
importunatewith the Lord, when it may beeno 
more bur a naturall deſire, as when a man hath 
need to be directed ina difhculr caſe, that much 
concernes him ; when lee hath neede to bee ex- 
tricatcd, and raken our of ſuch a difficulty, and 
ſtrait, wherein he is involved , when he hath need 
of ſucceſſe. in ſuch anenterpriſe, or-any thing of 
that nature; I ſay,amanmay be carneſt with _ 

Loy 
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Lordinſuchacaſe, and yet his prayer may bee 
amiſle, it may not bee a ſpirituall prayer , it ma 
not bee an expreſonof holy deſires to the Lorgz |... 1 4. 
for they onely prevaile with him : and yet I ſay | fresnor ex- 
not the m—_—_ are excluded, (that is nor my 

meaning) for they may adde winde to the failes; 

though holinefſe may guide the rudder,and keep | 5; 
the courſe,and make the ſterage, yet naturall de- | 
fires may make us more importunate, and may | 
adde much toit : therefore , I ſay, conſider thy 


prayer. 


rayer. 
: Catia, Conſider againe, whenthou haſt | Secondly, in 
ſought ſo carneſtly to God, whether ic be nor to ou 6rwadew 
beftow it upon thy l»/ts as the Apoſtle ſpeakes, am. | are for the ſa. 
4-3- when thou haſt a buſineflero be performed, | *i*f28ioa of 
it may bee thou art carmeſt with God, bur haſt |um. 4.3, 
thou not aneye tothy owne glory, tothine owne 
praiſe and creditin ic > when thou walt carneſt 
for health, was it not that thou mighteſt live 
moredeliciouſly > when thou defireſt wealth,and 
ſucceſle in thine enterprizes , that tend to mend 
thy ſtate, is itnot out of ſome ambition? you 
know, that defire is condemned , 7f any man will | 
bee rich, is it not adefire of greatnefle > would | 
[you not be ſome body in your place, and ſetup 
your honſc and familie 2 Such things indeede | 
'G 0D beſtowes upon men, but tohave our de- 
ſires pitched upop them, and 40 pray for them in 
'that ſenſe;is amiſſe; and my rule for it is in the 
firſt to Timethythe fixth chapter the ninth verſe, |: Tim 6. g. 
if 4 man will bee rich, &c.that is, when '/a man de- | 

lireth exceſſively oe than food and rayment 

2 


convenient 


—— 
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cluded in rue 


end, when they 
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| convenient for bim, then certainely the naturall 


wral afſe&ion, affetion is degenerate into a luſt; for when any 


degenerates 


into 8 luſt. 


Queſt. 


Anſw. 


How to know | 


when we pray 
to beſtow 
things on our 


luſts. 


$imile. 


| affeion exceeds, irceaſeth ro bee an affeRion, 

and begins robe a luſt : and therefore where ir is 
| faid,If anymanwillbee rich, ec, itis (aid after,ir 
\ 1Saluſf, 

--. 6 will ſay, how ſhall a man know , when 
his prayer is to beſtow that which he prayeth for 
upon his luſts ? 

I anſwer, If a man conſultwith his owne hearr, 
and deale impartially with himſelfe, hee may 
know what his ends are ; bur if you cannot finde 
itoutthatway, you =y know it by the effe&, 

ou may know it by the bils you bring in, Whar 

15 rheexpence of the things Ged hath beſtowed 
on you , when hee hath put a price into your 
hands, conſider how you beſtow ir. If aSte- 
ward have a great ſumme of money that his 
Maſter hath truſted him with, and his bills bee, 
that hee hath beſtowed fo much in riot; ſo much 
in fineapparell,&c, but there hath beene but ſo 
much beſtowed for his Maſters advantage , it 
is an argument he hath ſpent it ill: ſowhenwee 
ſee there hath beene ſo much health ſpene , fo 
much time, and ſo much ſtrengrh, in following 
our owne plots, and our owne worldly buſineſſe, 
without reſpe& to Ged, not ſerving God , nor 
men in our calling, as wee ſhould doe, and that 
there hath beene little rime beftowed in prayer, 
in reading, inmaking our hearts perfe& with 
God,in taking paines withthem fromday to day; 

[ ſay, if wee thus looke wpan the bill of ex- 


pence, 
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pence, and confider how wee have beſtowed our 

time, our health,our ſtrength, our wits, from day | 

today, and our diſcourſe ( for that is one price | 

that we have in our hands, by which we may doe | 

good, it is as a Bucket by which wee may dra | 
trom others; and likewiſe itis as a ſpring, and | Sjmile, 
fountaine, wherewith wee may feed others, with 

the waters of life; ) conſider how we have laid out 
all chefe things, and by that wee may know, how 
wearedif fd to uſe the bleſſings wee ſeeke for | 
at Gops hands, whether wee ſceke them to be- | 
ſtow chem up6n our luſts, or to ſpgnd thoſe gifts 


{ doe it for our own luſts; in this caſe | ſay to you, 
goe and amend your prayers, and Go» will a- 
mend your ſpeeding, Wee muſt doe in this caſe, 
as an Angler doth when hee bath throwne the | Simile. 
bair into the River, if it ſtay long, and catch no- 
thing, hee takes up the bait, and amends ir, and 
when bee ſees it well, hee then continues, and 
waits: in like manner muſt every one of us doe 
if thou pray,and pray long, and haſt nor obtained 
the thing thou prayeſt for, look diligently to thy 
prayers, ſee whether they be right or no, if they 
| benot, amend thy prayers, and God will amend 
| his readineſſe to heare thee, if thou finde they 
| be ſincere and hearty, mingled with holy defires, 
; and not with maiond corrupt affeions, then 
let the bait lye ſt11l, that is, continue to pray, 
'and to wait, and the Lox» will come in due 
time. 

But this is not oy it be oge maine thing 

3 


for 
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ro our Maſters advantage ; and, it wee finde wee | 
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| for beſides this, when thou arr not heard, conſi- 
, | der,ifthou haſt not prayed remiflely, it is a com- 

In reſpe& of | Mon fault amongſt us, when wee ſucceed not in 
the wanner, | Qyr praters, weattribure it to many other things, 
—_ <7. | buttot toour remiſneſſe and ceareleſneſle in ſeek- 
lefely, ' ingtoGov, if a manwant ſleepe, if hee finde 
ſ:ckneſſe and weaknefſe; and diſtemperof body, 

| he thinkes that he hath caten amiſfe, and cond? 


| ders notwherher hehath prayed amiſſe; ifa man 


' thinke, whether he hath nor beene improvident, 
whether hee hath not dealr fooliſhly,whether he 
hath not omitted ſuch and ſuch meanes, as hee 
| might have uſed, hce never thinkes whether hee 
hath prayed amiſfe or no, when that (perhaps) is 


| | have miſcatried in his buſineſle; hee begins ro | 


the caufe of our miſcarrying, and not rhe thin 

| which we commonly attribute it ro: for though 
| | G op be not the immediate cauſe, you know kee 
What weres | is the great cauſe; There # #11, that hee hath nat 
vor = rp done - that which nioves Him)is alway cither grace 
| or firine;4s that which moves himto do us good, 
| | is our obedience to him, and that which moves 
| | him to the contrary, is negle& 0n our part * | 
| eAnſw. 2. But to anſwer further ; ſuppoſe thy prayers be | 
| Ged graus | right, yet this is tobeconſidered,that oftentimes | 


frees. gay «| 2 man is deceived, inthinking his prayers ate not | 
\ ' | heard; and therefore you muſt reifie that mil-| 


— 


— 


Firſt, vorin |Conceit. As for example ;, ſometimes, when | . 


| ar mana? | wee would have the thing inone faſhion, G o Þ 
| | beſtowes the ſame thing upon os -in another; | 


| [and therefore thou mayeſt bee deceived in | 
| | that: it may hee, a'man prayes carneſtly, on | 
| CET ee 
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hee may have a ſtrong body , to doe G 0» ſer- 
| vicewithall, when as,perhaps Gickeneſſe of body 
| makes bim doe him better ſervice, becauſe it 
keepes him in more awe, itweanes him more 
from the world, and makes him more heavenly- 
minded. You know the caſe of Paul bee =D 
faine have had that luſt raken away that isfpoken 
of, 2.Cor. 12.9. and why > ſurcly the thing hee 
would have bad, was, to bave his heart in an ho- 
rp 8 frame of grace, now, though Pax/ 
had not his _ granted that way he looked 


————— 


for, yet hee had ir another way, the Lord increa- 
ſed in him the,grace of humility by ir , hee ſaw 
his owne weakeneſſe, and the power of Chriſt 


him, he was cantent, 

Is it notall one, whether the Lord keepes an 
enemy from doing us hurt, or that hee gives us 
a ſtrong helmet or buckler to keepe off the blow 
' from wounding us > it may be a man prayes for 
| money, and for eftare if God provide him meate 
' and drinke andcloathes ſufficiently, in ſtead of 
' this, is itnotall one ? It may bee another would 


| have a greater degree of conveniencie for his 


dwelling houſe, and many other things, if Gop 


' give bim a body able to endure that whieh is 
| more courſe, all is one, as if hee were provided 


for more delicately. Ir is all one, wherher a Phy- 
fician quench the thirſt of bis Patient, by giving 
him Bcere and Drinke that is comfortable unto 
him, or by giving him Barberries, or ſomewhat 
elſe, that will doe the thing as well : and it is e- 


E 4 
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the. more; and when this was diſcoycred ungo |. 


quall | 


þ 4 Cor. 13 » 


Simnle. 
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quall tothechilde whether the Nurſe feedes it 


with milke and other nouriſhment prepared for | 
it, Orgives it the breſt which it moſt Jefirech J 
Even fo it is all one to thee , whether the Lord! 
anſweres thy petition, and gives thee the thing | 
in the very felfe-fame manner that thou wouldelt 
have it, or beſtowes it in another manner every | 
whit as well,if nor better for thee, | 

Secondly, asweeare deceived inthe manner," 
ſoweeare ived inthe meanes oft times , in 
ſeeking to God. When a man prayes,hepitcherh 


| upon ſuch a particular meanes, and thinkes veri-; 


| Inftan:es, 


a. 


lythat this is the way,or none ; yetit may be the 
Lord will find out another way, that thou diddeft| 
never dreame of, Paul prayed to have a proſpe-| 
rous journey to Rome, hee little thought, * 1 
when hewas bound art /eruſs/em, and poſted up; 
and downe from one priſon to another , G 09. 
was now ſending him to Rowe ; yet hee ſent him, | 
and ſent him. very ſafe with a great company at. ; 
tending nponbimyhe ſent him it may be ina bet- | 
termannerthan hee himſclfe would have gone; | 
and yer jiewas by ſuch a meanes as he could never 
dreame of. Alfo you know Naawan the Afſy-| 
i149, hee had pitched upon a particular meanes, | 
be thought the Prophet would have ſurely come | 
forth, and hate laid bu hands upon him ,, but ro-goe 

and waſh in 7ordan,hethought his labour all loft, | 
and his requeſtwhich hee made to the Prophet 

tonopurpole ; for irwas a thing that hee never | 
thought of, it-was a weake and poore meanes ; 
that hee made no-accounc of, yer that was the 
Meanes? 


OY CAT ———— 
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meanes thar God intended : fo T ſay, wee oftde- 
ceive our ſelves 4 weepirch'upon ſuch particular 
wayes, and when thele faile us , ſeeing rhatwee 
have prayed that theſe meanes might bee uſed , 
and G o v doth'not ufe them , wee rhinke pre. 
ſently it carmor be effe ted. 7oſeph thoughr verily 
Pharaobs. flenardf\,ould have beene the meanes to 
bring the promiſe ro paſle,& after that, Pharaohs 
Butler he uſed as a meanes, when hee defired him 


meanes,bur another yhich hee never thonghe of, 
which was a dreame of Pharavhs © the like was in 
the caſe of Mordecai, deliverance camea ſtrange 
way, away that Mordecai never imagined. So A: 
brabam thought verily that [ſmecl had beene the 


ſonne of the-promile, but God tells him hee was 
deceived, /ſaarwas the fonne, inwhom hee wou'd | 
make good the promiſe. Sorhe /ſrae/ites thonghe | 
that Hoſts ſhould have delivered them, thar ir | 
ſhould'have beene prefently true, ehat che yoke | 
of bondage ſhould have immediately been'taken | 
off from them, bur wee fee G op went another | 
way to worke, hee ſerr Moſes away into afarre 
Countrie, and the bondage wasexeredingly in- 
creaſed upon rhem ; ſo that they thought they 
were further offnow than'everthey were before, 
bur in troth, they were neerer : forthe increaſe | 
of the bondage , increafed" Phorodhr finne, ang 
made him ripe for deftration: A gatne,rt increa- 


ſed thepeoples humility , ir madethem to pray | 


harder, and tocry more 'fervently'to G © » for | 
ddiverance, and ſoitmadethem more fit for it; | 


and !* 
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and. Afoſts at rhe laſt was more fitted to bee a 
deliverer after bee was ſo long trained up, and 
was ſo much bumbled ; ſo that when Gov 
ſcemes to us togoe acleane contrary way, yet it 
is his next way to bring it topaſſe. Beloved, it is 
a common thing with us , wee phe upon a Cer- 
taine particular meapes, wee thinke fuch a man 
muſt doe it, or ſuch acourſe muſt doe it, when 
the Lord intends nothing leſſe, And the reaſon 
often is, becauſe if wee ſhould have deliverance 
many times by ſuch meanes, by ſuch men, and 
(by ſuch wayes, wee would attribute too much 
tothe meanes. Therefore wee ſee, while Gideon 
had a great Army, the Lord would notdoe it, it 
was too great forhim , and therefore wee ſee to 
| what a ſmall number bee brought it : {o oft- 
times men thinke, ob if I had ſuch a mans helpe, 
or if I had ſuch a meanes, it would doe the 
thing, the enterpriſe would be brought topaſle : 
when wee make too much account of it, the Lord 
(it may bee) caſts away that, which ſeemed 


workes , as hee builds his owne Kingdome 
by the moſt fooliſh and improbable meanes 
'of all-other , ſo.) often hee doth our buſi- 
|nefſe by ſuch meanes, that wee leaſt dreame 
| of : therefore bee not diſcouraged. Suppoſe we 
pray that ſach a great Prince ſhould raiſe the 
| Churches, that ſuch a warre, that fuch an enter- 
priſe, and projet may doe it z putthe caſe the 
Lord will cot dog it fo, are wee then preſently 
; undone ? and is there nohelpe, becauſe ſuch a 


— 
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battaile 
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batraile/is 6verthrowne, beeauſe ſuch'a King/ 
did not ſucceed; becauſe ſuch a Generall had nor *+ 
lucceſle according to ourexpeRation > It may 
be that- is not the way, the* Lord will helpe the 

Church after another manner, than wee dreame 
of , and (o fora mans {ehe, hee hath a great buſi- 
'nefſe to bee done, or hee is in diſtreſſe, and* 
would have deliverance, and hee thinkes this 
is the way , or none, and therefore hee is car« 
neſt to have it done: ' now it is good, in this 
caſe, toleave itto the-Loxv, to make our re-' 
queſts knowne to him ; aud when wee have done 

that, to bee no further carefull, but leave ir to” 
the Lord, todoe ithis owne way; for hee is moſt 
 Skilfull,” | | 

If yputakea Krilfull VVorkeman; and ſay no” 

more to him but thus : Sir, I pray yovdoe mee 
| ſuch a thing, if irwere the bringing of water, 
; orthe ſetting up ofa building, ir may bee, hee 
; will goea way tworke, that thow knowelt nor' 
| what-it mcanes, and yer thou wilt traſt hinr- 
; why then wile thou not truſt-G ov, and-ſuffer 
; him to goe his owne way ?- for when-cthou art 
| croſſed inthat thing, wherein (it may bee) of all 
| others,thomwouldeſt not be croſſed, perhaps that 
| ſame is the beſt way of all other, to bring the 
; thing topaſle that thoudefireſt, 


rime*: -it may-bee the Lord '1s' willing to doe 
theehing, bur not in that time that thouwouFk 
__ bave hints Whena manprayes to bee deli- 


vered 


—_— — 
M__ 


| 


S$imile, 


Thirdly; as wee are deceived in the manner; | Thirdly,6r no: 
and the meanes; fo likewiſe wee miſtake the | 
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vered. from ſuch trouble, from ſuch a diftreſſe 
(and affliction, bee thinkes the time very long, 
and faith, beg is not heard, becauſe bee is nor 
delivered preſently : wee would all have the 
ſmarting plaiſter preſently rooke off z but the 
Loap is wiſer than wee, ( as the Phyſician 
knowes what belongs to the Paticnt better 
\chan himſelfe ) though hee doe it nor pre- 
ſently, yet hee will doe it in bis good time, 
\ Therefore ſay not, thou art not. heard, thou 
muſt take heed of raking delayes for denyals, 
the Lord will deferre to doe the thing, yet hee 
| will doe it, and doe it in the beſt ſeaſon : for this 
is a generall Rule, Gods time « the beF time, 
When thou commeſt to pray fora thing, thou 
wonldeſt have ic done preſently, and thou 
| thinkeſt it 1s the beſt rime, all the controver- 
fie betweene Gow, and thee is, which is the 
fitteſt time to have it done, thou thinkeſt per- 
haps preſently ; God againe (it may bee) will 
doe it a yeere hence; ſurely he is the beſt chooſer, 
and wee ſhall finde it ſo; and .therefore be con- 
| tent to wait his leaſure : For hee may have many 
ends indeferring it, it may bee to try thy faith, 
| (as hee did the faith of the Caraanite , whom 
therefore hee would not heare ; ) it may be to in- 
' creaſe thy holines, to pur thy heart into a better 
| temper, and therefore hee deferres longer. Hee 
| meant to doethat for 1aceb, that he did, yet hee 
| ſuffered Jacob to wreftle all night, and yer hee 
| would not doe it till the inſtant of the mor- 
| ning appeared : {@ it was with Daniet, __ 
wer 
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ſwer went forth when hee began to pray, yet hee 
would have him inſtant, and continue in prayer ; 
ſo (I ſay) the Lord may have many ends why hee 
deferres, let us therefore bee content to take his 
ownetime. 

Laſt ofall, conſider this, when thou ſeekeſt to 
the Lord, to have any thing done, it is poſſible 
that it may croſſe ſome other paſſage of his pro- 
vidence ; and in this caſe thou ſhouldeſt be con- 
rent to be denied. 

But, you will fay, why may not both bee ac- 
commodated ? 

I anfwere , ſo they ſhall, though thou ce nor 
how; for it is not with Gedas it 1s with man : if 
a man doe a good rurne to ene, two being earneſt 
petitioners whoſe well-being wholly depends 
on the ſucceſſe, hee muſt needs doe an ill rurne 
toanother; but God compoſeth all for the beſt; 
As for example, David defred exceedingly to 
build a Temple yet the Lord had another end, 
for hee had reſolved in his providenceto make 
Salomen the builder of it , which indeede was 
much better for David: forwhat more than hee 
had could David bave gotten, if he had done. it ? 
ſecing the Lord gave him as full a reward, as if he 
had done it : for he rels him,that for that purpoſe 
of building G o » an houſe,he would build him 
anhouſe: ſo that David had his end to the full, 
though Slomen did build the Temple, In like 
manner inthe Land of Cana» amongſt the 1ſrae- 
lites the Lord kept the Canaarites, but itwas for 
their profit toexerciſe them, and keepe them in 

fear, 


eAnſw. 3. 
Our prayers 
may crofle 
ſome pafſage 
of Gods pro- 
vidence. 
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feare, leſt ar any rime they ſhould forget him, So 
alſowee finde by experience, there are ſome paſ. 


ſages of G op s providence, that if wee knew, 
we would willingly yeeld ro, in that itwere 
better,that it ſhould be ſo,than other- 
wiſe;and therefore it is better, in 
ſome caſe, that we hould 
bee denyed, | 
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Pray continually. 


JOw wee proceede to that which 
f remaines ; for ſomething more 
| wee may adde to the demonſtra- 
W ting the time of Gods granting | See page 59+- 
| g our petitions, and rhe meaſure; 
of ſatisfying them, which wee 
touched a little before. 
For the time wee are deceived in that wee: 
thinke, when God deferres he denies ;. for many 
o times God deferres for ſpeciall reaſons, and yet] 
| he grants the requeſts,in the fitteſt time forus,as] g;wjle, 
the Phyſiciz knoweth the fitreſt xime rogive the! 
Foes Phyſicke of one kind orgnother; and.in! | 
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this weemuſt yeeld to G oÞ ; as he doth all his 
workes in the fitteſt rime, ſo hee grants our pe- 
cirions in the fitteſt time there is an appointed 
time for any deliverance to be granted, for any 
bleſſing, for any comfort thatwee need, and ex- 
e& from his hands.Now,if our ſelves did right- 
| ſce it, wee would have things done for us in 
the moſt inconvenient time, wee would have the 
ſmarting mn pulled off, before the wound be 
healed, whereas it is beſt for us to have it kept 
on : Beloved, you ſhall finde, that Ged divides be- 
tweene Saran and us, in this caſe, as we ſee Revel, 
2. 10. Satan ſhall caſt ſome of you into priſon, and 
ſhalt be there for tenne dayes : it was not ſol 
as Satan would have had it, it may be, he woul 
have bad it tenand ten too; nor againe, it was 
not ſo ſhort as God would have had it, but G op 
ſers downe the time berweene rhem both : and 
therefore we muſt reſt upon him, and thinke that 
many times there is great reaſon,why we ſhould 
be deferred, when wee aske things athis hands. 
Now you ſhall find 6Ged deferres for ane of theſe 


ring to grane | Cauſes, for the moſt part : 


Sometimes, for the tryall of our faith, as wee 
ſee, he deferred to grant to rhe woman of Canaan, 
although he did meane togrant her requelt yet 

hee deferred long, that hee mighr put her tothe 
__ z and you ſee, ſhee was no loſer by ir, but 
| when ſhe held out in ber prayers, ſhe had her re- 
(queſt granted tothe full, 

Sometimes, hee deferres to grant it, that wee 


2 
avec. "w [may be more humbled;as you know, Pau! prayed 
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cameftly, but Ged told him,that be would deferre 
him,becauſe be needed more humilitie: ſo he de- 
ferred ro grant the requeſt that the men of /ſrae! 
put up to him againſt Benjamin, when che cauſe 
was juft,and God intended to helpe them, yer they 
fell before their enemies twice,though they faſted 
and prayed;h1is end was,as we fec inthe Text,that 
they might be more humbled, thar their hearts 
might be more broken,rhat they might be more 
fred to receive it. 

Againe,ſometimes Ged deferres,tharwe might 
be more able to uſe choſe bleſſings that be means 
to beſtow gpon us: ſo hedeferred to raife /oſtph 
to preferment , fo he deferred to bring David to 
the —_ ; thar thoſe afflitions —_ 
endured, might the'berter far them ro enjoy ſo 
great 0 AT he had provided for them af- 
terwards, . | 

, = TY — fer a 
i | 15 bleſſings, that be might in- 
ne hotdabes them : as the fiſher drawes 
away the bait, that the fiſh mighr follow it the 
mote;'ſo Sed with-bolds his thar wee 
mighr have a greater edge fer upon our defires, 
that wee might pray barder for them, that wee 
| men 7 ; ern Ky 
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To enable us 
to ule his bleC 


are ofrendeceived in rhe time, in taking delayes 
fordenyals, fo likewiſe wee areoftendeceived 
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' a deliverance from it,even when wee ſeeme nor ro. 
| be delivered; though wee have got ſo fullaviQo-: 


| leſſer meaſure may ſerve as well as a greater, Take/ 


- Alittlewealth may-ſerve,as well as great reve- 
-_ |. nues:.a5 in Pſal.25. 26; A little that the righteom 
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have not ſo large a meaſure as wee expet, there- 


Lord hath denyed us our-prayers,, when indeed 
hee bath nat fora leſſer meaſure, many times, 
may ſerve as well as a greater: a4.G oo» faith to/ 
Paul, My grace « fufficient for thee. Though the 
temptationdooabide upanus,if there be tuffici-. 
cat: grace to keepe us-in a continuallconflidt,and: 
warre againſt ie; if there be ſufficient grace to 0b- 


it isenough,it may bring us to Heaven, wee have 
rie a3 weewould have, yet that grage may be ſuf- 
ficient. . | 

You ſhall ſee thisalmoſt inall the things wee 
have occaſion to at G ops hands, That a 


itfirſt in urward thirlgs: . 


have great revenues, i 
_ Pheavdnitieingtbem, if they bees the hoske with» 4 


jo mr er err een de 2-great bike; 7} 


becauſe a lintle; when Go mwhhall fill ie with bis/). 


bleſſings, it ſhall ſerve the turne as well » bur, if a 
manbach great tevenucs,and: G o » blowes upon 


thew,and — 7 iathemy if g::nen} 
hee have great outward.) 
ineſſe; iFrhare 


out thegraingasthe ſhel[withouttho keenoll;ar 
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fare wee thinkewee have it notatall, and that rhe 


taine pardon, to uphold, and tocomftortus in it;} 
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will doe us little 


| wer, had never 8 whit the wore, that is, for their uſe 


, ood | wherces ng on che 
othes ſide,with G leſiogywill _——_— 
for in this caſe it is as Twas with 

that had little had ſufficient, and rhoſe ther wn: & by 


and comfort. You know, the lictlethar Darie/had, 
it ——— him, 24 mach as 
the great portion of the Kings mear, that orhers 
had; and therefore a lietle,in thiskind,may ſerve | 
as well as muck. 

And fo likewiſe, a lictle grace may be (© uſed, 
.and improved, that it may enable you to doe 
much, it ma i may pee youtom (inning againſt 
Goo, aswe e meaſure. For the confir- 
mation of this, ob Rev. 3. 8. which is a no- 
table place for this purpole:it is ſaid there to the 
Church of Philadephs Thes eye title flrength . 

had bura little & et ſee 
jreclare that lierle _ th did: Thou bet bus 
« little flrength, and yet then he # keys my word, and 


| rs 9 
| 


hefl rat denyed my Name, There were but two 
things forthemvrodoe, to keepe his Word, and 
4t0bekepr from running out tothe denialtof his 
ke fins :now the little 
d,was ſufficient fortheſe ends.So 
> no fault with thar Church), 
other Chorches-that bad a b, ir may 
be, they feltimo greater fines $13 arſe 
nhichisrmar, youwill find irtrue inaltobferva- 
hthe Sctiprures, That ſometimes 
thoforhebhave great gracc,notwich fell 
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firong prevailing luſt; as David, you know, had: 
a great grace, and yer, wee ſec, he was ſubje& ro 
great - n—— —_—_ it. 

A 


aine,a man may have but a little . 
and yet that little grace may be (o miobond 
husbanded, and improved, that that lictle grace 
ray keepe him-from finne, more than the other, 
This muſt be warily underftood, not bur that 

reat-grace enables a man to doe greater workes 
than the other, it enables a man, mn.the ordinary 
courſe, to reſiſt greater temptations, more than 
lefſe grace; but yet, (I ſay for our comfort, that) 
though a man have but « little ſtrength, as it is 
ſaid 1n the placenewly mentioned, Rev. z.in that 
little [have ſet « deove open te thee , it Ope- 
ned the doorxe of heaven widecnough, ſo that no 
man cauld ſhur it. ' 

And as we ſay of grace, ſo likewiſe forgifts, 
ſmaller any 7 gifts may _ rt 
many. times, as well as greatergifrs : for ( you 
know) a little fipger, a fmall hand, mp 
thread a needle, as well a3 8 greater, and (irmay 
he) will doe ie better; for in the Church there 
are varieties of operations, and-variery. of fun- 
Gions, and meaner gifts may (crve for thedil- | 
| ſome operations, of ſome (crvices for 
the. Chun as greater, And therefore, as 
there arqvariecy ob fanGions, ſo there arcvarie- 
tic of merybers, ſome eonger, forme weaker,and 
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hath bur meave-gifts, may ſerve meane capaci- 
tics, as well as —_ —_— : and therefore 
thinke not that things arc deviedywhen the thing | 


Laitly,cobe faithfull ine lale gitt, will bring as | 

great areward as 10 be faithfull in greater.:: Thos | Fillifulnelte | 
baft bin fairhfull inlit2lt, may wekea man ruler ever | © tle brings 

much and may bring a;great increaſe of the 24/exts wn. 4g 
after : Thereforc let not a man be diſcouraged, if | =oce. | 
behave norſo greata mcafurc as others have, | 
So likewiſe, if a man deſire patience & ſtzxeagth | 

to goe thorow all rariecic of conditions, thotow | ll 
allche troubleshe mecrs with : as ſamerimes the crofics and af- 
4 


Lord layes a great burthen upon a mans ſbaul- rei 


ders,- and gives gcat-ſtrengrh @ beare ar; 
ſametimes dgaine; dance tuagth? 
andchen hee preporti to-it-; for 
is it notall one, whether the burthen bee grear, 
anſwerable , - or-the burtben 
lietle?, Sametimesbe 


upon man, and gives himas much | 
enables him co beare it, and that is as good as | 
if it were removed, clic, what is the meaning of 
that, Iow:ſbafhave an buadred fold with perſecution, 
buttbat you ſhall have fo much. joy and frengrh ; 
in perfecution , chatirſhal onens af you | 
wanted:it + So wee fee Heb, 5.7. whenChif 
prayed for dotiverance, in that great bowze- of txi- 
all the Coxrfſayrh; Hee war beard 1s rhe chivgrber 
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and (or is inthiseals. Altwhichymayierve tbe 
2 full anſwer rothar; that we be not miſtaketin 
judging our prayers notto bee heard, whenthey 
are ard. ; p $'- 4 


And now; Zelpved,wharremaines but thatwee 
ſet our felvextorbedury., rodoe that wee areex- 
hoxed vato-beere, namely. 20+ Pray cone muelly, 
that is, to pray very mucho at leaſt acon- 
ſantcourſeinir, forfirſk, if we doe negle& ite | 
doe bur robbe'G v'pat.his mercies, wetake them | 
without liis leaves; ©. - 6TH THe; 

+ Againe, wears guilty ofthe finneof vnthank: 
fulveſle, for we-ought to give 4havhes in all things, 

Bolides,we negle& his worſhip; for you know | 
prayeris a partof-ris worthep,a negic& of| 
it from day today;orat any time,whenwe omit| 
its ancgle& of that worſhip and fervice.we owe! 
unto hims.-. | 
F Ins > ——_— __ ſito | 
lyeanforgived which is very-Uanperous,bur alfo 
> whecoriches of bleſſings, and bring 4 . 
curfe upon 0194 nayweeſuffer ourheartsto grow | 
hkard,and robediſtempered:for from our negle& 
of prayer comesthat deadneſle of pirity,. that | 
worldly mindedoeſſe;andutnaptneſietoprayy+co | 

thewordandtokeeprhe Sabboth:for what | 
is chereaſon; why thoſe chat havo brenefor-? 
warlland zealouy profe ſſoars,'in former times, 
fahter-from ther places 1 
{ayprhat isthe feafoneftirarhoaniuty marc ſome 
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take beed of being negligent, and remiſle in this 


 ſhatbe loſtbut they-come upinto remembrance, 
Andre gn cod derwich your ſelves, 
not onely what you doe for the. preſent ; bur” 
what ſtocke of prayers you havelayd up. You 
know mn nee much-an'bils aid bonds, 
as weltavimprefent money ; fothere is acercdine 
ſtocke of : certamettcaſurelaydup,>that 
ſhall not bef: » The husbandman lookes 
not only npon the graine that he hath in his gar- 
ner ;-but heelookes upon that-which. is ſowne , 
though it be out of bis OT > that 
the betterof thetwo; fo prayers that have 
beene ſowne, (it may be, many yeeres agoe) are 
fuch as will bring ina ſure increaſe. Therefore ler 
us beexhorte&to be conftant in this duty,to bee 
frequent ehercin; to continue init,” marobing theyers 
And now wee hace diſpatched this wee will 
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divers; -.. | 
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er,and when they declined-from thar pitch, from. | 

that of faith, whack they had obtained, | 

you ſhall finde thatit did commonly ariſe from | 

remiſneſſe in this duty. Therefore we ſay to ſach, : 

hy 27 ny yur fr worker, that is, | Benchc of fre. 
uſe your former diligence, renew that , and that | {j,, 052. -n 
will renew graceand ſtrength againe : therefore | prayer, 


duty. Vee have great cauſe ro be encouraged to | yt gina 
itfor there is nora fairhfull prayer thatwe make | prayer lod... 
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Simle, 


Sowilts 


Nine caſes of 
come toanſwer ſome caſes of conſcience thar fall |<2nicience 


no yen netted wel 
Caſt x. | 
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About wan- 
dringthoughts 
in praycr. 


God hotly refufert, orwharihe is todocin ſuch 
a caſe; when he.is ſubje& rowandring cthoughes, 
to vanitie of minde, and diftemper in the perfor- 
manceof thatdarcie #” | | 
To this I anfwer, rhat wee muſt diſtinguiſh | 
of the caufe. whence rhefe wandring thoughts 


ariſe. . 


Sometimes they atiſc, not ſoameb from our | 
encgle&;asfrom weakenefle, from reinpeari-| 
on; and in ſucha caſe, Ged layes theranarfomurch | 


III 
is beſt to hit the marke , 


ro ourcharge. Asfor 
at a marke, and doth'h 
yer, if he hath-a hand, oranarme; thar.harh-rthe 
Palſey mit,or xf one jogge him while he is abour 
it, the faule was nor. ſo much 18 him it was not 
wantof good wittrodocit,norwam ofdiligence; | 
bureither it is bis weakenefſe,or it is an tmpedi-! 
ment caſt irrby another: fo-irt$.in this caſe; chris 
waodringofminde 6s from x naruzabh is 
imbeeikicie: that hangs upon the na- 
ture Of -man;which'#s not fo able to keepe ir-ſelfe 
cloferofuch'a ſpirttuall bufivefſe'; and: rhis, Gd 
confers; for he ixwifo,and brower charter are bus 
fieſh.' When awcake fervanc gnes zboar's: buf; 
| nefle, rhough he doe it not ſo weltave ſtrong 
ta man is wiſe to confider, thacche fervant is 


| 


the nattrel| thatwe are fubjet 
and he deales mercifully with vs, in ſuch avaſe 


ut weake 2 in like manncs, the Lord contiders | 


for betoingcarmdtslyi anduc tberdatha Bow:in | 


his: 


| 


ow - * oc fy” 


a kh 
Pe OI 
—_— 
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bis t=ndgbarhe hath a palſey-arme;and therefore 
be cannorkcepe it ſteddy,rhough he have a mind 
todos it, 

Soalfo'in theorher caſe is it,when he is jogged 
| bis ({hooring by anather, that is,vhen Satan in. 

ehim, who isalwaycs diligentrohindey 
biminſucha duty; in this caſe, G o » chargeth ir 
| not upoh him, neither doth hee caſt us off, norre- 


je our prayers becauſe of thay. | 
''Byrtoathe orher ſide, when this wandringzof 
mind-ſhal riſe from tnoernegh oft our parr, 


from prefancne fe; from want of-reverence, be. 
cauſe wee do not intend holy duties aswe ought, 
we come not.tothem with that confciomablenes, 
with that carefalneffe'avwe fhonkd-dot , an-this 
calc itisa great (mnd,and —_— _ co 
anger; whetwe porforme thar wo that'man- 
ner, whenwee doenor ſomoch'as: {er onrfelves 
about it with ourfrengthbut ſnifer ourmindes 
trowanderwiatour amy ref fRanae, | 7) 1. | 

Or (econdly, when wecurfſelver bee this 


ourtelves to bee woridly minded, by ſoffring .an 
indiſpoſitioncogrow npanus,and noe lboucing; 
tarelit ity and caſt it, off agains::cYowknow, 
which an inftrumentis outoF cone; [ifthe Ieffon 
bonever fo-goodttharisplayedtupan It ; yerie 
| aſant ſertie inftrument is out of cane, | 
whoſe fanle x3 rbat > Sowhenthoucommet | 
rw34 v and({b fiery ft rhy heart itor ban diftetm- | 
ipered before, and doeſt nor looke to keepe.itan } 
ordez,thax.ts cliy fmne,armel as _ 


of ir-by adrairting of tboſeeboughts,by ſavfring | >imitiage? | 


_—y 


—_———_—_—_— 
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74 
/and negle& inthe very time of the performance. 
And bythis you may learne, how to judge of 
wandring thoughts in the performance of this 
duty, and likewiſe you may ſee how to prevent 
How to pre- | them, The way toprevent them; is firſt, to | 
wakes in utheartsin tube before, to haverhem ready; as | 
prayer, | the wiſe man bath bu heart at bus right hand $ thac is, 
he hath it readywhen he hath it touſe. Whena 
Simile. | man is touſe his horſe, bedoth not ſuffer tim to 
- [ronne up and downe in the paſtures wildely, buc 
| will have him under bridle zſo wee ſhould kee 
' our hearts in frame, that they may be ready to do 
us ſervice in ſuch an holy duty, when wee have 
need of them. 14 UUW C6696: 1 0 
Secondly,we muſt bediligent;when wecome 
co performe the duty, that though our minds do 
wander, _ may be ready to recall them pre- 
ſently,ro ſet ourſelves toirwirh all diligence. So 
| for anfwering this firſt caſe, 
WALKS The ſecond is, what a man is to doe,when 
Means | bee findes a great-indiſpaſitian to prayer, ſuch a 
dulnefſc,and | dulnefſe and deadnefie in him, that hee knowes 
onzpenefſe t9 | got how to goe about theduty, and be thinkes, if 
OyeD he doit, it were as beundone. 

Arfw, To this I anſwerbricfly,rtbat in all{uch caſes a 
man is bound natwithſtanding to performe it,let 
his beart bee never ſo much out of temper, Jer 
there be never ſo great a dulneſls, and deadneſſe 

of ſpirit upon him, yerthbe is bound rodoe it. 
Objel. |; ns you will fay, Why,but1amalregether 
; unfit, | 
Anſw, I anfiver, That a man by ſerting himſelfe __ 


-- 


| "Lanwer brchy , Althoug 
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whe worke hal 
unfit at the firſt, Y oukrow members 
nummey,; yet by ukag them, they get life, jy 


—_— 


ſo it swith rhehcarr, in this caſe;, when it is 
nutamed, che very uſi 
 Yeuknow, 
it Eipbeloo blowed, at tiviemnch twill beedry, 
re, ſoitiswith the heart, amanma 


- rand rs Amara onthe wing, yetwit 


{ he have need tocall upon Ged,it is at that time, : 
But youwill ſay, It may bee Go Þ will not ac- 


h 4 mans heart bee 
Aadenwbendes bath dogcallhcecan, | 
'- Em lite; hee can getno heat io the 
| performance of ſoch « duty, yet Grd mayaccept: 
| that prayer,as wellas that which is moſt fervens, 
that you mays underſtand this; aright; you: 
muſt dkeirwith this diftin&tion : for abvayes 
this dulnefic.and deddnefie in preirycomes from | - 
one of theſeryoeauſes./: 


of! it makes it fir. forthe 
choughithe.groene, yer 


mucti adothemay doe x;andtherefore he ought: 
eddoechiodury infuch a caſey, yea; fo much the [122% 
rather ,- betauſe there is nevermorenced of cal.-/4 
lingupon G o-v,-thanat ſneh rime »« forthen a | 


ceniprieplicnpotidectny 10N, then, if | 
ever needy to veovertaken with 
ya ray ns ro : and thereare, if ever 


«fteſle; thou wo 


beat,andcome,intheend,to bee nimble eno hy 


. 


75 


S1mule. 


———. a eee... tt. MS 


afrer a man 


heb cenet. | woundedbis eonſcicncopebetiicr chenomwith- | 
redſome grefſe ftanding hee muſt come, and keepe his comſtant | 
s courſe m 


quickrelle zjand.n this caſe, if wedoe 
our duty, if wee doe the beſt weecan, the Lord 
doth accept it, though hce hath not vouchſafed 


- . {which is cheorheorcauſe) butendeavorasm 
as we cantodoe our beft,inthis caſe Gad a; cepterh 


i, fach as wee cannot remove,when the duinele of 


| they were ——— ina quran emma 


nor) burwben hewirbdrawesthe livelinefle, and 


ſuch inlargementofour hearts, though hee hath 
not powred out khis ſpiriruponus, in ONOUD 

mance of the duty,as at othertimes, but he. gives 
a ſecret hetpe, that pertiaps we feele nor,nor per- 
adventure i is ſogreat as at other times _ - 
when it arifeth from his owne w 

that firneſſe, and weour (clves are not neg mligem | 


thewill for the deed, as I have often ſaid to arr 
mlc alway holds goed, when 


it On itis.natin teremave 
hwehave uſed our utmoſt diligence, in - 
ar is no hindrance. And therefore it is a 
__ comfort unto us,that wee have uſed our db 
ſigencoiothisdury; and have j edeuatct | 
ſhength to-quicken our licarts;;thougbiir be not 
done, yet Go Þ accepts our prayers, aswell as if 


_ 


— Tho next caſvis;whata mayiscodocafoerhe * 
about preyiog | harh-60mmitred ſore great finve;-after/bs bath | 


——— — PI" m _ De 


— 


 ſelfe: as manytimes, rhe contempruous, negl- 


Tothis I anſiver, that a man is bound ( not- 
withftanding any (inge that he barh commirted) 
be it whar itwill bee,) cokeepethis courſe con- 
tantly in and Dot ToOMIIt, not ro k 
off,not to it, And my ground for it-is, be- 
cauſe this is adury, it is a Charge that God harh 
laid upon all, to #ray continually, that is, at the 
leaft twice a day, aywe ſhewed before, to keepe 
a conſtant courſe in it, Now it is certain, our fai- 
ling in one thing maſt not excuſe us inanother : 

when the duty lies on us, wee have nodiſpenſa- 
tion to benegligent in it; and therefore wee arc 
Againe, conſider this,that a particular effence 


away from his fathers houſe, and grow a ſtranger 
to him, that is more than the parttcular offence: 


doth not offend ſomuch, as if we grow ſtrangers |Negle@in this 
toGop, as if wee grow to a generall rebellion |, carne 
againſthim. As, put thecaſe, a child commits |commited be- 
a great offence againſ bis farher, yer, ifherunne |**- 


for a generall rebellion muſt needs be-more than 
the particular, And. to give over calling upon 
God, to breake off that conrſe, ro grow a ſtranger 
to him, rorunne away from his houſe, and (as it 


were) tobe ready togive overall his ordinances, 
anda conſtant of obedience to him, this ! 
152 rebellion, and is worſe thanthe par- 
ticular; yea, ſfoch a carriage, after ſinmecommit- 
ted, moves G 0» roanger morethan the (inne ic 


gent, rebellious carriage, after anoffence,moves a 


mater,» ys band, ora parent core thab the par- | 


ticular | 


| 


Me 


If we recover 
not quick]y 
out of a finne, 
we adde more 
to It, 


ticular falling t 


a great {inne, in denying bis Maſter,and forſwea- 
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it were . 
Befides, conſider when a — prenney —_roel 
finoe, hee makes a great gappe in his conſcience, 
he a cn breach po ns you have 
that breach lye open?is not that very dangerous ? 
is not that | —_—_— bring in more (inge, and to 
ſuffer thoſe good things that are in the heart 
to ſteale out 2 Lwill give you but one inſtance for 
this : You ſee, S. Feter,when be had committed 


ring of him too, yet, becauſc he came in preſent- 
ly,and repented, and ſought for pardon, (as _ 
know he did,) hee was graciouſly preſerved from 
running into further arrerages ; for hee made up 
the gappe, he made up the breach by his true re- 

tance, x 

Wee ſce, on the other fide, when David had 
committed that figne with ZBathſbebo,and did not 
come.unto God, as he ſhould have done, to keepe 
his ordinary courſe in ſacrificing unto him,in re- 
penting, and renewing his repentance, and pray- 
ing to him, you know, bow many fſinnes hee fell 
into. And likewiſe that was the caſc of Salewen; 
you know,towhat a height he grew,by not com- 
ay. God, at bis firſt failing: And therefore, I 
ſay,there is reaſon,that we ſhould doe it, though 


the ſinne be never ſo great, we ought to. come 1n, 
and to keepe our courſe conftanely. 

But may I not ſtay till I bee more fitted, ill 
my heart bee more ſoftened, and more hum- 


bled 2 


—_ 


_ oo + | 


—wl 
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— 
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Beloved, to lay inthis caſc is dangerous, ol 
t 


- . — — — _ 
A _— 
— pay —_, _—— 
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| de projever me ixeuolt holy gfrerto hanh de- 


_ 


the beert commealy growes more hard in finne, 


1mmacdately after the (in-is commirted;rhanir is 
afterwards; andwhen thou ſtayeſt for mare har- 
mility,thou findeſt leffe: And therefore, while! 
the wound is greene , - and when the fire hath ra+ 
kennewly hold, it is thenbeſt ro quench ir, be- | 
fore the wound be feſtered, before it hath comi- 
nued long z forthe heart wilt grow worſe and 
worſe,as itis Heb.3.12, Take heedrhat 164 be not + 
hardened 1hrough the deceitfulneſſe of ſpe, The | 
meaningis this, when youcommir a finne;, your 
thinke, if youſtay aweeke, ora fortnight, or a 
month, you ſhall come in as well as at the firſt,” 


that is, doit preſently, for fin will deceive you;| 
it will harden your heart before you be'aware, it" 
will makea diſtance betweene God and your wil 


on and therefore take beedg hearrs be 
.not bardened through the deceitfulneſſe of finne, | 
that Gnoe doe not deceiveyou,which it will doe 
before youthinteof it.: - And therefore in this 


waters breake out a little, it is beſt to-ſtop cheats 
pricntly, if you {i -chey will makethe* 
; breach greater,.till ar length you'bee unable ro 
| Nopabern ſon this caſe , when you have cam- 
' mitzed & great finrie,come in ſpeedily,before the » 
, wound grow.inearable.. -. 


no, ſayththe Apoſtle, #hileie i to deycome in; | 


take you off from him, it will leade you further | 


caſe.your ſhould do as-you do with waters ; when'| 


79 
for be 


by continuance, the conſcience is more tendet|"** after fin 


comm :rted, we 
become more 
uake, 


Heb.3.12- 


Simih 


| \ Buryou will fay, What thalka'man come into? 
filed 


Ks 


1 
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filed himſclfe with ſome great finne; is not this 
ag unreverent thing ? 

I anſwer briefly,it is very true; if thoa be bold 
to come into Geds preſence with the ſame diſpo- 
ſition wherewith the finne was commirred, with 
a minde ſo faſhioned, and fo framed ; in that caſe 
thou doeft exceedingly ehim,this isa 
bigh degree of prophanenefle : And therefore, 
when we ſay,thou muſt come in, and keepe a con- ' 
ſtant courſe in prayer; notwithſtanding,the mea- 


ning is, you muſt come inwith a diſpoſition rur- 
ned aſide from your finnes, and brought home to 
God, with a minde ro abhborre that which is evill, 
and tocleave to that which is good ; there muſt 
be this converſion of the minde to him, thou 
muſt not come inwith the ſame diſpoſition, that 
muſt be altered. So much ſhall ſerve forthe an- 
{wer tothis Caſe. 


Another Caſe is, whether wee may uſe a ſet 
forme of prayer, and likewiſe,yhether it be ſuf- 


I need not ſay much ro you, for I chinke there 
_ here _ doubr of. ir, bur thar -- ſer forme 
of prayer may be uſed : you know; Chrift 
ſeribed a ſds know, there were otencdes 
Fſalmes thatwere pra were uſed conſtant- 
ly, and therefore there is nodoubr;bur rhat ſer 

e may be uſed, for wee have thoſe and other 


ficient ? 


examples forit: Andinthe Church,atall times, 
both in the primitive times, and 4ll along tothe 


_—_—_— reformed times ;/ 10 Lurher 
Coins tina, fill in all times the Choreh 


i. 


— - __— 
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had ſer formes they uſed, and I know no obje- 
o__ againſt it of weight, One maine objeRion 
is this : 

That in tinted prayer the ſpiric is ftraitned, 
when a man istyed to a forme, then hee (hall 
have his ſpirit (as it were) bounded and limited, 
that 'he cannot goe beyond that which is pre- 
ſcribed ; and therefore, ſay they, it is reaſon a 
| man ſhould bee left ro more liberty, (as hee is 
| ig conceived prayers,) and not tyed to a ftrict 
forme. | 

To this I anſwer, even thoſe men that are a- 
gainſt this, and that uſe this reaſon, they doe the 
ſame thing daily in the congregation: forwhen 
another prayes, that is a ſet forme to him that 
heares it; I ſay,it is a forme to him : for pur the 
caſe, that he which is an hearer, and doth atrend 
| another praying, ſuppoſe that his ſpiritbe more 
' inlarged, ir is a ſtraitning to him, hee bath no 1i- 
| berty to goe our, be is bound to keepe his minde 
| intent upon that which the other prayerth: And 
| therefore, if that were a ſufficient reaſon, that a 
' man might not uſe a ſer forme, becauſe the ſpirit 

is ftraitned, a man ſhould notheare another pray 
; (thongh ir be a conceived prayer)becauſe,in that 
| caſe, his ſpirit is limited, ir may bee, the hearer 
| hatha larger heatt ( a greatdeale) than hee that 
| ſpeakes and prayes ; ſo that there is a bounding, 
and ſtrairning,and a limiting of the ſpirit rohim, 
And thetefore that reaſon cannot be good. 
Againe,I anfiver,though the ſpirit be limited, 


| 


i 


Ob) eF . 


— — ——_—— 


Notte 


| 
' 


Anſw, 2, | 


at that rime in publike,yer he bath a liberty at 0- 
G ther 


Wee have li- || 
berry at other | 
rio\cs. t 


——_— 


eAnſw. 3. 
om is 


not reftraincd 


in a ſet forme 
of prayer. 


Queſt. 
== 


uſcdin prayer, 


yet that alone 
43 not lufhci- 


_ hs 


- — TR Cm 


ther times, to pray as freely as hewill ip private; 
and therefore be is not (@tied,but though at that 
time in the congregation he be,yet it is nogene- 
rall cye,at another time,or immediately aftcr,be 
may be as free as hewill in ſecret, , 

Againe, I anſwer, it isnot a bond, or reſtraint 
of the ſpirit, becauſe there is a tye of words ; ſor 
the largeneſſe of the heart ſtands not ſo much in, 
the mulcitude and variety ofexpreſſions,as inthe 
extent ofthe affeRion : now then the heart may 
be very large, forall that, though hee betyed in, 
words, yet therois nota tye upon the affeRion, 
that may bee extended more, 1n putting up the | 
ſame petition, when another man is more dealt 
ned-: therfore there is ng tye,and limit upon thar. ! 
And this is enough to ſatisfie thateaſc,that a ſet 
forme of prayer muſt be uſed. 

Butnow, if you aske, whetherthat be ſuffici- 
ent >-wherber a man may thinke, if he have been 
preſcatatpublike Prayer, (which is a commen- 
dableand religions thing to uſe confiantly)l lay, | 
whether that be ſufficient > 

My Beloved,this is amatter of ſome moment, 
to conſider what wee ought todoein this caſe, 
for we may be deceived init ;and I anſwer plajn- 
KAY: jp not ane þ Fong -e is diligent in: 

ike: prayers, that keepes them-morning and 
evening, if hee thinkes now hee harhdiſcharged 
tris duty, he is ina-very great-errour : and this is 
rhe Ks they are not{ufhcient Indeed 
they ought ro be uſad eovſtantly, ſor Gd iv wor- | 
ſhippedin the; & iis ——— 
" 


: 
: 


| when there are many ſpetarors, more honour is 
| 


| bertie ro ſpeak 

Beſides, the ſpirit of a manharh greater liber- 
| tie in ek there a man may powre forth his 
| 


—— 
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when G o » is honoured before many (as a man, 


done to him)it is a greater honour, which is when 
men joyne in this worſhip, Many other reaſons 
maghr bee produced for ir, but that is nor the 
thing I am now to commend it to you; bur 
I ſay, it is nor ſufficient, alchough ir ought robe 
done, becaufe there are many particular fines, 
which cannot bee confeſſed in publike prayer, 
thereare many particularwants, which in publike 


| prayer you cannot unfold, and open, or expreſſe 


unto the Lord, 

Againe, the end of a ſet forme of prayer is to 
bean for the private, (for the publike it is 
another caſe) a helpe that one may uſe thatis yet 
exceeding weake : a child, that cannot goe, may 
have a prop to helpe it, but wee muſt not alway 
be children, we muſt not alway uſe that helpe. 

Eefides,ye muſt conſider this, that there js no 
man that bath any work of grace in his heart,but 
be is enabled in ſome meaſure ro pray,withour a 
ſer forme of prayer, hee is able toexpreſle his de- 
| fires to God in private, one way Or other : There 
| was never any man in any extreme want, bur hee 
| knew how to expreſſe himſelfe, where be had 1i- 
e; ſoitis inthis caſe, 


as Hannaſaith, 1 Sov. r. which 


ſoule 16 the L 


| in pablike be catmordoe freely : there are many 


icular mercies, which hee hath cauſe to bee 
thatkefull ro God for. 


Simle, 


Reaſon 3+ 


| 


6a/e 5+ 
bout uf 
about the ge- 
ture in ſecret 


prayer. 
A nſv. 
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Reaſon FX Beſides, there is particular paines that a mar 


isr0take with his heart, from day to day, which 
in the publike common petitions, hee is not ablc 
to doe : for, Beloved, know this, that the prayer 
which is required from day to day, is nor ſo much 
the performance of the duty, the doing of the 
taske, but the cad isto keepethe heart in order , 


ulce. | for if linfull luſts grow upon it, and-diſtempens, 


and worldly-mi , the cnd of rhis duty 
is to worke them out againe, to renew repentance 
againe; and when there is a forgetfulneſſe of 
the covenant, when grace growes weake, when 
good deſires begin to ſh, to renew, and re- 
cover them, ro put ſuell co rhem : and this is nor 
done by the performance of the publike onely, 
And therefore, I lay, though you performe it 
in your families , and meet in the Congrega- 
tion, you muſt nor thinke that this is enough, 
for you arc bound to a private performance of 
this duty, 

Againe, this is another Caſe, what a man is to 
doe in the private performance of this duty, whe. 


the v07ce,3"d1 the hee bee bound alwaies to uſe his voyce 2 whe- 


| ther bee bee bound alwaies to ſuch a kinde of 
geſture 2 

I anſwer this briefly, ( for there is no great dif- 
ficulty in.theſe things, and therefore I paſſe them 
over). forthe geſture in publike, there is more 
heed to bee.taken of that, becauſe ir is @ publike 
and open worſhip of. Go», and therefore in. 
[Lots the geſture is alway tobe reverenr, You: 

w 


en it is repeated, (in I 


eee te ___u@Oww___ 
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we 


' wearineſſe in the body, ſome may breed a dulnes, 
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ſtamenteſpecially ) that they bowed downe, and 


oned in the Scriptures: where you have prayer | 
mentioned in publike, till yu ſhall find an ex- 

preffion of ſome reverenr geſture; therforewhen 
wee appeare before the Lord in the publike per- 
formance of this duty, eſpeciall care muſt bee 
taken heereunto, In the private, the caſe is diffe- 
rent, there variety of geſtures may beuſed,and 1 
do not ſee but al manner of geſtures may be vſed; 
there are many examples for walking, and lying, 
and ſitting , onely this is tobe taken heed to,thar 
even in private , as faras may bee, the geſture bee 
ſuch as may both expreſle the inward reverence 
in the heart, for elſe of the outward man, [1 ſee nor 
but there is a libertic in that: And indeed I think 
this is the beſt rule in private,that that geſture be 


nerſbipped, and ſo Chrift looked up to heaven, Paul | 
tneeled downe, and the reſt with him, and prayed | 
and many ſuch like expreſſions you have menti- / 


— 


85 


Noe, 


uſed,that doth moſt quicken,8&doth help the du- _ 


ty moſt, Some geſture may bring a dulneſle, and |privace prayer 


indiſpoſition, when another may quicken the bo-. |*at doth moſt 


dy,& make it more fit for prayer : ſometimes ly- | 
ing is inconvenient, and ſometimes more conve- | 
nicnt + And therefore,in this caſe, the beſt rule is | 
to uſe that geſture , which quickens moſt which | 
belps moſt the duty. Some geſtures may breed a 


ſome are painefull ro the body; all rhis isa hin- 
drance to the duty,whenas the change of it may 
quicken and helpe it forward, 


Now for the voyce, I fay, for thar, (as forthe 
G3 geſture ) 


DE 


quicken, 
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lobu 41.4 


Angels how 

they ſpeaketo 
God, — 
another. 


Lanery-$ - 


Whyrhe voyce | 
is uſed in pray 
Ci, 


ſpeake before others:burt when there is any cauſe 


| rommandring.,.. If the voyce were notuſed 


geſture) it is not ſimply required: for Ged i « ſpj- 

ric and hewiltbe worſbipped in ſpiris, Menthat have 

earcs, and bodies,thcy muſt have men ſpeake ro 

them : bur Ged, thatis a Spirit, delighrs in that 
which is like himſelfe and therefore all his eye 
is upon the.inward behaviourof the Spirit, Be- 
ſides,the ſpirit may ſpeake to God,when the voyce | 
doth notzas,you know, the Angels ſpeake to God, 
and they ſpeake oneto another. The Schoolemen 
have great diſputes about the ſpeech of Azgels,| 
but this they agree in, that one Ange/ſpeakes to! 
anothes after this manner : When any one hath a! 
conceitinhis mind of any thing, with awill that 
an6ther ſhould underſtand it, & that God ſhould 
underſtand it, that\is enough forthe expreſſion 

of it; ſo is it with the.ſpiritof man, when hee 
bath ſuch a petition in his heart, in his minde, | 
and therets adefire in his will, that God ſhould: 
underſtand that perition,that is an offering it-up 
tothe Lord,it is as true a ſpeaking to the Lord, as | 
when youdeliveritby an nw, voyce, forthe | 
ſpirit agrees with the. Angels, ſo farreas itis a 
Girit, andas they ſpeake one roanother, and to 
the Lord, ſo doth the ſpirit of man, though in- 
deed the tongue be tobe uſed,as it is ſaid, Fam.2. 
9. Therewith bleſſewee God, and therewith: ſhould 
wee pray among others, and before others, and 


to uſe thevayce in private, it is this as far as it 
may. quicken the heart, (as Hay of geſture)and 
as far as thereby wee may keepe-our:thoughes 
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notice 0 
are aware, and thereforewhen the voyce is uſed, 


ſes, to omit the voyce is more convenient, when 
it may draw any other inconveniencie; bur that 
is left toevery many particular caſe, as hee 
ſhall find che uſt of it to hinder him, 
or further him.And ſomuch 
ſhgll ſerve for this 
Caſe. | 


£ 


G4 THE 


haps the thoughts would bee ſubjet to more 
w_ncng. and wee ſhould not be ready to take | 
them, but they would flip before wee 


ir muſt be to keepe inthe thoughts. In ſome ca- | 


ufe 6, 


About want of | 
leifure to pray 


brat 
MR wn boo 
ſpeedily dif- 
| pauked. 


1 Tuns$. 5.17. 
Pray continually. 


buſineſle of prayer is, whata man 


time, by reaſon of ſome weighty 
buſineſſe, that requires a quicke 
and ſudden diſpatch, and gives him not the lei- 
on and liberty , that otherwiſe bee might bave 
ad ? 
, . Tothis Ianſwer,you ſhall find, that in Scrip- 
tures the prayers of Saintshave been ſometimes 
longer ; and ſometimes ſhorter, Our Saviour 


Cnx13 r, you know, ſometimes ſpent a whole 


right 


| 


| 
| 
| 
' 


Nother Caſe of conſcience inthe | 


| 


is rodoe, when bee is in a ſtraitof' 


_ 


| time,and-a ſleeping time, &c.. Why may wee 
' agtinke 


The Saints daily Bocerciſe. 
| night in prayer: Surely,he did not cake ſo much 
timealwayes z and no doubt, wee have liberty 
ſometimes to be longer, ſometimes ſhorter, ac- 
cording as our occaſionswill permic. But yet this | 
you muſt remember, that chough the buſineſſe 
bee great , yet that buſineſſe that concernes the 
ſalvation of our foules, and the worſhip of God, 
is greater: And therefore, before and above all o- 
ther ſervices,tbis is ſtill ro be preferred-for it is a 
buſineſſe of greater moment: rake heed then you 
ivea juſt weight ro-your buſineſſe, and nor ſuf- 
er every ſmall occaſion that comes in, to thruſt 
our this duty; for heere you. keepenor the due 
propartion,but negle& the greater, and take the 


leſles 


Beſides, doe you not ſay, when you have great 
buſine(ſein and, chat a man muſt have a dining 


not ſay as well, Aman muſt have apraying 

is itnot neceſſary > You knowwhat 7ob fayth , 
you know the courſe that he kept inreading the 
| Word, (for that is clearely meant intharplace ) 
It was moye preciow 10 him than his appoynted food - 
thats, he hat rather omithis uſuall meales, (for 
that he means þy hu appoynred food) than toomir a 
conſtantcourſein performing thoſe holy duries. 
Therefore, I ſay, it ought carefally ro-detooke 
heed of, rhat wee omitit.not,excepr it be ina ve- 
ry:great ifait,which if itſhould happen,we may 
be ſhort in it, God ties us'not ſo exattly you ſee, 
for no rules are fet down inthe Scriprores where- 


[Prayer, as well 


 invwearctyed precifely toſuch anhoure, to ſuch 
| arime, 


—_— 
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Martrers con- 
cerning ſalva- 
non to be pre- 
ferred before 
outward buſi- 
neſſc. 


We ſhonld ab 


lotrime for 


as for octker 


bulinede, 
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atime, but Ged in mercy, and in wiſedome, bath 
left it to our liberty:only obſerve, this is the com- 
mand, Pray continually, doe it exceeding often, at 
the leaſt, keepe a conſtant courſeinit, (as wee 
heard before)though you ſhould bethe ſhorter 
in it, 
| Now let theſe five Cautions be obſerved : 
Cauront &= | Firſt, take heed that the ſtraitning come not 
ot prayer in | from your ill husbandry,thatis, from your il buſ- 
greorfirals. | > anding of time;for,if a manwere carefull to ws. 
_ . * | deeme time before, (it maybe) hee need not be 
well » wayes. | gut to ſuch a ſtraitas he is atthattime,when he is 
' |to performethis duty. Suppoſe you have a jour- 
l ney to go, that requires much rime,and you muſt 
/be gone early; you may ſo husband the time be- 
| fore,that youmay get time m—_ for your jour- 
ney,and for the performance of this duty; and ſo 
forother buſineſſe, as I fayd inthe morning, you 
ſhould labour to ſequeſter your ſelves th per- 
forme this dutyof prayer,and therfore take heed 
oube gee ſtewards of your time, and that you 
| | itwell, 
| . Andlikewiſe, this is another part of husban- 
ding your time, that you ler not'that which is 
very __— » goe for things of ſmall moment; 
for that is ill husbandry. You ſhould redeem the 
 time,& buy it with the Joſſe of ſomething? You 
| inde time enough ro beſtow in the weightieſt 
buſines of your calling, inthings that belong to 
the goodof man, muchmore ſhould you inthis 
that belongs tothe worſkip of God : And there- 


—_— 


—l— 


fore, it it may be,redeeme irwith ſomeloſſe, ” 
youl 
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you ought to husband ir, otherwiſe you redeeme 
nottimeas you ought, This is the firſt Caurion 
that ought to bee o5ferved, to busband and re- 
deeme the time well. 

The ſecond is,if wee bee ſtraitned atany time, 
recompence it at another time : forif itbenorta 
feined excuſe andpretence, if you frame nor to 
your ſelves a ſtraitning , when you have liberty, 
you will bee carefull ro ſpend more time inicar 
another ſeaſon ; by that you ſhall kno your fin- 
cerity in it,that it 1s rrae, and that itis not an ex 
cuſe,and a putting off, 

Moreover,anOther Caurion to be obſerved is, 
that you take notroomuch buſineſſe, upon you: 
if you be ſtraitngd with buſineſle, and therefore 
cannot bc _— inthe performance of this du- 
ty, as Otherwiſe you wouldif you did not take 
ſo much upon you, your ſelves are the cauſe of ir, 
And therefore, he that rakes leſſe,bee that ſpends 
more timein the things that belong to ſalvation, ' 
he hath made the better choiſe z as 4fary made-a | 
betrerchoiſe than 4dartha,_ though her imploy- 
mentalſowere good: . 

Likewiſe, as you mnt not peter your ſelves 
with too-much bnſineſſe, ſo likewiſe. you muſt 
rake care, that your mindes beenotioo much 1n- 
tent upon them; for roo-much intention of mind» 
upon bufineſie,cauſeth diſtration-in prayer, and: 
cauſerh us topoſt over the duty, as well as roo 
much buſineſſe : when a'mans minde ſhoors. it 
ſelfetnofarrein biuſicefſe , when idis too much 


Cantion 2: 
Recompence 
it another 


tmc. 


Caution 3, 
Take beed of 
too much bu- 
fact, | 


Caution 4+ 
ie a6: too 
intent upon 


buſinefic. . 


when | 


<5 duilth Abour-ir, when iris toamnch intent, 


_ 
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when the ſoule cleaves too faſt upon the buſines, 
and cannot looſe it ſelfe to the | = 100mg of 
ſpiricuallduties, which require freedome, 
Cantion 5. | Thelaſt Caution is,thir the ſtrairriſe not from 
Looke to the | d;fhidence in Ged,;and confidence in the uſe of the 
>" of the | neanes ; for it falls our oft times, when wee have 
buſineſſe of moment in band, there is a turning, 
| and poſting from one creature to another, from 
[the uſe of one meanes to another, that wee can- 
not get time in prayer,not ſo much for want ſim- 
ply,but becauſe wee mind the meanestoo much, 
wee intend them too much, we doe not truſt God 
enough with the buſineſle, if wee did, we might 
ſpend lefle time in them, and more in ſeeking to 
him. So much for that Caſe. 

Caſe 7. | Another Caſcof conſcience 1n this buſineſſe 
Abouruſe of | of calling upon G o » is, Whata man is todoe 
Fe means. | forthe uſe of the meanes? for when wee are bid 
to pray, and ſecke to Goo, it is an ordinary 
queſtion amongſt us, But may wee not uſe the 
meanes oO ? 

eAnſw. Tothis I anſwer, That prayer is ſo farre from 
Reaſons why | excluding the meanes, that it includes them , 
———— ny for if the deſire bee fervent, when wee defire 
Reaſen 1, | aNy thing at Goo Þ $ hands, it will make ns dili- 
Elſe ourde» | gent in theuſe of rhe meanes,tonuſe a convenient 
vrezare not | | diligence, as itwill make you carneſt in ſeeking 
- | ro God, and in putting up your requeſt to him. 

For, if a man ſhall pray and bee negligent in 

' the uſe of the meanes, I will bee bold ro ſay it, 

' it is but like the:defire of the fluggard, that is, a 

| languiſhing,and fainting deſire: Hedebires, bur 


his 


— 


CII—_ 


The Saints daily Exerciſe. 
his foulchath nothing, for he defires,but by 
Ibis hand into his bolome : the deſires w 
you expreſſe, when you pray, they are nor fer- 
vent, they 
che uſe of the meanes.. Hee that defires grace, 
and ſtrength againſt fiofull lofts and temptation, 
and yet is-xemiſle in the uſe of the meanes, b 

which grace ſhould bee increaſed, and ſrengeb 
gainc, to reſiſt thoſe corruptions and tempra- 
tions, certainely bis deſires are but vaine and- 


empty deſires. 
fides,.is is an argument that we traft not 
in Gov, that wee make :no-accomprt of our 
prayers,'except wee bediligent in the uſe of the 
meanes, theref, 
them ; for-if 
to your prayers, and thinke: that th 
Vai 
on will be carefull to uſe ſuch meanes, as God 
th ordained to bring rhe thing to-paſſe. Even 
as, if a man ſecke toa Phyficiao, rofuch a Phy- 
ſician as hee truſts ro, into whoſe hands hee 
would put his life,  when-this Phyſician pro- 
ſcribes ſuch a courſe, ſuch a dyecr; and ſuch a 
thing to-bee raken at ſuch-a time, the more hee 
reſts uponthe Phyſician, the more carefull hee 
will bee to obſerve his preſcription and rules : 
And fo; in this caſe, the more you reſt on God, 
the more carefull you will be to uſe ſuch meanes 
as hee hath appointed, when bee hath aid; 
theſe and theſe meanes are tobee ufed. In this 
caſe, I ſay, it is a figne your prayers are more 
So 


will pre- 


weearc farre ftom excluding: 
ſecke to Good, and truſt 


e 
with him, it will worke this fe, thar” 


bioh | 


are noe carneſt, if you bee remiſle in | 


Reaſon 


Elſe it is a 


—— 


we truſt 
God, 


SHE, 


Reaſon 4+ 


[Prayer not the 
| onely meancs, 


Cautions +- 


bout the uſe of | 
the meancs. | * 
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topurpoſe , when you are diligenrin the uſe ot 
them , when yo dare not (leight” nor neglea 
them. 

Againe, you muſt conſider this, that when wee 
pray, at any time, wee: doe nor pray to'have a-| 
ny thing done without tneancs , but wee pray to 
have a bleſſing upon the meanies ; and, if wee pray 


for a b the mceanes, our minde is not 
that they ſhould be omicred : for, you know, God 
doth all things by ſecond cauſes, hee ſaves us tiot 


without our ſelves, that is, hee uſerh us as infttu-] 
ments, hee doth every thing by men, by crea- 
tures, and by meanes , and the end of our prayers 
is, natto have them done withour meanes, bur to 
have a blefling powred downe them.” But 
chat which is chiefly ro bee ob tocleere this 
point to you is this ; That prayer is notthe onely 
meanes, it is but part ofthe meanes to brityg any 


thing ro . 
—_ things to effect a bufineſſe, that 
is, prayer and meanes both : wee doe not ſay pray- 


er 15 the onely meanes, indeede, then rhe other 
were excluded , but ſince ir is bur a part, and 
the other makes up the totall meanes of bring- 
ing any thing to paſle, ir doth not exclude them, 
bur they may bee both joyned rogether, prayer 
and.the uſe of the meanes. This is enough to 
ſhew that we may uſe meancs,wee may pray ,and 
lay our band on the Plough, wee may ſeeke to 
God, and be diligenc, and as diligent as atity body 
elſe. But now theſe three Cautions are to be ob- 


The | 
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The Grft is, Thar, if wee doe uſe meanes, wee 
ſhould uſe thoſe rhat arc righr , for if you truſt 
God, and depend upon him, you will not ſteppe 
out to any inordinate meanes, nor uſe lawtyll 
mcancs in an inordinate manner: If you doe ſo, 
it is an argument that your prayers arc of no 
value in your owne citeeme, tor you doe not reſt 
on G op, which if you did, you would never 
ne, ny other mcares, than hee hath appoin- 

Szcondly, though you uſe the meancs, and 
pray both, yer you muſt (0 uſe the meanes and 
prayer bath,asthat your coahdence reſts nor oncly 
chereupon : far it is one thing to uſe the meanes,& 
it is another thing to have. confidence in them, 
Ang therfore weElay to you in this caſe, tha you 
muſt doc as he that uſcrh the light of the Sun, he 
ſouſeth the light,as that hee bath an eye upon the 
Sun,from whom that light comes, for hee kgowes, 
that if the Sun were ſer, the light would 5ce gone, 
Or as hee that takes water ina Cilterne, or River, 
hee ſo takes it, as that hee hath aneyeto the Foun- 
the knowes if = Fountaine were ſtop. 

, the River would ickly dryed up: So 
you ſhould hickewih rom Glves, i I wA any 
meanes , any creature, any inſtrument ro-bring 
things to paſſe, mine cyc nwſt bee upon God for 
all che helperhar we have from the ereature, it is 
but as a beame tothe helpethat-comes from God 


himſelſe.. And. therefore you mult doe in-chis 
caſe, as Phyſiciangarc wort rodoe, they put ma- 


ay ingredients iatoa thing,/ but it is ane —_ 


ah 


95 
Caution 1, 


Wee muſt aſe 
right meancs. 


{aution 3, 
Not cruſt the 
Wcanch 


$:mwile, 


Simale, 


Siaveles 


_———— 
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(antion J, 
Not to ſticke 
to particular 
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Ped 
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pall ingredient, m_ the reſt, that be makes 
account will cure the diſcaſe.'Sodoe in this caſe, 
make uſe, both of prayer, and of themeanes , yet 
you muſt know , that neither prayer nor the! 
meanes are the principall effeor of the thing, 
but the cincienls eons indeed, wherein your 
confidence is to be, is Ged that doth bring every 
thing co paſſe : There is no good in the City,nor 
no evfH, but he doth ir, you know hee rakes al] 
to bimſelfe, All che mcanes,by which good and 
ill is conveyed to you, doe not doe the thing, 
they are bur the vehrew/apchey are but rhe inftru- 
ments ; as the Beeze and the Wine wherein the 
Phyſicke is taken, bur it is the Phyſicke and 
the medicine that cures , Sg all the meanes 
cannot doe it, it is the helpe and the power 
of Goo, the efficacy that comes from him , 
that brings things to paſſe , therefore that muſt 
bee remembred, uſe the meanes continually , 
but with dependance upon G 0», with an eye 
upon him, let not your hearts reſt upon them 
onelys; for if they doe, it is an inordinate uſe of 
them. 

Laftly, you muſt rake heed of ſticking in any 
particular meanes ; for if you doe, itis a figne 
that you truſt not Go » as you ought to doe, Tt 
isa fault commonly, we pitch upon ſuch a parti- 
cular way, and wee thinke that muſt doe ir, or no- 
thing. Now if G op betruſted ro,he hath more 
waycsto the wood than one, he hath mare means 
to bring a thing to paſſe than one: And therefore 
wee muſt leave it tohim, who often doth ir beſt 


ht 


dy 


— ———— — ————— 


le; David bad — of the Kingdome: 
Now, when bee had the Kingdome of /»dah, yer 
you know, the IE ons out ; for 
Iſbbeſbeth had the Kingdome, and 46ner was his 
chiete Captaine:befides,in his comming into his 
| Kingdome of twdeh, we ſee how Gedwroughe the 
buſinefle,y ithour his device by a meanes that he 
never t he of, in that bartell, when Soul/was 
Killed, and ſo many of his ſonnes, there was (© 
much way made for him, when himſelfe uſed no 
meanes tobring it to paſſe. Afterward, when the 
Kingdome of 1ſreel was kept from him, and hee 
had onely Iwdah, wee (ce, God cauſed diviſion be- 
tweene ribboſherh and Abner his chicfe Captaine : 
upon that comes Abner, and offers to David the 
whole Kingdome, but yet be was but areconci- 
led enemie ; and what Abner might have done, 
he knew not. Therefore, God by his providence, 
(though eb ſinned in it) cauſed A4bney to be 
taken away by /e«b : when this was done, yet /ſh. 
beſberhwas alive ſtill, then were there two men 


 ſerby the providence of Ge, (though it were a 


great finne inthem) to take away his head; and 
ſo the Kingdeme came wholly to Pevid: for, 
there were but two ſonnes ; Mephibeſherh, that 
was lame of his feet; and eth,thatwas lame 
in his minde ; a weake man, unable to manage ſo 
great and weightic a bufineſle, to ſe. So 
God brought the buſineſſe to paſſe, by away that 
David thought not of, Therefore, chough wee 
may uſe meanes; yet, m_ the uſeof them, my 
mu 


by another meanes than weedreamed of, As for 


— — 


- — 
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' ufrdepetd upon Ged,and leave it to Godytotake 
| | nts cms 0 We muſt decinchiscaſe, 
as wee doe when wee goe toa manthatr is very 
| | $kilfull ro doc a worke for us : If wee.goe toa 
| | Carpenter, agd te]l him wee have ſuch a thing to 
| bedone; or, if we goerothoſethat we call Aque 
| Bare grnc for comin coy 
 rid/i, that bring water from place to place, we tell, 
him,this is our defire: but how be willworke,and 
Wee aremore | Which way bewill bring it topaſle, we know nor, 
| apt _ and yet we truſt ſuch an one, forwe fayHe is an 
P_ '| honeſt manof his word,and if he bave undertaken 
it,it is enough: Why thenwill you nottruſt God, 
that {o much be us;thar hath an infinite 
Wi ; and an infinite power > And therefore 
let us all ſo uſe the meanes, that withall we keepe 
TAPS |... dependance.upon him , that wee leave ir to 
workes nor by | himyto uſe this orthatmeanes avirpleaſerh bim« 
our meanes, | for ſometimes, it may bce, hee takes away that 
which wee are about; ſometimes hee leaves us 
partly deſtitute, and findsa way Of his owne, that 
| wee might truſt ro him, and bee confident of his 
Power and VViſdome,in that he is able to do the 
thing wee defite.. So much likewiſe ſhall ſerve 
| for this Caſe. 


—_— 
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{fe 8. - Another Caſe is, What it is topray in faith ? 
| Abour projing You know that is required. Now there is a com« | 
infaith, Wien | monerror in this point : fora man may ſay, If 1 
| pmticular pro- pray for the ſalvation of another, I bave no pro- 

| miſe,that the mile 


; mregthar eve | Miſe, how can by in faith > VWhen-@ man 

| | ackerh hall be __——_ guided in foch a buſineſfe, to have 
| granted, ſuch an enterprize to bebrought topaſlle, to have 

| deliverance from ſuch atrouble, ſycha ickneſſa 
rom 


A 


v_O>—— TA ————cJ— _ 
= _ _ _ — __ _—_ _ 
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| required? 
| Father, chat hee is ready to heare; and not onely 


| The Saints daily Exerciſe. | 
' from ſuchacalamitie;that he lyes under, he finds | 
| noparticufar promiſe, and III | 
it ſhall neverbe granted:How can he then be ſaid / 
to pray in faith» For,to prayin faith, is robeleeve 
chat che thing wee pray for, ſhall-be brought to 
pafle and accompliſhed. | | 
_ 1anſwer, That to pray in faith, is to goe as far 
[as the promiſe goes, Now no particular man bath 
| ay particular promilſe, that he ſhall have ſuch a 
de iverance, that bee ſhall bave ſuch a particular 
| mercy granted him; andtherefdre it is notrequi- 
| redto beleeve, that that particular thing ſhould 
be done. | 

But youwill ſay, What faith is itthen that is 


I ſay, it is enough tobeleeve that Gov is'a 


that bee is readie to heare, but that hee is readie 
tadoe that which is beſt for me, in ſuch a parti- 
cular : for both are required, "That you beleeve 
him co bee well affe&ted rowards you, as a Fa- 
ber, as one that tenders your good ; and not on- 
ly fo, but that hee will doe that, in that particu- 
lar, that ſhall be moſt for his owne glory, and for 
' your good : And, if you doe fo, you pray in ; 
faith; though ( for the particular) yon know | 


' not, whether it ſhall bee granted or no, Indeed, ' granted which 


: 


' if wee had a particular promiſe, as Elias had, | 
| that it ſhould not raine, &c. in that caſe, wee 
| were bound to beleeve in particular , but not 
| baving that, wee are notryed unto-it : for the 
| promuſe is the objeR Fo 60h and the babir is 
| 2 not 
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A nſw. 


Wee are not 
bound to be- 


| lecve, tharche 
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articular 


| 


| 
} 
| 


thing ſhalbe | 


we pray for. 
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not toworke beyond the obje &, for the objeR is 
heroleaodrbe limir ofchehabi : thereor 

may pray in feith, when yet no ground 
to 4 by and to thinke, os that particular 
—_ ſhould S—__ a Ifa - 
ther pray,that his ſonne w e 
in hi hoon, thae his ſoole may be-leved 3 ie may 
be the L o x » will neverdoe it: or, if one friend 
pray for anotber,to the ſame purpoſezrhough the 
thing bee not done, yet the prayer rerurnes into 
his boſome, hee is no laſer by ir, there js a re-: 
ward belongs to him, for feeking'to Go » in ſin- 
ccritie ; it is his duty, that hee ſhould doe fo. 


The like I may fay for every other particular 
caſe. And this encouragement you may have, 


| Fhat there is never any particular prayer put up, 


wherein you ſceke things that are not granted, 
but you-miſtakein-it ; for, if you beleeve thus 
farre,as I ſaid ro you, be ſurerhar your prayers are 
accepted, God will doe thar which is beſt for you, 
and your prayers ſhall-not be loſt.. So much alſo 
for that. | 

The laſtcaſc is, How ſhall aman know whether 
his prayerbe heard, or not? 

Foranfwertotbis, wee will give you this one 
rule, (and that is as fatre as wee cangoe) That: 
thoſe prayers that are made by the affiſtance of 
Gods holy Spirit, iris certaine, they are alwayes 


| make no queſtion, buttharG © v hraresit; and 


will doe the thing, obſerving the Cautions that 
wee have given you heretofore, thatis, forthe 


you 


beard : if you finde that atany time, youneed | 


—  — 


meanes, |* 


_ — 47 
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rv 
meanes, the ranner,the time, and the == 
for itcannor be, but that when the heart is inlar- 


| ged by Gov s owne Spirit, and rhe is an 
\exprefſion of holy defires, rhe Loi oe 

heares, on place oy rear rape. ry 
Hen knowes the meaning of the Spirit : is,hefo 
knowes vgrwor wer” 3 frerter wh ir, that hee af. ! 
wayes accepts of it : and therefore, when you 
come in fach a caſe, at any time,that your hearts 
arc inlarged ina ſpectiall manner: Marke, 1 fay, 
when your hearrs are inlarged ina fpetiall man- 
ner,and that, with boly deſires, inely, then 
Go v meanes to our requeſts ': hee would 


nor ſend bis ſpirittobeean i in your 


coarrary;he withholds his ſpirir, he gives us nor 
that inlargement of heart. Only thisdiftin&ion 
maſt be remembred;you may be ſome- 
time very ea , (the parent may bee very ear. | 


neſt forhis childe,as D avidwas for bis;and Moſes 
for ought wee ſee ; was earneſt to have into 
theLand of Canean, they were things thar they 
deſired ) and yer that may be an expreſſion of na- | 
turalldefires. In which caſe a man may bee very | 
earneſt, and yet heecannor build upon it, ro ſay, 
my heartis much inlarged iti prayer, and there- 
fore I ſhall be heard, ' | " 2 


your heart, nt ES: 


inlar- 
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hearts, if hee did not meane todoe it : for,on the |® 


When God 
proyers, und 
when not * + 


Nos. 


| 


— — 


—  — 
CO IEEE 


[= 
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Qualibcations 

or conditions 

| required in 

thac prayer 

| that ſhall bee 
acccpted, 


a —_—Y 


Cantu I, 
Thai rhe 
ſoabe 1) 
James 5 be 


- 
Recauſe a man 
| voſt have 

| Chrift,before 
| he have any 

{ thing elle, 


2 
The gcnerall 


Covenant is 
before the 
particwar, 


-_ > 


at. AB. 


| er, it1is a pecefary abing 


| deh prevaile much Tamer yl 164 


\ 13 thag or that-paxticular promile; but yeurhutt 
| firlt ewithin the Covenant, you muft arſtheve 


Ulacging it, and ſharpening grace avd bolipefſſe 
a9, in.thaſerequelts you pyt ug (9Go6jn this 
cals, build upon iz, for you may be lure your praj-. 
ers are heard oo. that, ground wee. even, now 
gave you, Hee knowes the meaning of theſpirit, Sox 
much ſhall ſerve fax thoſe Caſes of Conſcience 


io this (puzruall Jury of calkiggupon God, || 
| - (aw the laſt thing wee propaupded was this : 
bat thc LKCAtiEn 1$tbatis required in our 


prayers: for ſince we bave fayd ſomuch of pray. 
« 6k wee know what: 


FOI Ipieds that it,may bee acoep-, 


| And the Git (me wall comaiond to you, which | 
is the ground,and firſt in orde; before all the reſt) 
is,thar che perſan be right, The prajer of — 

itisthjsg4 wonmuſl fr have | 
Chiilt hore he can have any thing elſe; He hath | 
given us all things elſe mith Chrift 7 It wee baveall | 


| thingsc){e, ifwe bave not higs,it is Bothing 1 Af 


hjc promiſes (yaa know) are Awen, bat'it is 
in him PQ mt» 1 nr _ 


in bam ; {Ot | 
And beſides, the generall Covenant maſt goc 
before. the particylas forthe ground of alli preier 


tkegeneratl Covenantbelongipg, toyou, before 
you can have thepartieularbranchesa of i,&ither- 
oF Ts Po within |< —_— 

ac hilt righteous torchobeanceptet] r i& 
Ape $6 right etfvr 
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hinke thus with himſelfe, be hopes His hearr i is | 
_—_ _ his prayers right /-and his-egds are | 
goody for houghaltrhis were trud,yer iFhis 
denier] wes G'6'p tegardsir tor, Yo know 
the blood a ſheepe, and the blood ofa Swine; |; 
| they are both alike, it may bee the blood of the | 
$wine is berter chan the 6ther; yet the blood of || 
the Swinewas not to be , heearſe-it way 
the blood of a Swine. So inthis caſe;tht prajer of 
an nnregenerate man may be avwel? 


the I_r oe that ne irs 
ir — the I» HEE bene; = 
that is it tharcmakes the 8j ts there- | 


fore be chiefly obſerved, that the rſon be rig be. | 
Andrhirefore you half finde ? fat. 4: 7: Devid | 
makes rhithe ;orkvry why his prayers ſhould 
he heard t' laith he; Bee Rrerhe | Gol hath chaſer 
pr ome man 7 yy w when I tall upon him 
I fha#t be heard, For that is the ground that hee 
lakesto himſelfe, why he ſhall be heard, —_— | 
%dhathchoſen to himſclſe the —_— 
if he ſheuld fay, [am of the number o Iy, | 
and therforeyou oe encmics,and think | 
tOprevaile againſt re you nor, for Tpray .' 
toa-Cd toyt]h me * ; Tan god! an 7 
and pot that Bel ts ny Arn mal 
is heafd, Feed, otherwiſe though oy ay, 
ran, yet our bene ha ery lowder than 


| for | | An unregene- 


- = —_ 


call our per 


= 


*ltke is 6, m_ 


, 2&0 w hen 
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when chenoiſc of our praiers is but like the crack- 
ling of tharges, which cangot bee heard for the 
| noiſe that Gipne makes in the <arcxof the Lord, 
| Thus irig;in this caſe when weencome defore God 
in our fins,when a man comes into his preſence. in | 


bis encracy. 
Butthis is not all, for certainc it is, a man chat | 
is within the Covenant, may bave a partzcular 


. | fine, (as you heard heretofore) that may inrex- | 


cept his praj that may binder the bleſſing: 
ſothar, ag war SA be removed, before his 
rayers can bee heard... Et is true, 7 he Same abides 

in the bene far ever but yer the ſhane may commir 

fuch anoffence, that his father may ufc bim as a 
ſervant, hee may deny his requeſts ; and refuſe, 
them , when bee comesco ſceke any thing ar bis 
hands : And therefore,there muſt boe aparticular 
 reconciliation,a particular repenrance;that finne 

muſt be en , and done away, that ſtands in 
the way. This was the method the Saints alwaies 
have kept incalling upon Ged- See it in Daxjel, 
and Ezrs,, all of them,for the moſtpart ; when 
they make aty compleatpraier, wee Fett rhey 
begin with humiliation,and confeſſion of finnes. 

And the reaſon of it is, that their perſons might 

dee clecre and innocent, that thoſe finnes might: 
be removed , wbich would ſtand in their, way 4 
and this likewiſe isa ground of rhar, r7 #».2.8. 

 fayth the Apoſtle there, 7 wif, that. prayers bee 
made in all places, that 


wrath avd aaa Ju he. meaning is this, not;; 
onely that a manbee. within the 
| 


ll 


————— 


On m—  — 
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s 
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Seda beckagful ine all particular fins, that 
mighrclcav>ro bin) and bang upon bim. As: 
for examplegyhen th wouldeſt of 
God, een docen yparticular wy — 
char muſt bee — by reaewing t 
tance, And beſides that,fee aber Sodenmns Scripture 
takes natice of, when amancomes topray , his 
heart muſi,bee cleanſed ide(for Ged refoſts | 
the prowd) his heart muftbe brought to an hum-' 
ble diſpoſition; likewiſe ic muſk be cleanſed from 
wrath, hee, muſt {;ft, wp pure hands without wrath ; 
which fe mapiont; AGe, $> Leave thine 
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Wheh we pr 
we mall clc 
oar hearts* 


| 4 
From pride, 


| 


2 
From wrath. 


ard por and mate peace with thy brocher, oa ne j 
from unthankefulneſſe ; our prayers are hot ac- 
hay for merCies reCci- 

The like wee may ſay of eycry particular 
| ſinnez wee ravſtbe.careſull ro cleanſe our ſolyes 
from altfiofull luſtsand corwp taffetions, that 


we lift up pure a oy Ie And 
\thisis the firkk thing: that: is;required ,. that the 
\perſonbe right 5 thatis, nas{ppely that bee bee: 
withia the C ;buz likewiſe that thoſe par- 
ticular finvesbe removedthat maydee an inape-+ 
ke Coons thing requized is Faiihy if 

7 t required is Faith; Lift wp 
pure hands without.wrath and doubting, You know 
that in James, Let him that wanterh wiledome at heof | 7, 
God Jer bins ag he inn faith and waver mar, $0 that 


;though prayer be the key toopen Gods treaſures , 


which itwilldoeno good. 


Now 


| — ——————_/l_—_ 


MAL5. 13-34» 
my 
thanktulac fe. 


| mow not daminion ja our hearts ; but that | 


« | 


yer faich juthe band char curnes.ahe key, wighour | 
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'1n prayer, 
I 


2 


Jang 1«& 


A two fold 
Faith required 


meme nt nn on 


Ks eLors | Now eh nord requires faith, partly,/ for his | 
requires faith eavnc lake, hee&hhonld acknow- \ 


\- 1 bee that wavers, hee like awave of the Sea * that is, 
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ledged}; iPyowdidinoveruſthim,when ears 
to feeke hith, if you didnot reſt upon Him, Be. 
ſides he ſhould loſe hisglory ; for in this we glo- 
tifie bim when we truft him, and weediſhonour 
( him when we diſtruſt hin) ; when weecome and 
ſceke to hin, and doenor reſt eponttim, wee'd\f. 
| honour him. | 
| Beſides, inregard of us he requires fairb, and 
;will not heare us without it , becauſe, as it is 
| [amet 6. inthe ſane place, where faith te- 
ired; there is' good reaſon why iris required ; 
orſaith the Apoſtle there, He that beleevis wor, or 


|\ſomerimes inÞis prayer hee is very eameſt, as a 
\wavecthat ſwels high; ſorietimes aFain&hee will 
\be Hothing acall i yea;(aith eb+&A he tsnot 
\only uneven inthe buſmeſle of prayer, ſometimes 
carneſt and forward, and ſomiteithes pivitig ovet 
aphin;off andon;burſuch's rift arnftabl8 irrall” 
his wayes, for hethartr fv OD yl Me care 
fall, not in prayer only, but eGkeefall hiY wdyes 
right; bur hethiat traſts hinPtor, wavers inevery 
thing : he is(it may be) diligetifipÞfayeyhewill 


—O_— 


— 


* 1]hoke ro bi&wiyes foie tiniegBath " 


' OF OMPRE re ft uporfother things Wall fe" 
m#te,het1shior ceonfſtary © an#thefcfbre Faith is re- 
quired. NowWhen I ſayfiith is requirtt,) know 
this, tharthereIFadoablefalrbregatned4 © 3” 

| '-The 086% «Refi the bt bold ree AO the! 
lotherisa faith inhispdWTg v7 0111s = | 
| irſt, 
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The vin diipliatreiſe. | 
- Fir, Lay foinlvia Godegraviderce (which is a 
| thing of 


of monengand wearcapt to, Hf 

\Weleitglecrely,fſal, CPA Gb rabar 
tr 
earthant the ſea,oha beeps at nant 4nd mmerey for 
ever ;.you ſee faith there required'jn ghie-provi- 
dence, He made hegven and earth, the ſea hee is ſuch 
3 Cady holisabletp bring great thingsto paſſe, 
fog bemadebeavcnangeanhs end is he notable 
tro dag any thing beſides 2 


yhickis pxpreſled i dbonext words,y! Ha ketperh 
Cortnans fores er: SOodekrwile tt expicllt the des 
fect of it: You ſeewhen Marthaand Aforycame 
to Chbrift targiſe Lazarm,. they belceved he was 
ready.enqugh, to doe. it {there was faith in. bis 
$4 ). but they wapto& faith/inhþis prov 
Gas ; (orAfarthacomes tobin, and milthion, 
Lord, (ayth ſhe, mp ”  eunſbary 
dayer a5if (hebad fayd,furely now it cannot; be 
done, ifi thaw hadſt came ſooner, .it Might have 
bindioughtiopaſle r ſoſhe beleeves nm 1o:beg 
w+llinghut there wagttntifuilhin theprovidence. 
\ Agg1ye, 43 derefarnh inthe providence was 
wanuings ſoweecezinthe Leper, there was faith 
inthegrouidenct (nmeybtc.heothetrearman- 
09 $5 butibaioanatoxptcſg;. htivoorepoha- 


make imeemials; Here was an evideficoot: faith in 
the providehed, heeatknowled gerh, Fighppier, if 
rhou-wnle g pHAuteNfmabc mec vole x buffs uſe 


| 


| 


faith 


i... 


Ob, wcbe Foy war njemethoony pant 


Secondly,thcrg muſt be a faith ia his promiſes, 


bla. hee hiadtboth): borth of tabgwriss) wenigdunf | 


Chriſta fal6ltbs defte;; iris tidy h&bath 


$1407 | 


Faith In Gods 
providence, 
Hſal.146.5,6, | 


| 
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faith iache promiſeeos; ſo, I ſay, chere muſt be 
fa idence "Comal » there | 
muſt bee a faith alſo inthe promiſe of God * yo 
bevc 40ers, thar, you have his 
word forit, hechath ſayd, Arte and you ſhall have, 
Mans, \ſecke and yee ſball finde, knocks and itſbelt be opened 
£8 you$; and whatſoever you as be, if it bee according 
; to hic will je ſhall be done to you SO that is the thing 
wee are chiefly to looke unto', to coofider this 
; faith in Gods promiſe ; for men arc ready to ſay, 
_—__ I doubt not but Gedis ablc, but all che queſtian | 
—_— than wear =) ke bee willing or ao. And therefore, if 
of his power | ws our prayers prevalent, we 
———_— muſt bee cones feengiien our faith in his 
promiſe : for,as that is ſtrong, ſo our prayers doc 
' more prevailewich God, Ir is a matter of much 
moment,and therofore we will ſhew mo 
your faith niay beſirengthened, and likewiſe how 
A oathell h faich, if 
., | © Firſt,you then your faich, if you 
es”; conkider the nature of Go 5. Beloved, this is a | 
| ned in prxer- | great cauſe why wee beleeve nor the promiſe of 
rene | Godard bisreddinefſero belpe/us indifficult ca- 
which are of | ſex, becauſe wee arc i of the Nature of 
woſors. | Gedof the Attributes of Grd; oratleaſtvedoe 
not conſider them, For , (that I may o- 
pen ir.to you's little, and ſhew you the way of 
making uſe of the \Arrributes of Gu, incall; 
' uponhim,8& Arengrbening our faith from thee) 
1 Jaftice. | conſider firft, the 7uFiceofGed, (I will give you 


this 
Argu- 


» req bave ftill 
br | his Gods Attributes) David | 


CCTITY _ 
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depnntStgda tonite art tw}, I am Fnndetut : 
When beerctech God of his Juſtice, andwithall 
exprefleth his owne Lnnocencieit is a Rrong Ar- 
 gament. David, you ſec, aferh ivoft, (1 need nor 
LO Name parti ) Lord, reward me accorting to 
mine Innocencie, c. Thaw bnowe# 1 am righteous and 

Ine enemies bave done me thus and thus much 
w700g, and the ars jw#t © God cannot deny this 
for it is a ſtrong Argument, that is taken from 
ſuchag Attribute. 


of Adercie, on cheorhber (ide, / am full of Mi- 
ſerie : And when theſe are pur rogerher, it is a 
reat meanesto ſtrengrhen our fairh. Arid there- 
ore; wee: fee,. David often exprefleth his owne 
calamirie, bisdiſcafe, how hee was oppreſſed by 
Pony = flandered, _ and Gods Mercie, 
( i»the ground of it) God & full : 
Avifbe ſhould ſay, Thou art full of uncrc ry 
and | am-in calamity, and miferie, at rhis rime : | 
and thatwas an Argument whereby bee ſfreng- 
thened his faith. 
$oagaine, another Arrribure'of Go vis; his 
Glory: when we make the Argurtient thus ; Lerd, 
Thou haſt aneyeto thy Glory, and I aime at thy 
Glory :in ſuch arequeſt, it is aftron Py 
Argumenrwith bim;You know, #ofes prevail 


polluted, what with the Heathen ſay ? And ſince 1 
aime at thy my in it, deny me not. And like- 


— David, they uſe the ſeme Ar- 


109 


with him,whien he ſoughrrthe ſaving of chewhole | 
people of 1ſreet : Lord (ſaith he) rhy Name wil be 


Soagaine, the Grodnrfe of God * Lord, thou art |, Mercy, 


z Glory. 


 gurnent 


4 Po wer. 


2 Clren.14.11- 


2 Chron, 2043+ 


5 Vachange- 
zble neffe. 


| 


| 


| Attribute; whereby we may conceive the ſame 
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gument tO God, ſha#/ che duſt praiſe thee Shall any 
Glorybegiven ro thee in the _ ? ſhallwee be 
able ro doe any thing for thy honor, when we are 
dead?So that the Arguments that are taken from 
Geds Glory,and our aimeat his Glory,is another 


meanes to ſtrengthen our faith, | 
Moreover, the Power of G 0D, that is athother 


Argument, ( as I ſaid before ) when wee goe to 
Gee and expreſle our weakenefle,and his Power”: 
Lo x o weare weake,we areable todoenothing,; 
Lord,thou art Almightyhou mad'ſt Heaven and | 
Earth; it is a ſtrong Argument co prevaile with 
| bim, So,we ſce, Aſs prevailed with God, 2.Chrox, 
| 14. Oh Lord (faith be) it « al onewith theres helpe | 
| nith many, or few, andme reft upen thee, As if bee 
ſhould ſay : Wee are exceeding few,wee are ex- 
ceeding weake, wee are able to doe nothing ,, but 
thou artable todo itwith a few,as well as with a 

reat multitude :-there hee puts them together. 

nd the like wee have of Tchoſaphat : Lord we have 
no firength to fland before our enemies, but our eyes are 
ro thee, As if he ſhould ſay; Thou haſt ſtrength & 
| power enough,thou art able ro doe it though we 
|are unable, This is another Argument raken from 
the Power of God, 

Againe,the Yachangeableneffe of God, When 
| one comes tothe Lon», and ſhall ſay tohim: 
'Tord, thou haft done thus and thus in former 
| times for thy ſervants, Lord, thou haſt done thus 
' and thus for me,in another caſe; and rhou art un- 
| changcable,thou artthe ſame God : this isa great 

meanes 


__— 
— 


| 
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| 


| 


meages toſtrchgrbernoor faith!” \ Av you kriow, 
is is in your Law-ſaits, | when you have a preſi- 
dent, it addes ſtrewgth ro the cauſe, fo when wee 
have preſidents for this, it will adde ſtrength to 
us, & thatfirength is rakem from Gods unchange- 
ablcnefſe -: if wee put them togerher,Cord;thou 
artunchangeable,Zord,rhou haſt done it to other 
men in the like caſe; thou haſt done it rome alſo 


inthe likecaſe : Iris a ſtrong Argument, and an 
Argument that David uſeth ;- youſee how hee is / 
fayedup by'it, Fſal.2 2.4. dur fathers rrufed 
in thee, andwere doliuered , they truſted in thee, and 
were nos confounded. As if hee ſhould ſay; Lord, thou 
art unchangeable,thau heardeſt them inthe ſame 
caſewhen they truſted in theeynow; it is my caſe, 
and therfareE beſcechthes- to helpte mecin my 
diſtreſle...” © £ dre 
Againe, the faithfulneſſe of Ged,the fidelity of 
God , that is another of his Attributes: and when 
wee- make our Argument thus ,- Lord, thou arr 
faithfull, and i inchee;-itisa ftrong Arga- 
merit , for = know;it is an Argument that pre- 
vailes much with men ; a man is ready to ſay,hee 
truſts me,] muſt not deceive him:Much more the 
Loxs keepes. Covenant, and Mercy forever, 
When wee come, and uſe this to him, Loyd, thou 
art faithfall,choubaft ſaid , rhouwiltkeepe Co- 
venant and Mercy forever jthou cant not dos o- 


therwiſe, it is thy natare;thon canſtnot deny th 
ſelfe,and Ireſt on thee, I depend 
acaſe , t-cannor bee the Lord (hould 'faile us - 
IE a tnan will oat faile one that truſts in bim ; 


LS 


__ certainly 


Simile. 


Pſal.32 4+ 


'ON thee; inſuc Þ 
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certainely the Lerdwill not: and that is an Argu- 
ment that is uſed oft, Thou never faileſt rhem 
that eruſt thee. 

Then, beſides the abſolute Artribates of God, 
conſder his relativeAttributes;be is a Facher,and 
a Mafter : Itis a ſtrong Argument that is taken 
from theſe, Ifwee goc to the Lord, and ſay,Lord, 
thou art a Father, thou art a Maſter, thou art an 
Husband; Whither ſhould the Children go, but 
to their Father > Whirher ſhould che Wite goe, 
but to her Husband > Whither ſhould the Ser- 
vants goc,but to their Maſter,to their Lord 7 Lord, 
thou haſt commanded us to —_ for our own, 
and, He 1 worſe than an Infidel,that provides not for bis 
owne Lord, wee belong to thee, wee are thine. 
Wee ſee, David uſeth this Argument, That God 
had made him, You have itoft inthe P ſalmes, That 
G a v had made him, not onely his Creature,bur 
had made bim againe, hee was his Servant, 7 am | 
thy Servant + Hee vuſerh oft this Relative, That 
Gon wasbi Gov,and thathcewas G oo s ſer- 
U4#t, one that did be tohim,and that did de- 
pend upon him. And ſurely (my Beloved) de- 
pendance, and ſeeking to God, is a great meanes 
towin him to us. When wee ſce another d 
upon ug; and lookes after no body elſe, that is an 
effeftuall motive with men : the ſame is as preya- 
lent with Gov; and therefore may ſtrengthen 
our faith, Now, when I ſay theſe Arguments 


Argamentsin | preyaile with G 0D, the meaning is indeed, that 


| they preyaile with us, they ftrengtben our faith, 
they enable us tobeleeve, that Gov is _ ro 
nor od 


—— 


— 


— 
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helpe us, and when wee beleeve ir, and truſt up- 
on him, then indeed Go v is ready to ſecond 
{it , becauſe thenweeare prepared, wee can then 
| put up our defires inthe _ of faith, other- 
wiſe they are put up with doubting, and that 
| makes them unacceptableto Gov, and uneffe. 
| uall. And;now as I have ſhewed you the way, 
ſolikewiſc ina word, we will ſhew you whenwe 
doe pray in taith (for that is a thing that is very 
uſefal)you (hal know it by this(for I adde that, 
becauſcl fee the Scripture requires it, as fuch a 
maine condition, without which a man cannot 
be accepted, Be it done to thee according to thy faith, 
itis every where inculcated)you ſhall knoxy ir;l 
fay,by the quietneſſe of your mind , and your ſe- 
 curity, When a man calls upoa Gov, and his 
| mind is quietin it, it isa figne that he belceves, 
and truſts in him , itisa praier of faith, Hannah, 
you know , in that-caſe, looked no more ſad, be- 
cauſe ſhe truſted in God, thee beleeved the thing 
| ſhould be done and reſted therein:and therefore 
if you finde ſolicitude and perplexity in your 


, mind,itis a ſigne that your praierswant ſo much | 


faith; for if you did reſt upon God, you would be 
quiet,and ſecure in him, 

Secondly, if you doe beleeve , you will conti- 
nue 1n prayer, You know, it was an arzument of 
the faith of the woman of Canaan,that ſhe conti- 
nued, that ſhe would rake nodeniall;though the 


_ _— _——_——— — 


| 


/ 
| 


| 


Lord did not grant her requeſt,bur put her off, yer | 


| ſheheld our:& what was therea(o of irzbecauſe 


ſhe belcevd that he was the ſon of David,thar he | 


| NY 
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| 


How we may 
know that we 
pray in faith. * 


By the quict- 
neſſe of the 
mind after, 


2 
By conting- 


ancc in praier, 


Was: oe —— 


. 
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was mercifull, and that hee would heare in the 
end, -So that continuance in prayer is an argu- 
ment we doe beleeve the Lord, As a man that be. 
leeves ſuch a man is within the houſe whom he 
defires ro ſpeake with,is content towait long for 
him : Or he, that hath a ſuit, and knowes that he 
ſhall bave anend of it at ſuch a time, hee will ne. 
ver give over till it bee effected: So itis inthis 
caſe,if we beleeve,we will be content to wait, He 
that beleeves will not make haſte , becauſe hee truſts 
in Gop,and depends upon him, 

Laſtly, a diligent uſe of thoſe meanes that God 
hath preſcribed, and no other, is a great argu- 
ment that our prayer is with faith, And thus we 
have ſhewed you the two _ that are requi- 


red in prayer; firſt, thar the perſon muſt be righ- 
teous,and within the Covenant, ſecondly, that 
there muſt beea beleeving in God: as alſo how 
this faith is wrought, borh in his providence, 
and in his promiſes, and likewiſe how 
we ſhall know,wherher our pray- 
ers be the prayers of faith, 
Or no. 
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| SERMON. 


1 Tuns 3. 5.17. 


Pray continually. 


emanHE next condition required in 
ON hc prayer is fervency ; you know the 
Wa place, The prayer of the righteom 4- 
SEL Vailech much , if it bee fervent, The 
Lord requires this qualification in 
prayer, becauſe it puts the heart into a holy 
and fpirituall diſpoſition: for it is not ſimply 
; the making of the requeſt, that Ged lookes for at 
| our hands,bur ſuch a working upon our hearts by 
prayer, ſuch a bringing of them to a good frame 
of grace, by that duty, that thereby we are non 
| I 2 t 


} 


Why Ged re 
quires ferven» 
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| fittedto receivethe mezcy, thar before we were 
| not, Whena man is fervent in prayer,it ſets all 
| thewhceles of his ſoul the rightway,it puts rhe 
| heart into a holy and ſpirituall diſpokitioa and 
| temaper;{6 that the Lord ſees itnow fit ro beſtow 
| mercy upon ſuch a man,that before was unfit,by 
| reaſon of his un:ovyardnefſe,and ſtubbornnes of 
' heart,by reaſon of that uncleane and unholy dif- 


poſitionghat be ſaw in him. And.rhercfore hee 


very fenercy of prayer it ſelfe is reſpeed,bur 
| becauſe by vertue of that fervency the heart is 


requeſt, like therequeſt of rhepatiEx to the Phy- 
ſician,it may bethe Phyſiciandenies long when 
the Patient askes things that are picaſant and a- 
greeable to him, not becauſe he 1s unwilling to 
give the, but becauſe his body muſt be broughe 
into another temper,he muſt take a vomit, or a 
urge,yhich perhaps is grievous tothe Patient z 
be chis muſt be done before he be fir to receive 
ſuch cordials : fo the Lord deales with his ſer- 
vants; though he be willing to beſtow ſuch mer- 
cies on them, yet,becauſc they are not fitted, he 
requires continuance in prayer, and fervency in 
if, Thereforegve ſay, in prayer all the graces of 
Gods Spiritare ſet on worke, & the more fervent 
the prayer is, the more they are intended, the 
more theyare atted,the more they are increaſed; 
and therefore the Lord is moved by this ferven- 
cy,to beſtow a mercy on us, that otherwiſe hee 

would not doe. 
Bur 


. 
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will havepraicr fervent;not ſo much becauſe the | 


| made better ;- when aman comes to God with a | 


| 


| 
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"Tis Parr dy Bara 

"BI chequeſtion is, whar this ferven- 

cieis, bn 
You thall find it uſually expreſſed in the Scrip- 


- 


tures by ſach metaphors as theſe, Crying to zhe 


| Lord, wreſlling with the Lord, firiving with bim, | (arvens. 


and giving himno reſt : wherein theſe two things 
are to be marked: | 
| Firſt, a manis ſaid then to be fervent,when he 
puts all his ſtrength co prayer, when hee is very 
\catneſt, and importunate with the Lord, when 
| hee ftrives and contends-with him, though he 
find many difficulties,and impediments, yet hee 
 breakes through all; this is to be fervent in pray- 
|er,tobe jimportunate with. the Lord, For exam- 
| ple, whena man comes to pra , hee findes. many 
drſcouragements,and bimſelte (perhaps) guilty 
| of many | oma, he findes little bolinefle, hee 
hath bur feeble faith to his owne ſeaſe,and much 
| deadneſle of ſpirit, yet he continues,inſtane not- 
| withſtanding ; nay, further hee doth nor onely 
find theſe impediments in himſelfe, but hee 
finds the Lord exceeding backward tothe thing, 
either giving no anſwere, turning the deafe care 
to him, or (it may be) giving a contrary aaſwere, 
as tothe woman of Canaan, But to give you a par- 
ticular example ; when a man comes to pray for 
healrh,it may be his ſicknes increaſeth upoa him 
more,when he prayes to overcome ſuch a luſt or 
temptation, it may be, it is doubled upon him ; 
[when hee prayes for ſuch a deliverance, it may 
be, the oppreſſion growes mare and mare, as it 
| was with the Iſraelites, op they ſought for de- 
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When a man 
is laid ro bee 


þ 
When we pur 
ro all our 
ftrengrh not - 
vickileatiag 
difficulries. 


Mal.rt, 
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| Lout ker vencys 


Cautions as 


[ liveranceour of Zgypt;rhe oppreſſion grew grea- 


| bur continuall knocking,when a man is not only 


rer : now to bold our ey metngnt 4a, and 
rocontinue in praier,and toout-wraſtle God in it, 
though he ſeeme backeward ro the requeſt ; this 
is to be fervent in prayer. 

Secondiy,fervency is not onely lond praying, 


imporrunate with the Lord, but hee continues 
long, hee will not give over, till be have gotthe 
blefing., You know, /acobs fervency was ſeene. in 
__ that he continued all night, Hewreftled with 
the Lord. What was the reafon that hee wreſtled? 
He would not let him oe, till hee had gos the oleſſng 
rill he bad 9brained rhe thing he ſought for, Sol 
ſay,thisearneſtneſſe, & continuance in praier,the 
breaking thorow all difficulties, this is towreſtle 


with the Lord:for all wreſtling and ſtriving ( you 
|know Yfappoſerh ſome oppoſition on the other 
| part. Thdeed; if;there were no oppoſition, it were 
| # {mall rhing; bur, Ifay, when the Lord is moſt 
| backward, when the thing is moſt improbable, 
when there is much difficulty, ſorhat you know 
notliow it ſhould be brought to paſſe, yet if you 
continue ſtriving, and give the Lord no reſt, as 
thovgh you would never give over, this is feryen- 
cy in prayer,andthis is a condition that the Lord 
requires:bor here two Cavrions muſt be remem- 
bred; that we miſtake not this fervency. 

Firſt (remember ) ſervency, if it be right, it 
muſt be a fruit of faith : ſor there is a fervency 
that comes not from faith, but from a natural] 
ſence ofwant, when aman is indeed as a ſwine 


, 
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| a hope of mercy, a ground 
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| |bec healed of their diſcaſes , ſome to have devils 


ER MA 


The Saints 


daily Bxertiſe. | « T—_— 


p —_—— 


that is pinched, which-you know, will cry excee-| * © | 
ding loud, not becauſe it lookes far belp, bur be-| - + 
ml it is pinched: ſo any other creature, or a mi 
naturally will uſe importunicy, when he wants a- 

ny thing,and will beearneſt in his requeſtsqſuch 

fervency the Lend regards nor,becauſe there isno 

more but a meere exprefiion of naturall deſires, | 
therejs no-holigeſle in it, there i3 no fire of the 

Spirit, burwhenthis iz added to-ic, that there is CR 
not onely a ſence of the thing -Arqy 


wee want, but alſo (;. 
£0 beleeve that I ſhall | 

baye the thing granced, and out of this graund 1 | 
amearneſt and im te ; now carneftneſle js 
a fruitof faith. When Icſus Chriſt lived upon 
carth, when men came and cryed carveſtly unto 
him and were exceeding importunate , ſome to | 


caſt out,&c, we ſee his anſwerewas ſtill rothem, 
Be it tothee ( bow > ) not according to their im- 
rtunity and fervency, bur according to their 
Fich :as if hee ſhould ſay, I heed nor, I regard | 
notall this clamour and earneſtneſſe, if they bee | 
onely expreſſions of ſuch wants, ifthey be onely | 
inthe ſenſe of ſuch need, and no more; but if 
they, proceed, from faith, and that faith ſet yau | 
an worke to call, upon mee, Bee is ung thee ac core | Whencefer- | 
ding to that, For indecd, thele two things make, ©? wa_ 
up fervency in prayer ; ſenſe of need, and hope of 
mercy; when a man bath faith,aud hope to iy- | 
his. ferveney,, and it ariſcth. from thar | 
as well as out of the other ( not that I | (j 
exclude the other, for it ; a very great helpe,and | | 
4 thar| + 
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tharwhich puts ticks on the fire (as ir were) to 
make our fervency the more) 1 ſay, from ſenſe of 
ourneced, whenwe conſider ſeriouſly whatwant 
wee have, and then adde'this hope,'and* Faith, 
'whartheſe two ſhall fet you onworke, this fer. 
vency is a fruitof faith. Andthisis one Caution 
thar muſt beremembred.” -- 
Another Cantion ts this; that your fe 
be joyned- with Encerity; fora mati may be fer. 
vent're obtaine ſuch and ſuch bleſſings, as hee 
thay beg at'Govs hand very-carneſtly, hee ma 
avke credit. He may avke ro have guidance inſuc 
a birfineſſe he may aske wifedbme to bring ſuch 
an coterpriſe ro paſſe, hee imay aske health, and 
invuance of 1tfe;,bur ro what end > if itbe that 
he may beſtow ir upon bis luſts, ifir be thar hee 
may live more delicioufly, that he may be ſome 
body more in the world, that hee may have oar- 
ward conveniences, ſuch as his fleſh defires, if 
this be all, here this fervency is nor regarded; 
not that theſe things are excluded, for the Lord 
gives us leave to ſeeke our owne comforts, and 
you may be earneſt, and importanate, even for 
the comfort it'ſclfe ; but yer all rheſe ifthey bee 
nor capabievf2 further uſe, if tharb&hor inten- 
ded, bur the abuſe of chem, and art intent to'ufe 
thetn ariother way, the Loxy heeds irnor, it is 


notrue fervency: And therefore ii Zem,12.11, 


it stheethortation'ofthe Apoſtle, Br ferbevr in 
ſpirit, ſerving the Lord; wFhon' wee many times (it 
aybee) are fervent in ſpirit, ſerving our ſelves, 
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weare fervent to aske ſuch and fuch requeſts,our | 
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ofends of our owne, as when a man deſires able 
gifts, bigh gifts, to get glory, and to ger wealth 
to himſelfe,and not to ſerve his Maſter,this is to 
aske the talenr,nor for his maſters uſe,bur for his 
owne z doe you thinke the Lord will heare ſuch | 

rayers can you expe it at his hands? You | , 
Fall ſce the contrary prac in the Saints ; Kew 
when they were carneſt with the Lord for any | Sino hare u 
| thing, —_ expreſle that ro him, and ſay, CD N 
Lono, wee deſire not this for our ſelves, but for | 
thy glory, that we nuay aſe it for ſome good pur- | 
poſe, &c. David, when heewas carneſt for life, | 
when he was 11) ſickenefle, and doubted of his re- ' 
| covery, what argument doth he uſe > Lord, ſaith | 
| bee, Shale thou have glory in the grave > As if hee | 
| ſhould ſay,ifrhou give me life, | will give it thee 
| againe, I will improve it, and husband it to thy 
| aroma not to mine owne. And fo Har 
| xs, when ſhe was carneſt for a ſonne; ſhee makes 
| this promiſe to the Lord, that he ſhallbe for him 
| and his advanrage,ſhe would dedicare him to his ' 
| uſe, and conſecrate him to his ſervice. So 1acob, 
| when hee was earneſt with the Lord to give him 

meat, drinke, and cloathes, &c. Loo, faith he, 
If thow doe, I will give the temth part to thee againe. 
I ſay, when the heart is thus diſpoſed in our fer- | 
vency, in our importunity, when wee askeany | 
thing at the Lords hands,that our conſcience tels | 
us within, that if wee had it, wee would beſtow | 
itopon the Lox>, wee would norabuſe ir; wee | 
would not ſpend iron our luſts, ir ſhould notbe | 
to ſerve our ſelves, but to ferve the Lox ny | 
ll 
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| all, then our fervency is rightly ordered, 


The next condition required, is humility; « 
| James 4, The Lord. gives grace 60 the humble; And 
| 2 Chron, 7, 14. If my people humble themſelves, and 
call upon my Name, then will [ heare in heaven, and 
' grant their requeſis. And throughout the Scrip- 
| rure you ſce,that rhis is a condition that the Lord 
| puts in every where ; Hee hath a reſpeR tothe low e. 
| flare, Iſay 66.2. ſaith the Lord, 4 theſe things have 
myhands made, looking upon all the creatures, the 
| whole frame of chem, they are all good, and I 
have reſpe& untotbem , bur, ſaith hee, I regard 

not all theſe in compariſon of an humble beart, 
To him will 1 looke that ts of an humble and contrite 
ſpirit : when the Lord lookes upon our prayers, if: 
they come not from a broken bearr, they want 
that condition that he looks for : forhegives grace 
| tothehuwble, that is, ro ſucha man as is little in 
| his owne eyes, and therefore fit to beexalted, fir 
| tO receivea mercy at Gods hands, 
| Youknom, it isarulethat the Lord keeps; for 
' ſuch as are bumble and low, ſuch heexalts; and 
' thoſe that exaltrhemſelves he puls downe, Now 
 whena man is little in bis owne eyes, that par- 
vity, that ſenſe of his owne unworthineſſe is a 
prevailing argument with bim ; and therefore 
Gen 32. lacob uſeth that Argument, when hee 
comes to put up his petition, to bencetivongsl 
from Eſau ; Lord, 1 am leffe then all thy mercies ; that 
?s.take any one of thy mercies, the keaſt, and pur 
 inone end of the balance, and put me inthe other, 
'and I am lefſe thanirzand lighter than it, take ” 
rac 
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the worth that is in me, iris not beauy enough 
for the leaſt mercy. Now, when kee was thus; 
humbled, and little, and vile in bis owne eyes, 
the Lord beſtowed that mercy on him, bee was 
now fit to receive it. So Datid, when the Lord 
ſends him word by Nathan, that hee would bui/d 


| | | 


be | 


te | 


| 
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him 4 beuſe for ever ( you ſee how hee expreſſed 
himſelfe) Hee went into the houſe of the Lord, and | 
ſate before him, and ſaid, Lord, nhat am I, and what | 
is wy fathers houſe 2- As if hee ſhould ſay, I was ta- | 
ken out of the duſt, I was one of the meaneſt men | 
of Iſrael, and a manofno account, ofno worth, | 
and yet thou haſt had reſpet unto me thus farre, | 
not onely to make me King over thy people;bur | 
tobuild my Kingdome, and my houſe, to make | 
meaconſtant houſe forever, I ſay, this ſenſe of | 
our owne umworthineſſe, makes us more fit to | 
receive the mercy, to bee exalted by receiving | 
ſuch a requeſt, as wee pur up to the Lord , and 
therefore hee regards-the prayer of the hum- | 
ble, 

Moreover, God gives grace to thehumble, that is, 
he ſhewes favour to them, when they come and 


 aske any thing at his hands, becauſe an humble 


man will be ready to doe whatſoever hee will, ir 


is an expreflion of Pavid, in Afr 13. 22, Hee |, 
mill doe whatſoever 7 will + that may bee ſaid of | 


cvery humble man, be is exceeding pliable to the 
Lords will, bee is ready to doe whatſoever hee 
knowes to bee his pleaſure, he reſiſts him in no- 
thing. Now, when a man will do whatſoever 
Ged will, the Lord will be ready to doe whatfoe- 

ver 
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ver beewill; hewill be ready to lay to him as he 
did to the Cancanice, Oh women, bee 1t t0 thee a 
thou 'wils, When aman on the otherfide, reſiſts 
\theLox op ( as 'man doth, faith the 
| text) the Lord refifts him,the Lord refiſts the proud, 
' and gives grace tothe humble. Arciiſting ſpirit cau- 
| ſeth the Lordtoreſiſt our prayers ; and therefore 
it is,that the Lord is ready to the bumble man, 
beeauſe he yeelds to the Lord inall things , and 
when a man yeelds to the Lord ( take that fora 
rule)in obeying Gods commandements, God will 
yeeld to us in granting our petitions, 

Beſides, when the heart 1s humbled, and bro- 
ken,and contrite, it is an acceptable ſacrifice to 
the Lord,which winnes it at his hands : he ſmells 
a ſweet ſavour from fuch a ſacrifice above all o- 
ther ; yea, it is that which ſers a high price upon 
| every ſacrifice that wee offer; the beſt prayers, 
; the beſtworkes, that proceed ,not from an hum- 
; ble heart, he regards {we not : as Pſal. 51. Lord, 
| faith David, if Toffer ſacrifice, thou wilt not regard 
' it, bur the ſacrifice of 8 contrite, and humble ſpirit, 
; thoſe thou regardeſt, and thoſe ſacrifices that 
| proceed from it. Whenwe come to make a pe- 
| tition tothe Lord ( it was the manner in the old 
law not tocomeempry-handed) a proud perſon 
comes empty-handed, bur an humble perſon 
comes with a ſacrifice, and the beft ſacrifice, be- 
cauſe he ſacrificeth himſelfe, and his ownewill, 
that is, heempries himſelfe of himſelfe,he opens 
adoore tothe Lerd,tocome, and dwell in him, 
whena proud manbarres him out ; ſuch a _ 

ce 
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queſts, and therefore the Lord hearkens to it, 
Laſtly, the Lord is ready to heare thoſe that 
are bumble, becauſe wharſoever they receive, 
they take it as of grace, and not as debt:whereas 
a proud man, a man that hath a $20d COnceit of 
himſelfe,a man that is lift up in his o:yne opini- 
on,thinkes it tobe due,hethinkes there is Live 


the Publicane went away juified rather thanke. \ hy 
ſozBecauſe the Publicen thought bimſclfe wor- 
thy af nothing. And therfore Ezet.36.3r.when 
the Lord promiſerh thoſe great mercies to his 
people, he requires this condition of thery, thar 
they ſhould acknonledge themſelves worthy to be de. 
froyed. When a man hath aſenſe of his owne 
unworthineſfe, and ſocomes to the Lord, and 
askes it as of meere grace and mercy, that is a 
great motive th prevaile with him: for be is very 
carefall of that, You know in.Dewe.8.11.,. how 
wary the Lord was ingiving thisrule to them , 
Take heed when thou commeſt into that good Land , 
thiske not to ſay with thy ſelfe,the Lord hath done this 
for my owne righteouſneſſe. Ne,ſaith he, 7 bave not 
done it for that , but for my Covenant which made 
with Abraham, 1ſaac and lacob:that is,for my owne 
narve ſake,for my mercies ſake, for the covenant 
thar I confirmed with them, that is,the covenanc 
in Teſus Chriſt,therefore I have dove ir,and nor 
for your owne righteouſnes.Sothe you lee, _ 
this 


fice the Lord is well pleaied with, and ſuch a ſa- 
crifice ſpeakes for one,it makes a way for his re- | 


4 
They receive 
all as of free 


grace, 


correſpondence between his workes, & the wa- | 
ges, You know what is ſaid of the Phariſee, that | 
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this is a condition the Lord will have obſerved in 
our calling upon him, that our hearts be hum- 
bled,that a man be little, and vile in his own cies, 
that he come with a broken, and contrite heart, 
pliable to him inall things, ready to obey him ; 
when the heart is ſo difpoſed, he gives gract,that 
is he ſhewes favour, hee is ready to grant our re- 
queſts. 


| p_ Therefore to ſanAific the Lord in our 


The next conditionrequired in prayer, is, that 
wee ſanFifie the Lord, in our hearts, You know 
when Nadab and Abih» drew neere unto him 
with a common fire ( when they ſhould have 
brought ſuch fire as came from heaven, holy fire) 
the Lord deſtroyed them: and hee gives this rea- 
ſon, For 1 will be ſanRlified in thoſe that draw neere to 
we, Vhen wee come to call upon the Lord, wee 
know, then wee come neere tohim , and in ſuch 
drawing neere, wee muſt ſanifie him in our 
hearts,that is,wee muſt conceive him to be, as he 
is, moſt holy. Now ifthe Lord be moſt holy, if 
he thatis uncleane,and impure,and unholy, ſhall 
come neere him, he ſan@ifies not the Lord God, 
(that is) he comes not tohim as to a moſt holy 
God, buthe lookes upon bim,as if hewere a com- 
mon perſon. And therfore whenſoever they came 
to offer a ſacrifice, in the old Law, they were firſt 


purified ; ifany man were uncleane, and ſhould 


offer a ſacrifice, hee was to bee cut off from his 


earts, is tocome with holy bearts, as in 1 71m. 


| 


2.8, It is the charge that the A uf my 
there, Lift up your hands without wrath or Fing 
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lift up your hearrs, and innocent hands, withour 
wrath or doubting. 

Bur you will ſay, what is this holineſle ? | Queſt, 
Beloved, it is nothing bur « ſequeſtring, or ſepa- | Avſw. 
rating any thing from a common uſe, and appropriating Holines whar. 
it to God alone; that is bolinefle, You know,what- | 
ſoever was _—_ the Lord, inthe Temple, or 
otherwiſe, whether ir were holy veſſels, or 


holy men, as the Prieſts, it was ſeparated from | 1 
all ocher uſes, and made peculiar to him, and to — 


his ſervice, Now the heart of a man is holy | <-... 
then, when it is withdrawne from all things elle, | 

and peculiar to the Lordalone. As a chaike wife 
is to her husband, whoſe affeRtions are beſtow- | 
ed vpon him, and no other perſon elſe; ſowhen | 

the a isrothe Lord alone, whenall the affe- 
ions arc intent vpon him, and beſtowed upon 
him,and upon none elſe, this is to have the heart 
boly to him. So that now hee that will have an 
eye upon credit, upon vaine-glory, upon wealth, 
upon his luſts, upon any thing beſides the Lord, 
whereto the heart is wedded, ſo that he beſtowes 
any part of that conjugal affe&i5 upon it,which 
ſhould bewholly the Lords, this man is an unho- | An unholy 
ly man, his heart is not boly : for ir is not ſeque- | *** —_— 
ftred from other things, and conſecrated ni 
alone : for that onely 15 to be holy. | 
And as the heart muſt bee holy, ſomuſt the. 2 
prayerbe holy. When a man prayes tothe Lord | The prayer 
with reſpe&t unto him, and hath an eye upon 
him,and nothing elſe comes into rake away part 
of this prayer ; if by-reſpeR, and worldly, Go 
Ca 


: 


ee er o_ 
——— OY — 


Hs 


— 


<9 ar uromme ol * 


128 


| 


| 
Heb,1t0cs. 
cticuler fins 


\muſt be repen- 
cd of. 


| 


' 
[ 


mm 4 A_ = 


_—_ - 


| prayers, they make your prayers profane and 
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-arcunholy.So that is the holinesthen inſecking 


| wiſe whena man prayes, ſo that his ſoule is in- 


| 1t there beany finfull luſt yer living in him,that 
| is unmortified in him, which is not waſhed a- 
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carnall thoughts come in,and ſer you on work to 
pray,now theſe haue a porti6 & intereſt in your 


—_— 
— 
_— —_ 


common,they arenot peculiar to the Lord,they 


the Lord,yhen wee are knit,and wedded to him, 
when one takes this reſolution to himſelfe,lam | 
the Lords ſervant,and him will I ſerve, Iam not | 
the ſervant of man,nor ofany creature, | am mar- 
ricd tothe Lord, and his will I be alone, I will | 
withdraw my heart from all things elſe. So like- | 


rent upon the Lord, and = nothing beſides, 
when the whole ftreame of his affe ions are ca- 
ried rohim, this is to ſeeke to him inholineſſe, | 
this is to ſanifie the Lord in our hearts. | 
And laſtly,ifthere be any conſcience of ſinne | 
(that phraſe I findeuſed in Heb,ro.) that is, if 
{tbere be any evil conſcience, if a man be conſci- 
ous tohimſelfe of any ſin that is unrepented of, 
ſvrchaman cannot _ makes him unkoly: 


way, ſucha man is unholy: yea, my Beloved, 


; the Saints themſelves , when they (inne againſt | 


| Ged, as you heard heretofore, they are ſuſpen- 
| ded from the Covenant, though they be within 


« — — 


| ceiving the benefir by ir, which orherwiſe they 


; touched any uncleane thing , hee remained un- 


the Cocenant, yer they are ſuſpended from re- | 


might have : till thar finne be waſhed away,they 
are not holy, A Prieſt,or one that was holy, if he | 


holy | | 
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boly, til] he was waſhed, though otherwiſe hee 
were holy habitually, wholly dedicated to God; 
ſervice, ſo it may be with thoſe, that are within 
the Covenant ; though thou bea holy man, yer, 
if thou couch pitch, that is, if thy heart be pollu- 
ted with any {1nne, of one kind or other, as long 
| as that remaines, thou artunholy, If thou come 
| now, and ſceke to the Lord, you know what the 


| 1 was in theoid law,ſuch a one was to 
| 


| ſhall finde, this was the conſtane practice 0 

| Saints, when they ſought the Lord, for any 
 Ciall mercy, they began with taking paines with 
their owne hearts, with bambling hea ſelves for 
| their owne finnes, and the finnes of the people : 
| as we know, Daniel, and Ezrs, and David id in| 
| their prayers, but I will not ſtand tocalarge my 
felfe therein, for it is well enough known to ſuch | 
' as are converſant inthe Scriptures : onely ler me | 
exhort every man, when bee commeth with any | 
| requeſt and petition to the Lord, let him firſt ex-| 
| amine his hearr and life diligently, looke backe | 
| toall his former wayes, mats and go through 

' all the particulars; ſee ifthere bee any thing a- 
| miſſe, if there be any tincture of uncleanneſle yet | 
lying upon him, which is not yet waſhed away,if 
| there be any pollution, any defilement of fleſh, 
' er ſpirit; and let him know, that it is but labour | 


| unpreparedneſſe- to draw neere to him, except be | 
| be cleanſed. 
But you will ay, How ſhall wee be cleanſed ' 
K 
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[ anfirete, you are cleanſed by renewi 
repehtance, and ſprinkling the blood of Chrift : 
1 a mat) humbles himſelfe for his finne, and 
| etitrech intba covenant with Ged, nor roreturne, 
unto ir,when hemakes bis beart perfet, and fin- 
cere wirh rhe z»rd in that particular, 

And fecondly, when be ſhall withall beleeve, 
that it is forgiven throagh Chrift, when hee is 
ſprinkled with his blood towaſh it away:though 
| thy finne be great, yet this will makethee pare, | 
| nowthou art waſhed , av it isin 1 Cormth, 6,9, 
| Now 50u ave waſhed , now you ave ſanfiifred, mw you | 
| are juſtified : therefore let no man bee diftoura. 
_w this caſe: for, Iconfeſſe, therets nothing 
thar gives ſuch a check roovr prayers, that gives | 

ſomany ſtabs to them (as it were) thathinders / 
vs in thatrdury, as the conſciouſneſſe of fiome, | 
when a man remembers ſuch znd ſach a finne he 
hath commirted, which doth much diſcourage 
him, ifby the blood of Iefus Chriſt rhey bee nor 
waſhed away. Though a mans fare be very foule, 
yer you know a bafon of cleare water will waſh ir 
clcane,and all the filth is gone ; now the blood 
' of Chriſt is more cffeuall ro rinſe thy con- 
| {c'ence, ard to purge it from dead workes, to 
| rake away, both rhe guilt, and likewiſe the filth 
' andſtaine of fin, than water is to clenſe thy face, 
| andtherefore if thou haft any finne, labour ro be | 
waſhed from ir, that ſo thon majeſt come torhe | 
| Lord, baving rhy heart ſprinkled from an evill 
conſcience, and thy body waſhed in pure water, ' 
[airs Heb,to, 22, Let mdrawneere,Gaith the A-| 
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tle, in «furaxce of faith ; (but how > ) having 8%" 
| —_ ] from an evil conſcience : as it bee 
ſhould ſay,otherwiſe your drawing neere will be 
to no purpoſe, you ſhall but provoke the Lo74 10 
drawing neere, except you be thuy ſprinkled, and 
thus waſhed, and thus purifyed, 

I, but you will fay ro me, if this be required, | Obje#. 
who ſhall be heard in his prayers For who can 
ſay kis beart is pure, and bis hands are innocent ? 
and if this be required, that we muſt lifr up holy 
and pure hearts,or elſe we ſhall not be accepred ; 
what comfort ſhall wee have in calling upon the 
Lord,at any time ? 

To this I anſwere, that to have 4 heart is GR 
not to be free from finne,and from daily failings, ——_—— 
( for ſo indeed none ſhould have a pure heart ) | bear. 
but pareneſſe of heart, holinefle of beart is, tO 
have owr INS from ax evill conſcience, 
and to heve our bodies waſhed with pure water, ( that 
is) tobe purified before the Lord is nothing elſe, 
but to have ſuch an habiruall diſpoſition, which | 
makes a nian ready towalh himſelfe ſtill,chough 
| hee bee ſtill potred with ſinne. Sothar this is | 
the diſpoſition of a holy man , if a- man thar | 
drawes neere to the Lony with a pure heart, 

though hee bee ſtill ſported, and polluted, and 
 defiled, yer hee hath an habituall diſpoſition, 
hee hath a princip'e within, hee hath a new na- | 
turewithin, that is ſtill working out that impu- | 
 rity,and waſhing it away ; though ſti!l he be op-| 
go aſſaulted and rempred,and ſometimes | 
iled, yer ſtill he reſifts it, and fights againſt it, / 
K 2 as 
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as the 1ſraclites had a charge never tO make peace 
with Amalck :ſuch a diſpoſition 1s 1n _—— 
bee never makes peace with any finne ; though 
he be led captive ſometimes by it, yer hee yeelds 

nor to that captivity. This is to have a pure heart 
though his beart bedefiled ſometimes,as a vel- 
ſe!! will be foule, yet hce waſheth, and rinſcrh 
his heart, henever fafers it to continue muddy, 
and uncleane, and ina filthy diſpoſition, but hee 
hath a fountaine, aſpring of grace within, thar- 
will worke out all impurity, as a \pring workes 
out mudde ; hee that thus purifies himſelfe till, 
though the fountaine be muddy, though there 
bee many injetions, wa Space" many 
luſts and ſinnes , yet ifhee be purified himſelfe, 
that hee will ſuffer no ſinne to mingle with his 
heart ( as it were) to reſt there, and to abide, 
and dwell rhere, to lye and continue there, ſuch a 
man hath a pure hearr. We ſay, that is pure, thar 
is full ofitfelfe, and will have no heterogenes, 00! 
other thing mingled with ir, ſuch a thing is pure, 
as pure oyle is nothing elſe but oyle. Now hee 
that bath a pure hearr, is not he that hath ſimply 
nothing elſe, that hath no finne mingled, chat 
hath no drofſe mingled with his wine, but hee 
that ſuffers it not to reſt there; for asoyle and 
water, when you jurable them together ( as you 
know ) when they are ſhaken togerher,they min- 
gle,yet the oyle workes out and purifies it ſelfe, 
it will not ſuffer it ſelfe ro-abide with the water : 
ſoa man that is regenerate, a man that is borne of 
God, hath a ſced remaining in him, though hee 62 
In, 
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lin,yer,ſaich the Apoſtlehe canner ſpraethat is, he 
doth not agree, he doth nor mingle with that fin, 
| itharb-noreſt in his heart, bur he workes it our ; 
ina paſſion when hee is ſhaken (as it were) when 
| beis tranſported, when he is not himſelfe, there 
| may beea mixture, and the fountaine, and the 
' ſpring may be made muddy, yer let him come to 
| bimiclfe, ſtill hee workes irour : and this it is to 
have a pure heart. Sorthara man, a man thus af- 
feted,may come with boldneſſe tothe throne of 
grace, and not be diſcouraged, what though thy 


| 133 | 


{i1ones be many, and very great, and often repea-/ 
 tedzyet if thou find inthyſelfe ſuch a diſpoſition 

of pureneſſe and holinefle, ſtill ro clenſe thy ſelfe, 
though thou be ſtill polluted and defiled, I can 

aſſure thee,thy heart 1s pure,thou maicſt go with 
| confidence to the throne of grace. 


Odjefts 


| Butnow youwill ſay this ro me (for that may 
| beobjeed =—_ ? but may not any carnall man 
ſay as much,be ſins againſt G © v,and comes and 
| askes mercy, he comes and cries for forgiveneſſe 
| and ſaith he will Gnne no more, and yet he ſinnes 
 againe the next day,and adder drunkennefle t0 thirſt 
| that is, his ſinne and his repentance they run in 
' acircle, as drunkenneſſe and thirſt > how ſhall we 
then diſtinguiſh berweene theſe rwo > that puri- 
' fying diſpoſition in the Saints, and thoſe vani- 
| ſing purpoſes that carnall men may have, who 
| notwithſtanding never had experience. of the 
| workeof of that purity of heart thatwee 
| peake of ? 
| Tothis Ianſwere briefly, you (hall know the 
| K3 diffc- 


Avſive 
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Difference be- 


'rweene the 

; godly and 0- 
'thersin talling 
{inro fiane. 


Sinne in a Car- 
nalman grow- 
eth tronger, 
lin a godly 
man wearer, 
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difference by this,a godly man,when he falls in. 
to ſinne, and is defiled with ir, "hee waſheth him- 
ſelfe from day to day; you ſhal find alwaics this, 
thathe gers ground of the fin, ofthe luſt which 
manifeſts it ſelfe in any actual tranſgreſſion, ſtill 
it looſeth by ir,it gathers not ftrength,bur loſerh 
ſtrength:in a carnall man ir is quite contrary, his 
ſinne ill increaſeth, and intends the habit, and 
the luſt growes ftronger and ſtronger, it gets 


round ofhim, and thoſe good things that hee 


| 


| Afslcflen 
| thc habices, 


| 
Queſt. 


A nſw. 
Howſia ina * 


ath, they are more and more worne out, and ſo 
they grow worſe and worſe from day today :and 
that is the property of an evill man, of unregene- 
racy whereſoever, it is apt to grow worſe and 
worſe, and the- more falls they have, the more 
[finne gets ground, and the more they loſe; bur it 
is not ſowith an holy man, the more he falls, the 
[more ſtrength he gathers, he is the more holy by 
it,the more wary, and watchfull over his wayes, 
hee is the more empricd of himſelfe, and drawes 
neerer tothe Lox ov, and. is the more inflamed 
with love of bim, yea he is ſtrengthened in faith, 
and repentance, and incvery grace; {o that here 
the ruſe now bolds not true, that: Ats increaſe 
kibits ; but the contrary, Atis lefien the habits, 
which is aparadox in Pbiloſopby,” but here it 
is {0, £ 
If you aske how this can be? 

I anſwere, in its owne nature everyact intends 
the habit, as well ina godly man; as another 


gocly man is 
weakened by 
bis fall 


| 


man, bur it comes to paſle by accident, as wee 


ſay, becauſe the grace inhim is ſtirred up, by 


thoſe | 


— — 


— — 
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[thoſe foiles, and (lips, thoſe fals and infirmities, 
l 


owhich heis ſubjeR , I ſay, grace is ſtirred up 
in him more and more, and hee receives more vi- 


lour, it is encreaſed more by oppoſition , fo it 

| comes to paſic, that the more the childe of Gd 

falls into finne, the more grace is inrended, Sa- | 
| ran gets leſſe ground as Hezehiah, when bee fell | 
| into pride, the pride of his heart was leſſened | 
| more by it after the at, than it was at thatrime | 
| when he ſhewed his treaſure tothe Ambaſſador | 
| ofthe King of Babel, he knew nor before the pride | 
; of his heart; that ſinne,that fall,did manifeſt his 

| corruption, which he did not fee before: for when 
' the heart is (incere, when ir is pure, wkenthere is | 
| a right principle within, grace is more ſer on | 
; worke torelift finne. So David, when bee had | 
| numbred the people, that made him more hur- | 
ble, and therefore the Lerd ſhewed him more 

| mercy after wards, than ever hee did before, hee | 
| ſhewed him where the Temple ſhould be built, | 
and uſed him in that worke, whereas hee never 
ſhewed him ſuch mercy,and kindneſſe before: (I 
cannot ſtand to exprefle particulars) fo it is with 
all Gods children; their ——_ are never berrer, 
nor ina more holy temper, ina more gracious 
diſpoſition feareful to offend, the after their fals. 
And therefore conſider this, that thou be nor de- 
ceived ; but maiſtdiftinguiſh berweene this fal- 
ling into finne, and waſhing your ſelves, and 
that relapſe to which evill men are ſubjeA ; keep 
that for a rule, that whereſoever there is true 


K 4 _ grace, 


ſed by oppo» 


 gour and ſtrength thereby. As we ſay of true va- yatour increa- 
firion, | 


The heart of 
the Godly beſt 
aſter, 
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Noe, | findes more refiſtance, even as the wind and the 


: 


[(o. new motions, and new anſweres, and puts | 
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| Brace, Rill it Rirres it ſelfe more and more, as it 


' water, and the fire doth , you know, the water 
| when it findes a ſtop,it growes more violent, and 
ſo alſo the winde ; of the ſame nature is grace, 
| where it findes a ſtop, or reſiſtance, it growes 
more ſtrong, and intent. The heathen had a lierle 
limpſe of this truth, when they ſaid of vertue, 
r it growes more freſh and vigorous by being 
wounded; it is true of grace and holineſſe, the 
trueſt vertue, the more it is oppoſed, the more it | 
growes :evenas you ſee in oppoſition in the dif: | 
tes of Schollars, and all kind of contentions in | 
bn any thing elſe, che ſtronger the abje ion | 


is, where there is ability in the parry, it produ-. 


them more to it ; ſotheſe aſſaults and remprart- | 


ons,whenthere is truth of heart within,it drawes | 
out more holineflſe to Ged, and more ſtrength, | 


| it multiplies the grace of Ged within : ſo thar the | 


| 


graces reccive increaſe, and the more they are 
exerciſed, and intended, finnefull luſts decreaſe, 
the minde is more emptied forth, rhe chaffe that | 
is in us,and the drofſe is more winnowed our,and | 
the heart is more clenſed from it, So much ſhall 
ſerve for this, that whoſoever will come tothe | 
Lordin prayer, muſt ſanRifie him in His heart, | 
that is, he muſt come with a holy and with a pure 
beart, Wherewithall we have ſhewed what this 
holineſſe end purenefle is,wherein it conſifts,and 


likewiſe how the objeQion is anſwered, rhar | 
might deceive us. | 
I 
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I muſt addeanother, you ſhall finde in Phil.4. | 5 Condition 
6. whenſoever you come to make your requeſts | *vired in 
to the Lord, this is another condirion that he re- | F1,Jhiae.. 
| quires, to bee cthankefull for the mercies you have | Pbil4.6. 
[received already : 1» af things, faith hee, /er your 
[requeſts bee knowne to the Lord, with rhankeſ-| | 
(giving :as if hee ſhould ſay, Take heed of this, ; 
nan wenges = you come to pur up any petiti- | 
!/ontothe Lord, you forget not the dury of rhank- 
fulneſſe, but ſtill when you'come' to aske any | 
thing that you want, remember that you give 
| thankes for that you have. Beloved,this ith- | 

on muſt not be omitted ; yon fee rhe Lord him- 
ſelfe purs ir in very carefully, Ler your requeſts bee | 
made knowne with prayer, and ſupplication, and with 
thankeſgiving. There is mach reaſonwhy our pe- | 
|fitions and requeſts ſhould 'bee accompanied} 
| with thankeſgiving to the Lord: for is irnoc rea- 
ſon when you come to aske ſomewhar for your | 
{ ſelves, that you ſhould doe that alſo that is ac-! 
| ceptable to God 2 will a man ſerve himſelfe alto- 
| gether ro come meerely to aske the thing hee | 
'wants> Thisa man may doe outof love to him-| 
 ſelfe,out of reſpe& to himſelfe,bur you muſt re-! 
| member to doe ſomething that is pleaſing and | 
' acceptableto the Lord, And therefore you ſhall | | 
; finde in the old Law, whenſoever they had any| ,, _ 
| ſpeciall requeſt to the Lord, they were comman- ; 
ded till to come with peace offrings, thar is, Of- 
ferings, wherein they expreſſed rhankfulnes, you 
ſhal find this cuſtome ſer down in Levie.& other | 
| places, that ſuch a manas came to requeſt any! | 
thing | 


ou eer— —Oo—_ ——_— 
*% 
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thing acthe Lardr hands, might not come empty. 

' handed : and what ſhould be bring with him ? a 

ce offering : what was that ? thankefulneſſe 

or that peace hee had injoyed, that was a peace 

All mercics | Offering,. Forpeact is a generall word, compre- 
reducedto | hending all-kinde of mercies, for what is our 
_ | healrh, bur che peace of our bumours within 2 
| whar is our cheerefulneſle and joy, butthe peace 

| of conſcience within 2 all the comfort wer have 

' inour-nameand ſtate,-it is peace 18 the particu- 

| lar, &c.So1 ſay, whenſocverthou commeſt with 

a petition, forger not tocome with a peace offe- 

| ring, that is;forger not to come with thankeſgi- 

 vinng to the £ord, for that which thou haſt re- 

| ceived doe ſomewhat that is acceprableto him 

| as well-as ſeeke for that which is uſefall for thy 
It wee looke | ſelfe. Beloved, there is much reaſon for ic ; be- 
onely on our | Cauſe, if a man be poring'on his wants (till, if ir 
"cbechings | bein his mind when he comes to call upon God,it 
full | wil indiſpoſe him for ſpiricuall performance, ir 
| will beget murmuring,and ſowreneſſe,& diſcon- 

| tentit will imbirter his ſpirit, but when as a man 

| remembers many mercies that he hath received, 

| when he makes a catalogue of them, and enume- 

rates them, it ſweetens his ſpirit, it makes him 

| more gracious, itaRts thoſe graces that are in 

| him, itdrawes him neererto the Lord, it quic- 

| kens him, it makes him more contented with bis | 

| conditionthathe is in:whereas,0n the other fide, 

| forgetfullneſſe of mercies, whena man is onely 

| intent upon bis petition to have the thing done, 

| hee breaks many times into that ſullennefle of 

| diſpo- 


—__ 


—— 
—— — 
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diſpoſition, that we findinchildren, tharwheo| «;.. 
they cannot haveall that they would,they rhrow 
away that which they baye;.in like no_ it19 
our fault many times, when we come and ſeeke to 
the Lord for any thing that we have noed, wee ate. 
ſo intent upon it,thatwe forget al the mercies we 
have reccived, as if they were nothing : the: Lord 
would not bave it ſo, bat will bave us remember 
what wee receive , that wee may bce' content to 
want, that our hearts may bee brought to pati- | 
ence and contentment , under the croſle, and to 
want what. it ſhall pleaſe bim fora time to deny | 
us, as /ob reaſoneth, ſaith he, 7 heve: received good, | 
| from the Lords hands ( it is his anfwere to his wite) 

and ſhall I not yecerveill # So, ta good man bee 

thankefull ſox mergigs,it willmake bimready ro | 
doe ſo, it will make him content with that pre- | 
ſent want : forhee lookes to that which hee bach | 


had in hand. VVhena man ſaith thus with him- 
ſelfe, thus, and thus much good I haye received | 
at the \4ordr bands ; what . I want fuch a | 
thing, > what chaugh Ibopreſt with fuch an aft- | 
fitionand calamity ? I will be content tebeare 
it.; I ſay, the Lord lookes for this ; expoſtulating 
with him apd;murmuring againſt him, is not ac- 
ceptable,tohim , but a mecke manner ofasking ; 
things athis hands, when a man ſo askes, that 
withall he.is content to bee denied, if his good | 
pleaſure be ſo,this he accepts. Now,thankfulnes |T1,. cy1c of 
for mercy,makes us ready to be ſo affeed, to be | ſome good re- 
willing to be denied, to be content to reſigne our ( peel 


felres ro the Lord, and therefore hee will have. rent © want. 
thanke- 


—————_— 


5.Condition 
required in 
rayer,is to 
a in the 
name of the 
Lord lelus 
Chriſt, 
lame! 4. 
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thankefullneſſe ro goe with it, whenfoever wee 
come toaske any thing at his hands. Looketo 
irchen, that whenſoever you come to-ſeeke the 
| Lord,you be thankefull for the mercies you bave 
| had, remember them, for it is a great meanes to 
 prevaile inour requeſts. Thanktullneſle is (as it 
| were ) the incenſe that perfumes your petirions, | 
that makes them acceptable, and prevalent with ; 
the Lord, ſo much rhe ſooner : Prayer goes up 
, without incenſe, when wee offer up our petitions 
without thankfulneſſe,becauſe that is a ſacrifice, 
as you know it is called the calves of our lippes, and 
| . . 
ever when you joyne thankefulneſle with your 
petitions, it is like a ſacrifice mingled with ir, 
that helps to prevaile with you. 

The next condirion1s, and it muſt nor be for-| 
gotten of all thereſt, that wee come to the Lore, | 
is the name of Teſw Chriſt, This isathing com- 
monly knowne, youwill ſay, who knowes nor 
that except wee come in the name of Chriff, no 
petition can be acceptable > Beloved, Ifay to 
you in that caſe, as the Apoſtle [/ames ſpeakes, 
Tam 4.where hee gives this rule, chat wee ſhould 
ſay, If the Lord will, nee will dee ſuch and ſuch s thing 
to morrow, &c, And when the anſwere would bee 
ready, Who knowes not this, ſaith hee, if you 
| know the will of the Loxy, and dee it not, your 
Judgement ſball be greater , ſo I ſay, if any doe 

not praQiſe this (and it isa thing wee are excee- 
ding ready to forget, or weeare ready to doe it 
ina formall, and in a cuſtomary manner, but ro 


| 


doe it in gacd carneft, as wee ought to doe it, 
therein | 


_ 


— _— 


—— 
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therein commonly wee come ſhort) you know 
how great a finne 1twas, in the old law, tooffer 


if any manbrought bis ſacrifice, though it were 
the beſt Sacrifice and the ctoiceſt, yer, ſaith the 
Text, if bee did not bring it to the Prieſt, and to the 
Altar, but ſlay bu ſacrifice elſe-where, mithout 
Priefl,, fach a manwas guilty of blood, and was to bee 
Cut his people : that is, hee was to bee cur | 
off by the Prieſt, by excommunication, and | 
after by the civill Magiſtrate. You knowy, it | 
was YVzziahs fault to offer incenſe, when it was | 
_ to the Prieſt onely todoeir. The ſame 
inne wee commit when wee come to the Lord, 
and thinke, becauſe wee have repented, and } 
prayed fervently a little while, and our hearts 
and ſpirits are ina good diſpoſition, and becauſe 

wee know-no ſinne of which wee are conſci- 

ous , therefore wee conclude that wee ſhall 

be heard. Iris true, the Lord requires theſe qua- 
lifcations in the party , when prayes Jon 
take heed of thinking to bee heard for this, this 


is to offer withour a Prieſt. You muſt come 


am unworthy, I have nothing inmee, why thou | 
ſhouldeſt regard me, it cannot bee, that cirher | 
I, ormy prayers ſhould be acceprable, bur I be- 
ſeech thee, take them at the hands of Canter | 
our High Prieff, hee that is entred into the vaile, he 
that takes the Prayers of the Saints, and mingles 
thew with ſweet odours ; when a man can _ 

OC | 


without a Prieſt ; in the 17.0f Levitiew itis faid,| ,,z.s. 


thus to the Lox», and ſay thus unto him, How we ought 
Lon, I confefſe (notwithſtanding all this) I om ® 


mm 


EE a nn eee "cs 


_——— O— — — ——— 
_ -- 
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phah of ine flower (a very ſmall thing) 


|Whence 1 obſerve this, that it is not the good- 


'an Epha of fine Flowre, which was exceeding | 
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doe this , with upon Chriſt, and 
come boldly in his pamc, that is tooffer a {acri- 
fice tro him. This wee muſt carefully remember, 
and therefore wee fea an excellent expreſſion of 
itin Lerit, 5, where this is made clcare to you, 
that it is not any excellency in the perſon, nor a- 
ny fervency in the prayer, nor any pureneſle, or 
holinefſe that is found in bim, nothing that 
comes frum man, that cauſeth his praycrto bee 
acceptable, bur it is the Prieſt: See the place 
from verſ.8, to the 11. You ſhall finde there the 
law was,that be that came to ſacrifice, muſt brim 

a ſbeepe or « ſhee goate , but if hee were not ſo rich 
as todoe ſo,be was able enough to bring tms Twr- 
tle Doves , yet if he were nat able todoe that, then 
ſaith the Text, Hee ſhell bring the tenth part of an E- 
and then it js 
ſajd, Let hias give it. to the Prieft, and hee ſhall make 
an atonement for bim, and his ſruxe ſball bee forgives, 


neſſe of theſaerifice,the price, nor the choiſneſle | 
nor theexcellency of that,thaugh itwere a thou- | 


' ſand Rammes, and ſo many Sbeepe, and Bul- | 


locks ( as you reade of many great ſacrifices that | 
were offered by the Kings ) yet thetenth part of 

little, this prevailed full as much : whence it is | 
evident, that it is not inthe excellency of the (a- | 


. 


' crifice, but the pooreſt, and the ſmalleſt, and the | 


meaneſt ſacrifice. will prevaile with Ged, as well, 
as the richeſt, aud the greateſt, Whar is the rar | 


 ſon?T herext ſairh ,Itis tbe Prieſt that muſt offer | 


It, | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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it, he makes iracceptable. So in this caſe, ler the 
ſacrifice be never ſo meane, yer if it bee Chriſt 
en if it be commendedro 

Prieſt and he offers i Lord will it, 
pear” ry weary 11. He that brings —— 
4 ſacrifice ( this caution was given ) he woſt put "| 
mcenſe ro 32, neicher ogle,, Bur (hould the ſacrifice 
be offered withour incenſe? No you ſhall find in|, . _ 
Levit, 16. that alwayes, «he Prieft,when he entred Chis 
into the Haly of Helreft, hee burnt incenſe, that the purineenſers 
chud of that incenſe might cover the Mercy-feat e 5| Pane 
the meaning is this,thart when any man comes to 
offer a prayer tothe Lord, hee can put no incenſe | 
to it, the Prieft only he muſt pur in incenſe, that | 


| ſhallwe know it > | 


is Ins vs Canasroncly muſt ſuffer the ſacri- 
fice wherein the Lord ſmells a favour of reſt : for 
the Lerde b himſelfe in this manner, as if 
he were difquieted for fin, and can take noreft , 
now ,,vhen Jeſae Chrift offers a ſacrifice, hee ſmells 
|a ſavourofreſt ; becauſe it comes from him, in 
whom hee is well plcaſcd :ſo I ſay, wee muſt be 
' carefull rharwe remember we come inthe name | 
of Chriſt, 
| But, you will ſay, every man doth ſo, and how 


ObjeA: 


| 


| You ſhall know itby this, if you have bold-| f*ſw- 


| . 1 
| nefſe and confidence, that is an argument that ar wo 


; when we came 


you looke not upon your ſelves, but upon Corift. | in our owne 


When a man is ſo exceeding timerous, and | 9amevin 
doubting, and fearefull, that he dares not come, "Oe 
to the of grace, or, it hee doe, yet hee! 


| 


makes a great queſtion, whether be ſhalbe heard | 
or 


| 
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| Orno, this is roo much looking to himſclfe, here 
robes ay | the High Prieſt is fo —_ Merocoey his 
——_ name, there is enough to carry thee our, it will 
"Chrits | Drecdboldneſſein thee, itwill breed confidence: 
Name, | ifthou come in the name of Chriſt, and offer up 
| thy prayers through him, it will.cauſe thee, in c- 

| very petition thou putteſt up, to thinke thy ſelfe 

| fo much bebolding to Chriſt, chat thou wilt be 
| ready to ſay in thy heart, whenſoever any peri- 
tion is granted thee, I may thanke ITeſus Chrift 
for this. When a man, 1 ſay, ſhall be ſo much pur 
u ponhis ſcore, it will make him fomuch 1 - 
ted to the Lord lefus for his finthat is remitred),, 
| and his peritionthat he bath granted, as that his 
| heart ſhall bee morecnlarged to thankefullneſſe, 
when hee is able ro conſider the benefit of re- 
| demption, and is ready toſay with bimſelfe, If 

Iefus Chriſt had not dyed, ifI had not had ſuch 

an high Prieſt,that hath carred into the very hea- 

Keb.y, | vens, as the A a ſaith, Heb. 9. Tomabe inter- 
| ceſſton for mee, I had loſt this benefit, I had never 

, come to have put up a prayer tothe Lord, or if [ 

» ; | had,it ſhould not have beene heard. 

0b, | _ But you will fayto mee, ifwee bee beard for 
Oo | Chriſt,then though a man be (infull,and though 

he havenone of the precedent conditions,though 

he have not that holineſſe that is required, if rhe 

| Prieſt make him acceptable, why may hee not 
| hopeas well as the moſt holy man? 
A 4 _ | TIanfwere, briefly,though the Prieſt give all ac- 
cnet ou ceptance to the ſacrifice, and our prayers are 
—_ | accepted through him, yet that is not all, there 
arc 


-— > c—— _——- —— —_ CCS 


| 
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chings EIIOnY 1. Thattheper- 
es mn no impure 
perſon was tobri ifice : 2. Thar the ſa- 
and brings a female, is curſed: fo thenthis isre- 
quired,thar the perſon berighteous, and that the 
prayer be fervenr,fuch as is mdiced by the 
of Gods Spirit,that it may be a facrifice fir for r 
new $9 PREG "LILLS. 
1s, tharth perſon, ayer bee 
thus qualified, aud have dbifeecs bent. 
tions in it, yer it is not acceptable withour the 
Prieſt. And therefore this ſhould you 
when you confider the glorious G 0», bi holi- 
neſſe;that meardiiines betweene him and you 
| I ſclves res {ide _ vile and 
finfull you are, & unft co come a r 
| Code, now, when you thinke of + Me. 
| diatorpof anhigh Prieſt, who is entred into hea- 


| ven;who is gone thither,and firsar the right hand | 


| of Majcft , making interceffion tor you, when 
| you conſider there 15 ane bigh Prieſt who is able 

to prevaile, not like the Prieſtsin the Law , but 

cue that is over the houſe of God, onethat is his 
! very $0n,whois not centred in through the blood 
of Bulls and Goats, but with his owne blood; 
whenoutof this you ſhall receive confidence, & 
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| iSDOTROTO ining now, | but that when you 
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| be cobfident, andexpeR much, thar when'you 

| have prayed, you may fay thas; Lord, I expe 

naw the granting ofrhem,thou canſt not now de+ 

ate them, Lord, I willwait now, And this is our 

faulr, when we bave prayed, and the thing comes 

| nor preſently, weare readie togive over, wee are 

| gotwilling to waite. Beloved, thar is one thing 

| {ſpecially to bee remembred, wee muſt fo farre 

| magnific Gur prayers, wee muſt ſet a price upon 

| them ſo farre, and ſoeſteeme them, and thinke 

them of thatworth,tharthey will bring the thing 

topaſſe, If a man take adrugge, ora medicine; 

oranherbe, and ufe it roawound,'or a diſeaſe, 

once ortwice, Or thrice, and if hee ſee it doth no 

good he-willlay it aſide, and take another medi. 

cine :'for, ſaith be, | haverryed it, and.itwill doe 

ery en ; ſoamen doth wittr his prayers : he 

faith, I bave foughtro the L on », I have prayed 

terthis thing twice, or thrice, andit is not gran- 

ted me yrs | therefore he is ready to layiit afide, 

as it-jr were not effeualk; and to take another 

; mcanes: this negledtof prayer is,nort to know the 

| force of the medicine, You muſt know therefore 

| ofwbat efficacic prayer is; and truſt it, and nor 
pirCover(for iris cffettuall tobring the thing to 

paſſe) and-make got hafte; bur ftay, and wait. Ir 

was Sarats fault, when 4brehers and (tree fought 
to the Lord fora ſonne, ſhe made roo much hafto 
to-give Hagdr to Abrahams, when as they ſhould 
have ſtayed-rill the L ox had done ithis owne 

| way, 50 Rebekheh, there was ti ptomiſe; and ao 

| doubs /acoh and ſheeprayed forthe ngeet | 
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that promiſe ; butſhe made roo much haſte, ſhe þ 
rookea wrong way toget the bleſſing by lying ; 
this was not waiting, but a ſtepping out to ano- 
ther mcanes , becauſe they thoughr prayer and 
dependance upon God would nor doe it. So Sal 
would not wait upon G © v, but hee would offer 
ſacrifice; thiswas romake haſte. And ſo-ir is, 
when a man is diſcouraged ; David, when the 
thing was not preſently granted, he was ready to 
giveover, and falls ro adeſperate complaint, ſay- 
10g, One day I ſhalt falt by the hands of Saul. Take |, com 17-14 
| heed of this, and when wee offer upour prayers 
| thu, learne toknow what they are, learne to 
| truſt them,and rodepend, and waitup- Þ| 
| on God, ſay, certainly I ſhall not 
| bedenyed,the thing ſhall 
ſurely be granted, 
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